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Council services - holiday hours
Council’s offices are closed from midday  
on Friday 23 December and reopen at  
8.00 am on Wednesday 4 January. If you 
have an urgent issue during this time, staff 
will be available on Ph: 03 520 7400.
All transfer stations, the Waste Sorting 
Centre, Resource Recovery Centre, Reuse 
Centre shop, Greenwaste Acceptance 
Facility and the landfill are closed on 
Christmas Day, Sunday 25 December. 
Holiday opening hours, transfer stations
Blenheim
Mon 26 - Fri 30 Dec: 8am to 4.30pm 
Sat 31 Dec: 8am to 4pm 
Sun 1 Jan: Closed 
Mon 2 & Tue 3 Jan: 8am to 4.30pm
Picton
Mon 26 - Sat 31 Dec: 8am to 4pm 
Sun 1 Jan: Closed 
Mon 2 & Tue 3 Jan: 8am to 4pm
Havelock 
Mon 26 - Sat 31 Dec: 8am to 4pm 
Sun 1 Jan: Closed 
Mon 2 Tue 3 Jan: 8am to 4pm
Seddon 
Mon 26 Dec: Closed 
Tue 27 Dec: 1pm to 4pm 
Wed 28 Dec: Closed 
Thurs 29 Dec: 1pm to 4pm 
Fri 30 Dec - Mon 2 Jan: Closed 
Tue 3 Jan: 1pm to 4pm
Rai Valley 
Mon 26 Dec: Closed 
Tue 27 Dec: 9am to midday 
Wed 28 & Thurs 29 Dec: Closed  
Fri 30 Dec: 9am to midday  
Sat 31 Dec: 9am to 3pm 
Sun 1 and Mon 2 Jan: Closed 
Tue 3 Jan: 9am to midday
Wairau Valley
Mon 26 & Tue 27 Dec: Closed 
Wed 28 Dec: Midday to 4pm 
Thurs 29 & Fri 30 Dec: Closed 
Sat 31 Dec: Midday to 4pm 
Sun 1 - Tue 3 Jan: Closed

Resource Recovery Centre, Re-Use Centre 
and Greenwaste Acceptance Facility
Mon 26 - Fri 30 Dec: 8am to 4.30pm 
Sat 31 Dec: 8am to 4pm 
Sun 1 Jan: Closed 
Mon 2 & Tue 3 Jan: 8am to 4.30 pm
Kerbside rubbish bag and  
recycling collections
This year there are no alternative collection 
days for rubbish and recycling services. If 
your rubbish and recycling crate is usually 
collected on a Monday or Tuesday this 
service will continue on these days despite 
the statutory holidays.
Put your rubbish and recycling crate out on 
Mon 26 and Tue 27 December and Mon 2 
and Tue 3 January, if these are your usual 
collection days.
Marlborough District Library  
(Blenheim) hours  
Friday 23 Dec: closes at 5pm 
Sat 24 - Tue 27 Dec: Closed 
Wed 28 - Fri 30 Dec: 9am to 5pm 
Sat 31 Dec - Tue 3 Jan: Closed 
Picton Library hours 
Friday 23 Dec: closing at 5pm  
Sat 24 - Tue 27 Dec: Closed 
Wed 28 - Fri 30 Dec: 9am to 5pm 
Sat 31 Dec - Tue 3 Jan: Closed
Bus services
The Blenheim, Renwick and Picton  
bus services will not operate on the 
following days:
Christmas Day: Sun 25 Dec
Boxing Day: Mon 26 Dec
Christmas Day observed: Tue 28 Dec 
New Year’s Day: Sun 1 Jan
Day after New Year’s Day: Mon 2 Jan
New Year’s Day observed: Tue 3 Jan
Normal services operate on all other days.

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from Council’s reticulation network 
to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas 
should be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking 
Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All 

water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps 
on Marama Road, outside Seddon School.  
For further information contact Council on  
Ph: 03 520 7400.

Marlborough Events follow-me.co.nz

Renwick Christmas Tree Festival
Get into the Christmas spirit and enjoy this 
spectacular annual display of Christmas 
trees decorated by local businesses and 
community groups.
Now until Sat 24 Dec; 10.00 am - 10.00 pm
Renwick Anglican Community Church,  
54 High Street, Renwick

Outdoor Christmas Movie Nights
Gather your friends and family, blankets 
and cushions and enjoy two free outdoor 
Christmas movies thanks to the Flaxbourne 
Settlers Association and Renwick Sports 
and Events Centre.
Time: 8.45pm - 10.20 pm 
Fri 16 Dec: The Grinch (2018);   
Renwick Domain 
Sat 17 Dec: 8-Bit Christmas; Ward Hall

Summer Sounds Music  
Festival 2022
Head into the stunning Marlborough 
Sounds this weekend for a two-day music 
festival featuring Kiwi favourite Tiki Taane, 
Big Sima & Boomtown, State of Mind and 
many more.
Fri 16 & Sat 17 Dec
Fri: 3.00 pm - 11.30 pm; 11.00 am - 11.30 pm 
The Queen Charlotte Tavern, Linkwater

Mayor’s Christmas message
It’s an exciting end to 2022 for me as I see 
eight new councillors settling well into 
their roles, working alongside experienced 
councillors. The speed with which we  
have built good working relationships to 
support our decision making has been 
particularly rewarding.
It’s gratifying to know the public is pleased 
with Council’s performance, with a recent 
survey showing our satisfaction rating is 
noticeably higher than the New  
Zealand average. 
Marlborough has endured challenges 
throughout the year - particularly the 
two major storms with devastating 
consequences on our roading network. The 
impact on Port Underwood, French Pass and 
twice-hit Kenepuru Sound residents, resort 
and business owners and farmers cannot be 
underestimated. However, we have worked 
together emerging as a stronger and, I think, 
more connected province.
And let’s look at the positives. This year’s 
grape harvest was a record one which has 
flow-on effects across the region. Cruise 
ships and tourists have returned and 
we’re looking forward to a busy and fun 
Marlborough summer.
I hope you make time to enjoy the summer 
holiday season with your family and friends 
and make the most of our amazing walks, 
bike tracks, beaches and safe swimming in 
both rivers and the sea.

We do live in a region the rest of the country 
(and the world) would love to visit so take 
the opportunity to look at Marlborough 
through their eyes - choose a new local 
experience, a different spot to eat or a fresh 
destination to visit this summer. 
It’s wonderful to see the return of the New 
Year’s Eve event on the Picton Foreshore 
with music, food, family fun and midnight 
fireworks. It’s great to once again gather as 
a community to celebrate such an event.
Have a wonderful and very Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year.
Nadine Taylor
Marlborough Mayor 

Marlborough Mayor Nadine Taylor

Visitors welcome to Kenepuru but please take a water taxi
The damage sustained to Sounds roads 
by the August 2022 storm was substantial, 
with over twice the damage of the storm of 
July 2021. More than 670km of Marlborough 
roads received damage, with over 4,000 
faults.
Mayor Nadine Taylor said the Marlborough 
Roads team had worked hard to restore 
access to communities in the Sounds and 
return roads to public access. 
“Over 600km of roads have been returned 
to public access.” 
“But anyone visiting the Sounds should be 
aware that some roads remain closed, with 
resident access only and other restrictions.”
“Kenepuru Road and its side roads, 
including Moetapu Bay Road, are restricted 
to residents and emergency services only. 
They are not suitable for visitors.”
“We love to see visitors coming to 
Marlborough over summer but if you want 
to enjoy the Kenepuru area, the Council 
offers a water taxi subsidy - and I strongly 
encourage you to take advantage of that 
and stay off the roads. Water taxi services 
can be booked through the Picton, Blenheim 
and Havelock i-SITES.” 
Other road restrictions over the summer 
holiday period:
Resident and emergency access only:
•   Kenepuru Road and its side roads: no 

campervans, vans or buses. 4WD only. No 
vehicles over eight metres in length. Light 
vehicles only, nothing over 3.5 tonnes

•   Moetapu Bay Road: no campervans, vans 
or buses. 4WD only. Light vehicles only, 
nothing over 3.5 tonnes or eight metres  
in length

Resident and visitor access:
•   Queen Charlotte Drive: no buses/coaches 

over 12.6 metres in length
•   Anakiwa Road: no buses/coaches
French Pass and Tennyson Inlet are 
accessible but drivers should be aware that 
the road is narrower than usual in some 
sections. Throughout the Sounds there 
are single lane only, traffic lights, priority 
giveways and temporary speed restrictions. 
Please drive to the conditions. 
To check the status of any local road visit 
the Marlborough CDEM Official Public 
Information Map www.marlborough.govt.
nz/civil-defence-emergency-management/
cdem-official-public-information-map
Residents are advised that roading  
repair works in the Marlborough Sounds  
and Awatere Valley will stop from  
Thursday 22 December 2022 to  
Sunday 15 January 2023. 

Kenepuru Road at Portage Heights

Sounds Future Access Study
Council is focused on creating as much 
certainty as possible for everyone who lives, 
works and visits the Marlborough Sounds. 
The Sounds Future Access Study will look 
to provide long-term access solutions for 
residents, homeowners and businesses 
in the storm affected areas of the Sounds. 
Consultation is expected to start in late 
January, with community meetings. The 
study is looking at four areas: French Pass, 
Pelorus, Kenepuru and Port Underwood, 

recognising their distinct access issues. 
Consulting, engineering and construction 
company Stantec has been appointed to 
carry out the study. The study’s terms of 
reference will be made available for public 
comment before Christmas.
From late January, Sounds’ communities 
will be asked for their input, to help Council 
and Waka Kotahi decide the type of safe, 
resilient and affordable access for the future.

Waitohi Picton Ferry Redevelopment update
It’s exciting to see progress at the 
Interislander ferry terminal. Enabling works 
to get the site ready for construction next 
year are well underway. The project involves 
a brand new terminal building, landscaping 
and waterfront walkway that connects the 
terminal to the town centre, and the Dublin 
Street overbridge. The first of the two 
purpose-built, hybrid-electric ferries arrives 
in 2025.    
The work to lift and shift underground 
services has gone well and Dublin Street 
and the top end of Broadway are now open.
This work prepares the site for the Dublin 
Street overbridge, which will greatly help 
traffic flow and facilitate a better connection 
to the town centre. 
The temporary terminal building opposite 
the Information Centre is coming together 
fast and from around March next year will 
become the new location for foot passenger 
check-in.  
Work to relocate the rail turntable to its new 
home behind the vehicle check-in kiosks is 
also complete. 
Work will pause between 23 December and 
9 January. 
Early in 2023, a temporary passenger 
vehicle check-in and waiting area on the 
west side of the existing terminal will be 
established, with a new entrance from 

Lagoon Road.  
Main works construction are set to begin 
around March.  This includes more work on 
the Dublin Street overbridge site, and there 
will be plenty happening inside the terminal 
and around the commercial jetty area.  
If you have any queries about the project 
please email info@pictonferryprecinct.co.nz

Construction of the new temporary terminal is 
underway

The new rail turntable is now located behind the 
vanish check in kiosk

Proposed East Coast beach vehicle bylaw to be decided  
in 2023
The Council will decide early next year 
whether to proceed with an East Coast 
beach vehicle bylaw. All current rules remain 
in place for this summer season.
Council consulted on a draft bylaw, which 
includes provisions prohibiting beach 
vehicle access in some areas. The purpose 
of the bylaw is to improve public safety and 
enable habitat restoration, protecting the 
area’s many threatened and at-risk species. 
Council urges member of the public visiting 
the East Coast over Christmas to be mindful 
of its special significance.  
Councillors will be briefed on the proposal, 
the process to date and the hearing panel 
recommendations. The public consultation 
undertaken in 2021 resulted in 193 
submissions, including 50 submitters who 
spoke to the hearings panel.

An agenda item on the proposed bylaw 
will go to the full Council in early 2023, 
with the panel’s recommendations report 
released at that time. This additional time 
will allow for new councillors to be briefed 
and for discussions to conclude with iwi. The 
Council reconvenes in early February 2023. 
For further information visit  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/
bylaws/proposed-east-coast-beach-
vehicle-bylaw

Support local this Christmas
With just over a week to go until Christmas 
Day now’s the time to get your  
shopping sorted.
Mayor Nadine Taylor says when purchasing 
something special for friends and family this 
year, supporting local should be at the top of 
your list.
“By supporting local we are reinvesting in our 
community and providing a real boost to our 
region’s economy.”
“Aside from the traditional gifts of books, 
clothes or jewellery, vouchers make a great 
present. I’m sure a voucher for lunch at one of 
our wonderful wineries, restaurants or cafés, 
or a voucher to experience one of the many 
attractions in Marlborough’s brilliant backyard 
would go down a treat,” Mayor Taylor said.
So this year, when you’re trying to come up 
with the perfect present idea, remember to 
make it Marlborough.

Where’s the best place for a dip this summer?
Heading to a beach or river for a swim 
this summer?  It’s easy to check the water 
quality of your favourite spot before 
you head out because the Council’s 
recreational bathing monitoring programme 
includes weekly samples collected from  
21 sites across Marlborough. 
In summer the risk of catching a bug 
from swimming in clear, clean water is 
usually low. However, after heavy rain, 
contamination can occur through runoff 
into waterways. Swimming in discoloured 
water increases your chance of catching 
an infection. As a rule of thumb, don't swim 
if the water looks dirty or murky, smells or 
has scum on its surface.
You can check the latest results for 
Marlborough’s favourite swimming spots 
on the Land and Water Aotearoa website: 
www.lawa.org.nz/explore-data/swimming/ 
Testing continues until March.
There’s also information at: https://www.
marlborough.govt.nz/recreation

A dog is for life, not just for Christmas
Puppies are cute and cuddly and lots of fun 
but they are also a big commitment. Before 
you get a puppy it’s a good idea to consider 
how a new pet may fit into your family.
If you’re getting a puppy for Christmas there 
are some important things to remember:
•   Provide a safe, securely fenced area
•   Make sure your puppy gets regular 

exercise and has the required vaccinations 
before socialising with other dogs

•   Provide plenty of shade, shelter, food and 
fresh water

•   Never leave a dog in a parked vehicle in 
hot weather

•   Early socialisation and training is essential 
to becoming a well-mannered companion

Remember that all puppies over three 
months old must be registered and 
microchipped. If you already have two dogs 
you will need a property licence.
For more information and to register your 
puppy please contact Animal Control,  
Ph: 03 520 9033, email animalcontrol@xtra.
co.nz or visit 56 Main Street, Blenheim.

Proposed temporary road closure - 29 January - Seaview 
Road, Seddon
On Sunday 29 January 2023 Seaview 
Road in Seddon will be closed to ordinary 
vehicle traffic from 400m from intersection 
of Reserve Road to 400m prior to Flemings 
Road intersection, from 7.30 am until 5.00 pm 
for the Marlborough Car Club Sprint Races.
During the proposed period of closure, 
ordinary vehicle traffic may use the road 
being closed between events under the 
supervision and authority of an officer of the 
New Zealand Police (Traffic Safety Branch).
It will be an offence under the above 
regulations for any person other than under 
the authority of an authorised permit to use 

the road for ordinary vehicle traffic during the 
period of closure.
This notice is given pursuant to the  
Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure) 
Regulations 1965.
Anyone wishing to object to the proposal 
must lodge their objection and grounds 
thereof in writing before 12 January 2023, at 
the Marlborough Roads office, The Forum, 
Market Street, Blenheim, PO Box 1031, 
Blenheim, 7240.
Any enquiries should be addressed to  
Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads,  
Ph: 021 923 536.

PICTON FORESHORE

Live music: DangerBaby 
+ Blind Rust + Eclectic Fix
Food trucks
Midnight fireworks

SATURDAY 31 DEC
7 PM TO 12:15 AM

        ⁄PUREEVENTSMARLBOROUGH
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