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Sounds News He kōrero nā te Kaunihera o Wairau

Waitohi Picton Ferry Redevelopment update
It’s exciting to see progress at the Interislander ferry terminal. 
Enabling works to get the site ready for construction next year are well underway. The 
project involves a brand new terminal building, landscaping and waterfront walkway 
that connects the terminal to the town centre, and the Dublin Street overbridge. The 
first of the two purpose-built, hybrid-electric ferries arrives in 2025.    
The work to lift and shift underground services has gone well and Dublin Street and the 
top end of Broadway are now open. This work prepares the site for the Dublin Street 
overbridge, which will greatly help traffic flow and facilitate a better connection to the 
town centre. 
The temporary terminal building opposite the Information Centre is coming together 
fast and from around March next year will become the new location for foot passenger 
check-in.  
Work to relocate the rail turntable to its new home behind the vehicle check-in kiosks is 
also complete. 
Work will pause between 23 December and 9 January. 
Early in 2023, a temporary passenger vehicle check-in and waiting area on the west side 
of the existing terminal will be established, with a new entrance from Lagoon Road.  
Main works construction are set to begin around March. This includes more work on the 
Dublin Street overbridge site, and there will be plenty happening inside the terminal and 
around the commercial jetty area.  
If you have any queries about the project please email info@pictonferryprecinct.co.nz

Construction of the new temporary terminal is underway

The new rail turntable is now located behind the vanish check-in kiosk

Visitors welcome to Kenepuru but 
please take a water taxi
The damage sustained to Sounds 
roads by the August 2022 storm 
was substantial, with over twice the 
damage of the storm of July 2021. 
More than 670km of Marlborough roads 
received damage, with over 4,000 faults.
Mayor Nadine Taylor said the Marlborough 
Roads team had worked hard to restore 
access to communities in the Sounds and 
return roads to public access. 
“Over 600km of roads have been 
returned to public access.” 
“But anyone visiting the Sounds should  
be aware that some roads remain  
closed, with resident access only and 
other restrictions.”
“Kenepuru Road and its side roads, 
including Moetapu Bay Road, are 
restricted to residents and emergency 
services only. They are not suitable  
for visitors.”
“We love to see visitors coming to 
Marlborough over summer but if you want 
to enjoy the Kenepuru area, the Council 
offers a water taxi subsidy - and I strongly 
encourage you to take advantage of that 
and stay off the roads. Water taxi services 
can be booked through the Picton, 
Blenheim and Havelock i-SITES.” 
Other road restrictions over the summer 
holiday period:

Resident and emergency access only:
•   Kenepuru Road and its side roads: no 

campervans, vans or buses. 4WD  
only. No vehicles over eight metres in  
length. Light vehicles only, nothing  
over 3.5 tonnes

•    Moetapu Bay Road: no campervans, 
vans or buses. 4WD only. Light vehicles 
only, nothing over 3.5 tonnes or eight 
metres in length

Resident and visitor access:
•   Queen Charlotte Drive: no buses/

coaches over 12.6 metres in length
•   Anakiwa Road: no buses/coaches
French Pass and Tennyson Inlet are 
accessible but drivers should be aware 
that the road is narrower than usual in 
some sections. Throughout the Sounds 
there are single lane only, traffic lights, 
priority giveways and temporary speed 
restrictions. Please drive to the conditions. 
To check the status of any local road visit 
the Marlborough CDEM Official Public 
Information Map www.marlborough.
govt.nz/civil-defence-emergency-
management/cdem-official-public-
information-map 
Residents are advised that roading  
repair works in the Marlborough  
Sounds and Awatere Valley will stop  
from Thursday 22 December 2022 to 
Sunday 15 January 2023.

Kenepuru Road at Portage Heights

Sounds Future Access Study
Council is focused on creating as much certainty as possible for 
everyone who lives, works and visits the Marlborough Sounds. 
The Sounds Future Access Study will look to provide long-term access solutions for 
residents, homeowners and businesses in the storm affected areas of the Sounds. 
Consultation is expected to start in late January, with community meetings. The study is 
looking at four areas: French Pass, Pelorus, Kenepuru and Port Underwood, recognising 
their distinct access issues. 
Consulting, engineering and construction company Stantec has been appointed to carry 
out the study. The study’s terms of reference will be made available for public comment 
before Christmas.
From late January, Sounds’ communities will be asked for their input, to help Council 
and Waka Kotahi decide the type of safe, resilient and affordable access for the future.

Merry Christmas from MDC

Marlborough District Council wishes you a merry Christmas and a safe and happy New 
Year. All the best for 2023. Photo credit Richard Briggs
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