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The following meeting is open to the 
public and anyone is welcome to attend. A 
copy of the agenda will be available online 
and at Council’s office, 15 Seymour Street. 

Council 
Thursday 15 December at 9.00 am
The time and date may be subject  
to change, please contact the  
Committee Secretary, Ph: 03 520 7400  
for confirmation.
Please note the Blenheim Customer 
Service Centre is closed on Wednesdays 
from 12.30 pm to 1.30 pm.
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Pick up your copy from 
Marlborough District Council

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from Council’s reticulation network 
to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas 
should be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking 
Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All 

water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps 
on Marama Road, outside Seddon School.  
For further information contact Council on  
Ph: 03 520 7400.

Marlborough Events follow-me.co.nz

Mistletoe Market
Blenheim Lions Club is once again 
bringing the popular Mistletoe Market to 
town. Offering a large selection of stalls 
with something for everyone - a great 
opportunity to pick up some Christmas gifts!
Sat 3 Dec; 9.00 am - 2.00 pm 
Blenheim CBD

Picton Christmas Parade  
& Carols
Gather your friends and family for a festive 
afternoon on the stunning Foreshore 
with Picton’s annual prize giving concert, 
Christmas Parade, carol singing and Santa.
Sun 4 Dec; 2.30 pm - 6.00 pm 
Picton Foreshore

Blenheim Christmas Parade
Keep the Christmas spirit going after the 
Mistletoe Market with a concert for the kids 
with ice cream and entertainment followed 
by the popular Christmas Parade with floats, 
walking groups, marching bands and of 
course Santa and his sleigh.
Sat 3 Dec; 2.30 pm - 5.00 pm 
Blenheim CBD

Have your say on the future of Marlborough’s freshwater
Consultation is open until the end of February 
2023 to have your say on the future of 
Marlborough’s freshwater. 
This is the first of three submission periods 
over the next two years in response to new 
Government rules on freshwater. In August 
2020, the Government released its Essential 
Freshwater package, which introduced new 
regulations designed to:
•   Stop further degradation of freshwater 

resources and improve water quality within 
five years

•   Reverse past damage and bring our 
freshwater resources, waterways, and 
ecosystems to a healthy state  
within a generation

This first round of submissions aims to find 
out how the community values freshwater 
in the region and what the aspirations are 
for this water now and into the future. To 
determine this, the proposal is to divide 
Marlborough’s freshwater areas into six 
Freshwater Management Units (FMUs). The 
FMUs are grouped because they are a single 
catchment or group of catchments with 
similar characteristics.
Council's Environmental Science and 
Monitoring Manager Alan Johnson says 
Marlborough’s freshwater resources are in 
good shape but that doesn’t mean that we 
don’t have work to do. 
“Our environmental monitoring shows that 
there is room for improvement in some 
catchments,” he says. 
Each month, physical and chemical 
measurements are taken at 35 river sites 
across Marlborough to monitor surface water 
quality. Council also monitors the state of the 

region's aquifers based on water levels in a 
network of 30 wells. 
A fundamental concept across the 
Government’s Essential Freshwater package 
is Te Mana o te Wai, which means the first 
priority is to ensure the life-supporting 
capacity of freshwater for future generations.
This submission period kicks off a  
two-year engagement with tangata whenua, 
the public, industry groups and others to 
December 2024, with the aim of informing 
any variations required to the Proposed 
Marlborough Environment Plan. Engagement 
will take place through online surveys,  
public events and meetings. Anyone can  
take part in the surveys and hard copies will 
be available from Council offices, libraries 
and at public events.
To learn more, including how to make a 
submission, visit: www.marlborough.govt.nz/
environment/freshwater-management
If you are a community, commercial or 
industry group and would like a meeting, 
please email  
freshwater@marlborough.govt.nz

The six proposed Freshwater Management Units 
are Awatere, East Coast Complex, Marlborough 
Sounds Complex, Te Hoiere/Pelorus, Waiau-Toa/
Clarence and Wairau

Marlborough Library and Art Gallery building moves closer  
to completion
Construction of Marlborough’s new public 
library and art gallery building is on track 
for completion by Christmas, with opening 
planned for May 2023.
The interior fitout of the building and 
landscaping is expected to take four months 
from the beginning of next year, before 
books and artworks are transferred to their 
new home.
Millennium Art Gallery Director Cressida 
Bishop says the new building’s climate-
controlled gallery and storage spaces meet 
the highest standards required for New 
Zealand public art galleries. This will enable 
Marlborough to host exhibitions of rare 
and valuable works such as the Rita Angus 
survey exhibition, which the gallery hasn’t 
previously been able to show.
“We’ve also had to factor in climate-
controlled storage of the gallery’s and 
Council’s own art collections, to ensure the 
works are kept safe and aren’t affected by 
moisture or heat,” Cressida said.

“The new space is coming together 
incredibly well and we can’t wait to open the 
gallery to the public next year,” she said.
Council’s Manager, Economic, Community 
and Support Services, Dean Heiford, says 
that, once open, the new library and gallery 
building will be a cornerstone feature of 
Blenheim’s CBD and a hub for the whole 
Marlborough community. “The building also 
has meeting spaces for community groups, 
which are in high demand, and large spaces 
for school groups to visit both the library and 
gallery,” Dean said.
The new building has a 3,600sqm footprint, 
including 2,050sqm for the library, 575sqm 
for the art gallery and 975sqm in shared 
areas including meeting rooms, a foyer/
reception, café, toilets and multi-purpose 
education room.
Funding for the building’s $20m 
construction included $11m from the 
Government’s Kānoa Regional Economic 
Development and Investment Unit (RDU) 
‘shovel ready’ fund, and a $1m donation from 
a local gallery benefactor.

Construction of Marlborough’s new public library and art gallery building is on track for completion by 
Christmas, with the interior fitout and landscaping to be completed by May 2023

Marlborough’s top sportspeople celebrated
The Marlborough Sports Awards, held last 
week at the Marlborough Events Centre, 
recognised and acknowledged some of 
our region’s top sportspeople, coaches, 
managers and officials. Mayor Nadine 
Taylor spoke at the awards, along with 
guest speaker, Tom Walsh (pictured right). 
Congratulations to dressage champion 
Melissa Galloway who took out the title 
for the 2022 Overall Sportsperson of the 
Year award. Melissa initially claimed the 
Sportswoman of the Year title before taking 
out the supreme award.

Councillors tour facilities
The new Council paid a visit to some key 
Marlborough infrastructure last week, 
including the Blenheim sewerage treatment 
plant, Bomford Street pump station and the 
Emergency Operations Centre.
The group also visited Spring Creek where 
Rivers Engineer Geoff Dick (below left) 

spoke about potential improvements to 
the Wairau River stopbank flood protection 
network. Stormwater was the main topic 
at Camerons Creek and David Street, 
Blenheim. Last on the itinerary was a visit  
to the Resource Recovery Centre in  
Wither Road.

Keeping dogs safe this summer
As we head into summer it’s important to 
remember to never leave your furry friend  
in a vehicle unattended. Heatstroke and 
even death can occur within minutes in 
warm temperatures.
Dogs need to have access to cool, fresh 
clean water all of the time, regardless of the 
weather. They also need cool shade and 
should not be left in the sun for long periods.
Around this time each year Council receives 
calls from concerned residents about dogs 
left in cars. While Council can assist, it does 
not have the legal power to break into a 
vehicle. If you are concerned you should 
contact the SPCA on Ph: 03 572 9156.

It is an offence under the Animal Welfare 
Act 1999 for dogs to be left in a stationary 
vehicle when adequate shade, water and 
fresh air aren’t provided.

Canvastown Miner's hut celebrated
The Canvastown community has 
celebrated the building of an historic 
replica miner’s hut, situated on the banks 
of the Wakamarina River.
The hut, which complements the existing 
mining memorial, was a long-held 
aspiration for the Canvastown Community 
Association and celebrates the area’s rich 
gold mining history.
The first gold was discovered by a local 
woman in the early 1860s who noticed 
specks of gold while washing clothes in 
the river.
A group of local men later extracted a 
kilogram of gold from the spot and within 
weeks the entire river was pegged out 
with claims as thousands of prospectors 
arrived to seek their fortunes. At its peak 
there were 6,000 prospectors working 
the area - in 1864, 1,271kg of gold was 
extracted.
Funding for the miner’s hut was provided 
by Council’s Small Townships Programme 
which supports communities’ desire for a 
sense of place and unique identity.
Chair of the Canvastown Community 
Association, Alan Rees, said the project 
drew on local support and expertise, with 
Les Douglas and Craig Dobie undertaking 
the construction and Bradshaw & 
Company providing the native timber.

Alan particularly wished to acknowledge 
Ngāti Kuia for their karakia and blessing of 
the miner’s hut.
“Their presence made a significant 
moment even more special,” he said.
Councillor Barbara Faulls who chairs 
the Small Township sub-committee, was 
on hand to open the miner’s hut. She 
congratulated the Canvastown Community 
Association members for their foresight.
“They looked to the community’s needs of 
today as well as into the future, to respect 
and honour the history of gold mining in 
the valley,” she said

Canvastown miner’s hut, built by Les Douglas  
and Craig Dobie, on the banks of the 
Wakamarina River

Last day to pay your rates
This is a reminder that the final day for 
ratepayers to pay off instalment two of 
their rates is Thursday 8 December.  Late 
payments will incur a 10 per cent penalty.
Ratepayers who pay their rates by direct 
debit never have to worry about missing a 
rates payment and never incur penalties.  

It’s the easiest and most flexible way to pay.  
You choose how often you pay and which 
day of the week the payment comes out of 
your account.
If you would like to know more about paying 
rates by direct debit, please contact Council 
on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Temporary road closure - 3 December 2022 -  
Mistletoe Market and Blenheim Christmas Parade
On Saturday 3 December the following roads 
will be closed to ordinary vehicle traffic for 
the Mistletoe Market, between 6.00 am  
and 3.00 pm:
•   High Street between Seymour Street and 

Market Street adjacent to the band rotunda
•   Market Street North from High Street to 

outside Cafe le Cupp 
•   Wynen Street from First Lane to  

Market Street
•   Queen Street between Charles Street and 

High Street
•   Charles Street from Queen Street to  

Market Street
•   Charles Street from Queen Street to the 

entrance of Liz Davidson car park
•   Market Street from High Street to  

Maxwell Road.
•   Arthur Street from Queen Street to  

Market Street
The following roads will also be closed to 
ordinary vehicle traffic for the Blenheim 
Christmas Parade, between 3.00 pm  
and 4.30 pm:
•   Henry Street from Alfred Street to  

John Street
•   John Street from Henry Street to 

Hutcheson Street
•   Seymour Street from Alfred Street to  

John Street
Rolling closures will also occur on the 
following roads during the parade:

•   Hutcheson Street: Auckland Street to  
Alfred Street

•   Alfred Street: Hutcheson Street to  
Seymour Street

•   Seymour Street: Alfred Street to High Street
•   High Street: Seymour Street to  

Queen Street
•   Queen Street: High Street to Maxwell Road
•   Maxwell Road: Queen Street to  

Market Street South
•   Market Street South: Maxwell Road to  

High Street
•   Market Street North: High Street to  

Alfred Street
•   Alfred Street: Market Street North to 

Hutcheson Street
•   Hutcheson Street: Alfred Street to  

John Street
During the period of closure, ordinary 
vehicle traffic may use the road being closed 
between events under the supervision and 
authority of an Officer of the New Zealand 
Police (Traffic Safety Branch).
It will be an offence under the above 
regulations for any person other than under 
the authority of an authorised permit to use 
the road for ordinary vehicle traffic during the 
period of closure.
This notice is given pursuant to the  
Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure) 
Regulations 1965.
Any enquiries should be addressed to  
Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads,  
Ph: 021 923 536.

Temporary road closure - 4 December 2022 -  
Picton Christmas Parade
On Sunday 4 December 2022 the sections 
of the roads listed below will be closed to 
ordinary vehicle traffic from 2.00 pm to  
4.00 pm for the Picton Christmas Parade:
•   High Street: Broadway to London Quay
•   Waikawa Road: High Street to  

Wellington Street
•   Wellington Street: Waikawa Road to  

London Quay
•   London Quay: Wellington Street to 

Auckland Street (SH1)
•   Dublin Street: High Street to  

Auckland Street (SH1)
•   Broadway: Auckland Street (SH1) to 

Wellington Street

During the period of closure, ordinary vehicle 
traffic may use the roads being closed 
between events under the supervision and 
authority of an Officer of the New Zealand 
Police (Traffic Safety Branch).
It will be an offence under the above 
regulations for any person other than under 
the authority of an authorised permit to use 
the road for ordinary vehicle traffic during the 
period of closure.
This notice is given pursuant to the  
Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure) 
Regulations 1965.
Any enquiries should be addressed to  
Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads,  
Ph: 021 923 536.

Get your fix on SH6 and show your support to Havelock, 
Pelorus and Rai Valley 
Imagine a brilliant sunny day learning about our local culture and heritage. Make a stop at 
the Havelock Museum to learn about the amazing history of the area. 
Or stop off at Te Hoiere/Pelorus Bridge Scenic Reserve and Café, where you can venture 
down the walking tracks or cool off at a local swimming hole. 
Fun fact: did you know that Havelock was home to two of the world’s greatest scientific 
minds - Ernest Rutherford and Sir William Pickering. No matter who’s tagging along with you, 
there’s plenty to keep you busy, and while you’re there, spend a night or two.

Havelock Marina Te Hoiere/Pelorus River
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