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Sounds News He kōrero nā te Kaunihera o Wairau

Contact the Harbourmaster’s Office if  
you need advice or information about  
Marlborough’s harbours.
03 520 7400 | HARBOURS@MARLBOROUGH.GOVT.NZ

Council’s Harbours team - working to  
ensure our waterways are safe for  
everyone to enjoy. 

Have your say on the future of Marlborough’s freshwater
Consultation is open until the end of 
February 2023 to have your say on the 
future of Marlborough’s freshwater. 
This is the first of three submission periods over 
the next two years in response to new Government 
rules on freshwater. In August 2020, the Government 
released its Essential Freshwater package, which 
introduced new regulations designed to:
•   Stop further degradation of freshwater resources 

and improve water quality within five years
•   Reverse past damage and bring our freshwater 

resources, waterways, and ecosystems to a healthy 
state within a generation

This first round of submissions aims to find out how 
the community values freshwater in the region and 
what the aspirations are for this water now and into 
the future. To determine this, the proposal is to divide 
Marlborough’s freshwater areas into six Freshwater 
Management Units (FMUs). The FMUs are grouped 
because they are a single catchment or group of 
catchments with similar characteristics.
Council's Environmental Science and Monitoring 
Manager Alan Johnson says Marlborough’s freshwater 

resources are in good shape but that doesn’t mean 
that we don’t have work to do. 
“Our environmental monitoring shows that there is 
room for improvement in some catchments,” he says. 
Each month, physical and chemical measurements are 
taken at 35 river sites across Marlborough to monitor 
surface water quality. Council also monitors the state 
of the region's aquifers based on water levels in a 
network of 30 wells. 
A fundamental concept across the Government’s 
Essential Freshwater package is Te Mana o te Wai, 
which means the first priority is to ensure  
the life-supporting capacity of freshwater for  
future generations.
This submission period kicks off a two-year 
engagement with tangata whenua, the public, industry 
groups and others to December 2024, with the aim 
of informing any variations required to the Proposed 
Marlborough Environment Plan. Engagement will 
take place through online surveys, public events and 
meetings. Anyone can take part in the surveys and 
hard copies will be available from Council offices, 
libraries and at public events.

To learn more, including how to make a submission, 
visit: www.marlborough.govt.nz/environment/
freshwater-management
If you are a community, commercial or industry group 
and would like a meeting, please email freshwater@
marlborough.govt.nz

The six proposed Freshwater Management Units are Awatere, 
East Coast Complex, Marlborough Sounds Complex, Te Hoiere/
Pelorus, Waiau-Toa/Clarence and Wairau

Get your fix on SH6 and show your support to Havelock, Pelorus and Rai Valley
Imagine a brilliant sunny day learning about our local culture and heritage. Make a stop at the Havelock Museum to learn about the 
amazing history of the area. 
Or stop off at Te Hoiere/Pelorus Bridge Scenic Reserve and Café, where you can venture down the walking tracks or cool off at a local swimming hole. 
Fun fact: did you know that Havelock was home to two of the world’s greatest scientific minds - Ernest Rutherford and Sir William Pickering. No matter who’s tagging along with 
you, there’s plenty to keep you busy, and while you’re there, spend a night or two.

Havelock Marina Te Hoiere/Pelorus River
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