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Keeping dogs safe this summer

Have your say on Waka Kotahi’s 
speed management plan 

As we head into summer it’s 
important to remember to never 
leave your furry friend in a 
vehicle unattended. Heatstroke 
and even death can occur within 
minutes in warm temperatures.
Dogs need to have access to 
cool, fresh clean water all of the 
time, regardless of the weather. 
They also need cool shade and 
should not be left in the sun for 
long periods.
Around this time each year 

Council receives calls from 
concerned residents about dogs 
left in cars. While Council can 
assist, it does not have the legal 
power to break into a vehicle. If 
you are concerned you should 
contact the SPCA on Ph: 03 572 
9156.
It is an offence under the Animal 
Welfare Act 1999 for dogs to be 
left in a stationary vehicle when 
adequate shade, water and fresh 
air aren’t provided. 

Consultation is now open on 
Waka Kotahi’s Interim State 
Highway Speed Management 
Plan. Locally, the proposal looks 
to tackle speed limits outside 
four Marlborough schools and 
at the intersection of Jacksons 
Road and State Highway 6.
The proposal could see the 
speed limit outside the Rai 
Valley Area, Renwick and 
Havelock schools reduced 
to 30kph at certain times of 
the day, while the speed limit 
outside Riverlands School would 
reduce to 60kph during peak 
periods.
Waka Kotahi said the speed 
limits outside the schools, which 
are on state highways, would be 
classed as variable which means 
the speed limit would drop 
at different points in the day 
depending on traffic volumes 
and environmental conditions, 
and other factors.
The Plan also proposes to make 
changes at the intersection of 

Jacksons Road and SH6. This 
would become an ‘intersection 
speed zone’ which means when 
a driver is approaching on a 
side road, either Jacksons Road 
or Grahams Road, an electronic 
speed limit sign would 
temporarily activate to show a 
lower speed limit on SH6.
“Intersection speed zones are 
used to improve the safety at 
rural intersections along high 
speed roads,” Waka Kotahi said. 
“Reducing the speed limit at 
Jacksons Road would make it 
easier for people pulling out on 
to SH6, and lower the risk.”
The Plan proposes speed limit 
changes to more than 500 
kilometres of state highways in 
440 locations across the country. 
Of this, 269 schools and 11 
marae are included.
To have your say, visit www.
nzta.govt.nz/ISMP and submit 
your feedback before the 
consultation period closes on 
Monday 12 December.
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Marlborough Response Team earns  
national accreditation
Marlborough volunteer emergency 
responders are now officially among 
the best in the country.
The Marlborough Response Team 
recently became the second response 
team in the country to achieve new 
national accreditation standards, 
showing it meets the requirements 
to respond not only to local 
emergencies but also events around 
the country and overseas.
Team Manager Gary Spence says 
the team has been working towards 
accreditation for 18 months.
“We must be able to demonstrate 
skills and expertise in a number 
of disciplines, from mass casualty 
triage, setting up and running Civil 
Defence centres, rescue of casualties 
from collapsed buildings and rope 
rescue. We must also be entirely self-
sufficient if sent to another region 
to assist.  The team trains with Fire 
and Emergency and St John and has 
been tasked by Police for rope-based 
search and rescue.”
The National Emergency 
Management Agency has developed 
a training and standards programme 

so all 30 teams in New Zealand have 
common training and operating 
structures.
Mayor Nadine Taylor said the team 
deserved recognition.
“This is an acknowledgement of their 
hard work and dedication over a long 
period.  Marlburians can be proud 
they have a dedicated, skilled and 
respected response team who can 
respond effectively in an emergency.”
“The common factors amongst its 
members is that they thrive in what 
can be a physically and mentally 
challenging environment and they 
have a deep commitment to serving 
their community,” Mayor Taylor said.
The team has helped in a number of 
emergencies, including the Kaikōura 
earthquake response; the Gita and 
Fehi storms in Nelson/Tasman; the 
flood response on the West Coast; 
the Pigeon Valley fires in Nelson and 
two storm and flood responses here 
in 2021 and 2022. 
Anyone interested in volunteering 
for the team can enquire through 
Marlborough District Council;  
Ph. 03 520 7400.

Last day to pay your rates
This is a reminder that the final day for 
ratepayers to pay off instalment two 
of their rates is Thursday 8 December.  
Late payments will incur a 10 per cent 
penalty.
Ratepayers who pay their rates by 
direct debit never have to worry about 
missing a rates payment and never 

incur penalties – it’s the easiest and 
most flexible way to pay.  You choose 
how often you pay and which day of 
the week the payment comes out of 
your account.
If you would like to know more about 
paying rates by direct debit, please 
contact Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Mayor Nadine Taylor and Marlborough District Council Chief Executive 
Mark Wheeler congratulate the Marlborough Response Team, led by Team 
Manager Gary Spence (centre) 


