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The following meeting is open to the public 
and anyone is welcome to attend. A copy of 
the agenda will be available online and at 
Council’s office, 15 Seymour Street. 

Council 
Thursday 15 December at 9.00 am
The time and date may be subject to change, 
please contact the Committee Secretary,  
Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.
Please note the Blenheim Customer  
Service Centre is closed on Wednesdays 
from 12.30 pm to 1.30 pm.

Council
meetingsAwatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice

Water from Council’s reticulation network 
to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas 
should be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking 
Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All 

water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps 
on Marama Road, outside Seddon School.  
For further information contact Council on  
Ph: 03 520 7400.

Marlborough Events follow-me.co.nz

Te Pātaka o Wairau Māori  
Night Market
This popular night market is back! 
Come and enjoy an evening of Māori 
culture - kai, arts, products, kapa haka, 
entertainment and more; there will be 
something for all ages.
Fri 9 Dec, 4.00 pm - 8.00 pm  
Seymour Square, Blenheim

Renwick Christmas Tree Festival
Get into the Christmas spirit and enjoy this 
spectacular annual display of Christmas 
trees decorated by local businesses and 
community groups.
Tue 13 - Sat 24 Dec; 10.00 am - 10.00 pm 
Renwick Anglican Community Church,  
54 High Street, Renwick

Rock Ferry Wine’s  
Twilight Market
Head along to this monthly market and 
enjoy an evening stroll through the stalls 
of local artisan producers, glass of wine in 
hand. Or pick up a bite to eat from a food 
truck and settle in to watch the setting sun.
Wed 14 Dec; 4.00 pm - 7.00 pm 
Rock Ferry Cellar Door, 130 Hammerichs 
Road, Blenheim

Residents satisfied with Council services
Marlborough residents are relatively happy 
when it comes to Council services.
That’s according to a recent survey  
which saw 62% of residents saying they  
are satisfied. 
While the satisfaction level had been 
comparatively high over the last decade, it 
decreased to 62% in 2022 from 68% in 2021. 
However, the Council’s overall satisfaction 
rating is still on a par with the New Zealand 
national benchmark for councils.
Mayor Nadine Taylor said while it had been 
a difficult year for a variety of reasons, 
satisfaction levels were maintained in many 
areas of Council services. 
“Compared to 2021, satisfaction levels  
have been maintained or improved across 
most services, with very high positivity in 
some areas, while continuing to match or  
out-perform national benchmarks.”
“Overall, three-quarters of Council services 
achieved a satisfaction score of 60% or more, 
with 12 services achieving 80% satisfaction 
or higher.” 
Only two services recorded a statistically 
significant decline: Covid-19 recovery and 

sealed roads which could be attributed to the 
July 2021 storm which caused slips and road 
closures around the region. 
“The Council’s roading engineers had 
advised residents in September 2021 that 
repairs and restored access to some areas 
was likely to take up to a year - for example 
the Kenepuru,” Mayor Taylor said.
However, there were some very high scores 
in key areas of Council’s work.
“Drinking water, sewerage, sports grounds, 
swimming pools, parks and reserves, 
libraries, emergency management, 
community halls, cemeteries and harbours 
all scored above 80% satisfaction. Many of 
these scores are ahead of other councils 
around New Zealand,” she said.
Resident satisfaction is an important indicator 
for measuring the public’s perception of 
Council services. The survey helps measure 
Council’s performance through targets set 
in its Long-Term Plan and reported in its 
annual report.
The survey is available at www.marlborough.
govt.nz/your-council/long-term-and-annual-
plans-policies-and-reports/residents-
satisfaction-survey

New economic wellbeing strategy launched
Marlborough’s Economic Wellbeing Strategy 
2022-32, the first of its kind for our region, has 
been officially launched.
Deputy Mayor David Croad said the strategy is 
an exciting blueprint for Marlborough's future.
“The strategy was developed in collaboration 
with industry sectors, the Marlborough 
Regional Skills and Leadership Group, 
investors and entrepreneurs, to plan and 
enhance the region's economic future.”
The Deputy Mayor said the document sets a 
direction for the development of Marlborough's 
economy, which includes its current successful 
sectors and also new, emerging sectors like 
tech and innovation.
“The past two years have been extremely 
challenging for some industry sectors but 
the pandemic also created new business 
opportunities. Our primary industries - 
viticulture, agriculture, forestry and fisheries 
- along with the science and technology 
and construction sectors have been the 
foundation of Marlborough's strong economic 
performance,” he said.
Last year the Council decided to increase 
its investment in economic development 
by $100k a year. That funding is already 
boosting start-up support, tech programmes, 

Smart+Connected collaborative industry 
workstreams and intelligence gathering  
from economists.
Economic Development Portfolio Manager 
Dorien Vermaas said the strategy provides a 
vision and guidance for the future with a focus 
on improving wellbeing and productivity.
“It involves all industry sectors working 
together towards a single vision. It's an exciting 
time to be looking forward and seeing how 
we can work together through collaboration, 
innovation and embracing new technologies,” 
Ms Vermaas said. 
The strategy covers seven key focus areas:
•   Aquaculture
•   Aviation and Aerospace
•   Forestry and wood processing
•   Screen and creative industries
•   Technology and innovation
•   Wine
•   The Māori economy
You can read the Marlborough Economic 
Wellbeing Strategy 2022-32 on Council’s 
website: www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-
council/marlborough-smart-and-connected/
marlborough-economic-wellbeing-
strategy-2021-2031

Left to right - Council’s Economic Development Programmes Manager, Mark Unwin; Economic 
Development Portfolio Manager Dorien Vermaas and Chamber of Commerce General Manager Pete 
Coldwell answer questions from the audience at the launch of the Marlborough Economic Wellbeing 
Strategy 2022-32

Marlborough Response Team earns national accreditation
Marlborough volunteer emergency 
responders are now officially among the 
best in the country.
The Marlborough Response Team recently 
became the second response team in 
the country to achieve new national 
accreditation standards, showing it meets 
the requirements to respond not only to 
local emergencies but also events around 
the country and overseas.
Team Manager Gary Spence says the team 
has been working towards accreditation for 
18 months.
“We must be able to demonstrate skills and 
expertise in a number of disciplines, from 
mass casualty triage, setting up and running 
Civil Defence centres, rescue of casualties 
from collapsed buildings and rope rescue. 
We must also be entirely self-sufficient if 
sent to another region to assist. The team 
trains with Fire and Emergency and  
St John and has been tasked by Police  
for rope-based search and rescue.”
The National Emergency Management 
Agency has developed a training and 
standards programme so all 30 teams in 

New Zealand have common training and 
operating structures.
Mayor Nadine Taylor said the team  
deserved recognition.
“This is an acknowledgement of their  
hard work and dedication over a long 
period. Marlburians can be proud they  
have a dedicated, skilled and respected  
response team who can respond effectively 
in an emergency.”
“The common factors amongst its members 
is that they thrive in what can be a physically 
and mentally challenging environment and 
they have a deep commitment to serving 
their community,” Mayor Taylor said.
The team has helped in a number of 
emergencies, including the Kaikōura 
earthquake response; the Gita and Fehi 
storms in Nelson/Tasman; the flood 
response on the West Coast; the Pigeon 
Valley fires in Nelson and two storm and 
flood responses here in 2021 and 2022. 
Anyone interested in volunteering for the 
team can enquire through Marlborough 
District Council, Ph: 03 520 7400.

Mayor Nadine Taylor and Marlborough District Council Chief Executive Mark Wheeler congratulate the 
Marlborough Response Team, led by Team Manager Gary Spence (centre)

Have your say on Waka Kotahi’s speed management plan
Consultation is now open on Waka Kotahi’s 
Interim State Highway Speed Management 
Plan. Locally, the proposal looks to tackle 
speed limits outside four Marlborough 
schools and at the intersection of Jacksons 
Road and State Highway 6.
The proposal could see the speed limit 
outside the Rai Valley Area, Renwick and 
Havelock schools reduced to 30kph at 
certain times of the day, while the speed limit 
outside Riverlands School would reduce to 
60kph during peak periods.
Waka Kotahi said the speed limits outside 
the schools, which are on state highways, 
would be classed as variable which means 
the speed limit would drop at different points 
in the day depending on traffic volumes and 
environmental conditions, and other factors.
The plan also proposes to make changes 
at the intersection of Jacksons Road and 

SH6. This would become an ‘intersection 
speed zone’ which means when a driver is 
approaching on a side road, either Jacksons 
Road or Grahams Road, an electronic speed 
limit sign would temporarily activate to show 
a lower speed limit on SH6.
“Intersection speed zones are used to 
improve the safety at rural intersections 
along high speed roads,” Waka Kotahi said. 
“Reducing the speed limit at Jacksons Road 
would make it easier for people pulling out on 
to SH6, and lower the risk.”
The plan proposes speed limit changes to 
more than 500 kilometres of state highways 
in 440 locations across the country. Of this, 
269 schools and 11 marae are included.
To have your say, visit www.nzta.govt.nz/
ISMP and submit your feedback before the 
consultation period closes on Monday  
12 December.

New citizens celebrated
Mayor Nadine Taylor has been busy 
welcoming new citizens to Marlborough.
In the past few weeks, several citizenship 
ceremonies have been held welcoming  
67 new citizens.
Ceremonies had been put on hold during 
Covid with the Department of Internal Affairs 
posting certificates instead. No ceremonies 
were held from July 2021 to September 
2022. During that time 181 people were 
granted citizenship in Marlborough. 
At recent ceremonies citizens from Brazil, 
Moldova, China, UK, India, Thailand and 
Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) have been welcomed.

Mayor Taylor told the new citizens that the 
day was an important event in their lives.
“Your decision to apply for citizenship 
was no doubt made after very careful 
consideration and is a commitment to your 
future,” she said. “It is not a rejection of your 
past but in future your first loyalty will be to 
New Zealand.”
Mayor Taylor told the group that citizenship 
carried important privileges and they would 
all enjoy the rights and freedoms of  
native-born New Zealanders.

Mayor Taylor with Marlborough’s new citizens and officials at a recent ceremony

Queen Elizabeth II Award of Music
Notice is given that the Committee 
administering the above fund will give 
consideration to an award or awards to 
the Marlborough/Kaikōura candidate (or 
candidates) 18 years of age or under, who 
in 2022 passed the Royal School of Music 
or Trinity College of Music examinations, 
minimum of Grade VIII instrumental or  
Grade VI vocal (whether or not the candidate 
was examined within Marlborough or 
Kaikōura districts).
The residency qualifications are a minimum 
of one year for residents of Marlborough/
Kaikōura, though students who happen to 
be temporarily residing in other areas are 
eligible. The Awards Committee will consider 

nominations received. It is at their discretion 
whether or not to make an award.
Nominations must be received in writing 
addressed to the District Secretary, 
Marlborough District Council, PO Box 443, 
Blenheim, 7240 on or before Thursday  
19 January 2023.
There are no nomination forms, but it 
would help the Awards Committee to 
receive background information in support 
of any nomination lodged, including any 
examination result reports.
Any queries should be directed to Tony 
Quirk, Marlborough District Council,  
at tony.quirk@marlborough.govt.nz

Temporary road closure - 13 December -  
NMIT Graduation Parade
On Tuesday 13 December 2022 the following 
roads will be closed to ordinary vehicle traffic 
between 3.00 pm and 3.45 pm for the NMIT 
Graduation Parade:
•   From the Clubs of Marlborough building 
•   Alfred Street between Seymour Street, 

Hutcheson Street and Market Street  
North intersections

•   Market Street North from Alfred Street to 
High Street intersections, including the 
ramp outside Cafe le Cupp 

•   High Street between Market Street North, 
Queen Street and Seymour Street

•   Seymour Street from High Street to  
Alfred Street

•   Returning to Clubs of Marlborough via 
Alfred Street

During the period of closure, ordinary 
vehicle traffic may use the road being closed 
between events under the supervision and 
authority of an Officer of the New Zealand 
Police (Traffic Safety Branch).
It will be an offence under the above 
regulations for any person other than under 
the authority of an authorised permit to use 
the road for ordinary vehicle traffic during the 
period of closure.
This notice is given pursuant to the  
Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure)  
Regulations 1965.
Any enquiries should be addressed to  
Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads,   
Ph: 021 923 536.

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas…
‘Tis the season to be jolly in Blenheim and 
Picton as iconic Christmas trees make a 
festive statement in the two towns.
In Blenheim, the eight metre tree was 
installed last Monday, taking many hours  
to decorate. 

The star was placed at the top of the tree 
and lights were draped and secured.
To get in the Christmas spirit, visit the  
trees in the evening, when the lights  
are twinkling.

A work in progress - Blenheim’s Christmas tree 
took six hours to install and decorate last Monday

The finished product adding some sparkle to 
Market Place
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