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Marlborough Wine & Food 
Festival 2023
After a two-year hiatus, New Zealand’s 
longest running wine and food festival is 
back and this time in a brand new location, 
right in the heart of wine country. Fabulous 
wines, delicious food and wonderful live 
music from Broods, Coterie and more. 
Secure your tickets today! R18 event.
Sat 11 Feb; 10.30 am - 6.00 pm 
Renwick Domain, Uxbridge Street, Renwick

Marlborough Farmers’ Market
Head to Marlborough’s A & P Park this 
Sunday and enjoy local seasonal produce 
and products directly from those that pick, 
grow, farm and make them.
Sun 12 Feb; 9.00 am - 12.00 pm 
Marlborough A & P Park, Blenheim

Shaun Kirk - Holding Onto  
Hope Tour
Following his recent sell-out ‘Worth the 
Weight’ tour and mammoth eight month 
‘Holding Onto Hope’ tour across Australia, 
alt blues/soul singer-songwriter and 
troubadour Shaun Kirk is heading to Picton 
for one night only. R18 event.
Wed 15 Feb; 7.00 pm 
Le Cafe, 12/14 London Quay, Picton

Green light for wheelie bin rollout

Wheelie bins will soon become the chosen 
method for kerbside recycling and rubbish 
collection after Council’s Assets and Services 
Committee gave the new proposal the  
go ahead.
Assets and Services Committee chair David 
Croad said consultation at the end of last year 
found that 76 per cent of those who made a 
submission supported the move to wheelie 
bins and expanding the kerbside collection 
area.“This gave Council a clear signal that the 
community is ready to utilise this new and 
improved service,” he said.
Councillor Croad said a few changes have 
been made to the original proposal taking on 
board feedback from the community.
“The panel received 459 submissions and 
suggestions received have been worked into 
the final recommendation that was approved 
by the committee,” he said.
These include offering different size wheelie 
bins. Initially households were to be given 
two 140-litre bins, one for rubbish and one 
for recycling, to be collected on alternate 
weeks. Households would also get a 
separate 55-litre crate for glass which would 

be emptied fortnightly. However, following 
feedback, Council will offer residents a low 
(80-litre), standard (140-litre) or high  
(240-litre) volume wheelie bin option, each  
at a different cost.
Councillor Croad said it is important to 
recognise that people have different 
circumstances. “A large family might require 
a 240-litre bin where as an elderly person 
might only need a smaller 80-litre bin which 
would be easier for them to take out to the 
kerbside for collection,” he said.
The Wairau Valley and Ward communities 
signalled they would prefer to continue to use 
their local transfer stations instead of being 
part of the proposed kerbside collection. 
“Feedback from Ward and Wairau Valley 
advised the panel that the logistics of getting 
a wheelie bin to the gate of a rural property 
would be impractical,” Clr Croad said.
“The change to recycling and rubbish 
collection is a big decision for our region with 
the contract worth about $30 million. It’s one 
of our biggest contracts and is important 
to ensure the right service is provided. I’m 
pleased we have made these changes to the 
original proposal that will benefit the users of 
the new service,” Clr Croad said.
If ratified by full Council on 2 March, the new 
wheelie bin contract is expected to begin on  
1 July 2024.
For more information on the wheelie bin roll 
out and establishment of remote transfer 
stations visit: www.marlborough.govt.nz/
services/refuse/community-consultation-
waste-services

Sounds community workshops well attended

More than 100 people attended the workshop in 
Havelock last week

D’Urville Island Residents' Association Chair Terry 
Savage (middle) with councillors Ben Minehan and 
Raylene Innes, at the French Pass Town Hall

French Pass Road looking north-west to Rangitoto ki te Tonga/D’Urville Island

New freedom camping bylaw set for May
Council’s freedom camping bylaw, which allows for freedom camping at 11 sites across the 
district, up from just five originally proposed, is set to come into effect this May.
The sites in which freedom camping will be provided for under the Responsible Camping 
Control Bylaw 2022 are the Wairau Diversion, Taylor Dam, Renwick Dog Park, Renwick 
Domain car park, Wynen Street car park, Lansdowne Park car park, Lake Elterwater road 
reserve (Ward), Blairich Reserve (Awatere Valley), Opouri Road (Carluke Domain), Alfred 
Stream (Rai Valley) and Wash Bridge recreation reserve on SH63.
Many of these locations will limit the number of nights freedom campers can stay, and the 
number of vehicles permitted at each of the sites, for example, camping at Lansdowne Park 
will be limited to four vehicles and a one-night stay Monday to Thursday.
Speaking at the Assets and Services Committee meeting, Mayor Nadine Taylor, who also 
sat on the Hearings Panel, noted that the bylaw has been years in the making and has been 
through three rounds of public consultation.
“Following a claim for judicial review by the New Zealand Motor Caravan Association in 
May 2021 over the limitations of the 2020 Bylaw, Council has been through two additional 
consultations and followed a very robust process,” Mayor Taylor said.
“The Hearings Panel conducted a thorough assessment of the sites as part of their  
decision-making,” she said.
The panel considering the bylaw was made up of independent commissioner Martin Williams, 
former Mayor John Leggett and current Mayor Nadine Taylor.
The implementation of the bylaw is subject to full Council ratification on 2 March.

Upcoming meetings: the future of Marlborough’s freshwater
Council wants to hear from communities, 
businesses and iwi about their vision for the 
future of Marlborough’s freshwater. This is the 
first of three consultation periods over the 
next two years, as part of the Government's 
Essential Freshwater package and in 
particular the National Policy Statement for 
Freshwater Management.
Marlborough is a large district with various 
needs for freshwater, so this first round of 
submissions is also asking for feedback on 

Freshwater Management Units (FMUs), which 
are six areas grouped because they are a 
single catchment or group of catchments with 
similar characteristics.
Council encourages the public to attend a 
public meeting, as well as make a submission. 
Visit www.marlborough.govt.nz  to make a 
submission, or pick up a hard copy at Council 
offices, and submit by Tuesday 28 February 
2023.

Public meeting schedule 

Date Location Freshwater Management 
Unit

Thurs, 9 Feb  
7.00 - 9.00 pm

Wairau Valley Hall 
17 Morse Street, Wairau Valley

Wairau

Thurs, 16 Feb
7.00 - 9.00 pm

Yealands Awatere Memorial Hall 
Foster Street, Seddon

Awatere

Fri, 17 Feb
10.00 - 11.00 am

Online via Zoom* All

Mon, 20 Feb
12.00 pm - 1.00 pm

Online via Zoom* All

Mon, 20 Feb
7.00 pm - 9.00 pm

Ward Community Hall
61 Ward Street, Ward

East Coast Complex

Tues, 21 Feb
8.00 pm - 9.00 pm

Online via Zoom* All

Thurs, 23 Feb
7.00 pm - 9.00 pm

Scenic Hotel (Marlborough Room)  
65 Alfred Street, Blenheim Central 

Wairau

*Zoom links to online meetings are available at www.marlborough.govt.nz

We love it here campaign launched
Council has joined forces with other agencies to help spread the word and help our amazing 
local business community fill their talent gaps. 
As part of the Innovate Marlborough activation plan, Council’s Economic Development team, 
along with the Marlborough Chamber of Commerce and the Ministry of Social Development, 
are leading this skills attraction campaign to support Marlborough businesses fulfil current 
$70,000-plus job vacancies and bring new talent to our region.   
Be sure to keep an eye out at the airport, ferry terminals, cafès and shops for the ‘we love it 
here’ brochure. 
Current vacancies and information on the campaign can be found on the ‘we love it here’ 
website: www.weloveithere.nz/
Get involved by following the @weloveithere Instagram account and enter the social media 
competition by sharing why you love it in Marlborough. Don't forget to share with your 
friends or family who might be considering a move to Marlborough.

Civic Honours Awards - nominations wanted
Council invites nominations for the Civic Honours Awards from community organisations.
Nominations can be made for people who have performed exemplary community service  
in Marlborough.
Details of the scheme and nomination forms are available online or from Council reception  
Seymour Street, Blenheim and the Picton Library and Service Centre.
Nominations must be received at Council (Blenheim office) by 5.00 pm on Thursday  
23 March 2023.
For any queries, please contact Tony Quirk, Ph: 03 520 7429 or email  
tony.quirk@marlborough.govt.nz

Commercial Events Fund opening soon
Round Two of Council’s 2022/2023 Commercial Events Fund opens next Monday 13 February.
The Fund was established to help create economic benefit to Marlborough by attracting  
new events and helping to build on existing ones. Council’s Commercial Events Fund  
Sub-committee considers the applications and there is up to $130,000 available for allocation 
each year.
To be eligible, commercial events must be held within the Marlborough District Council 
boundaries. Community events, conferences, conventions, trade shows and exhibitions are 
not eligible. Funding is granted on an annual basis but it does not mean that all funds must be 
distributed each year. Past applicants who have been unsuccessful may re-apply.
Key dates:
•  Applications close: 5.00 pm, Monday 13 March 2023
•  Funding decision by: 5.00 pm, Friday 7 April 2023
Applications must be completed via Council’s website:  
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/recreation/events/commercial-events-fund
Any enquiries can be directed to Council’s Regional Events Advisor, Samantha Young,  
Ph: 03 520 7400 or email: events@marlborough.govt.nz

Temporary road closure - Marlborough Wine & Food Festival
On Saturday 11 February 2023 Blicks Road, between Inkerman Street and Blicks Road 
intersection and the Alma Street and Blicks Road intersection in Renwick will be closed or 
restricted to ordinary vehicle traffic between 9.30 am to 7.30 pm for the Marlborough Wine 
Food Festival. 
During the period of closure, ordinary vehicle traffic may use the road being closed  
between events under the supervision and authority of an Officer of the New Zealand Police 
(Traffic Safety Branch).
It will be an offence under the above regulations for any person other than under the authority 
of an authorised permit to use the road for ordinary vehicle traffic during the period of closure.
This notice is hereby given under Section 342 of the Local Government Act 1974.
Any enquiries should be addressed to Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads, Ph: 021 923 536.

NADINE TAYLOR
MAYOR

Give our street trees a drink
Marlborough’s summer can make life hard for our street trees. 
While watering of younger trees is carried out regularly by contractors the trees also 
appreciate a helping hand from residents over the hot summer months. 
Please keep an eye on the tree outside your place - if it’s looking dry then feel free to 
give it a drink with a hand-held hose or a watering can, either early in the morning or in 
the evening. 
Using recycled water from the bath or sink is a good idea. You can help care for our 
street trees by:
•  Keeping lawn mowers and grass clippings away from the trunk to prevent  

bark damage 
•  Weeding around the base of the tree 
•  Not parking over tree roots 
•  Reporting vandalism or wind damage to Council
The Council plants smaller, drought tolerant street trees, maintained by professional 
arborists who are responsible for their care. Please contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 
7400 if you notice a problem with a street tree.

There was a big turnout at a series of community workshops held last week to gather 
information and ideas from Sounds residents, ratepayers and businesses about how to 
provide a safe and resilient transport system for the Sounds into the future. Meetings took 
place at French Pass, Rai Valley, Havelock and Picton, Portage and Waitaria Bay. 
Some community organisations and stakeholders also met with the project team at a 
workshop in Havelock and an online Zoom meeting was also held.
A project team, made up of Council and engineering consultancy Stantec staff, asked 
attendees for their thoughts on how people could get in and out of the Sounds in the future. 
They also sought ideas and alternative options and feedback about where improvements or 
interventions may be able to solve the identified problems.
Attendees’ feedback will be collated and a series of options developed by Council and 
Stantec. Council will then have discussions with Waka Kotahi and come back to the 
community with a number of proposed options in April or May this year. A preferred option 
will then be identified.  
A survey for the Marlborough Sounds Future Access Study opened last Tuesday. The survey 
is for Sounds residents, homeowners and businesses and designed to help inform future 
transport options in and out of the Sounds. People are encouraged to fill out the survey 
online, which closes at 5.00 pm on Wednesday 22 February. 
To complete the survey go to: https://forms.office.com/r/8fP15rGaLg
For more information go to: www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/roads-and-transport/
marlborough-sounds-future-access-study

Catchment care update
Marlborough’s Catchment Care for At-Risk 
Catchments project has so far seen more 
than 9,111 hectares of land surveyed across 
four catchment areas.
Mitigation work to improve water quality is 
underway in all four areas.
The five year programme has a goal of 
establishing 42,000 plants to protect 
riparian and wetland areas and complete 
36.5km of fencing, helping landowners meet 
requirements under the new  
freshwater regulations.
Catchments involved were identified through 
the Marlborough Environment Plan as 
degraded or at risk of degradation.
As part of the project, Council worked with 
the community to develop a collaborative 
catchment enhancement plan to identify 
issues and possible tools to help  
mitigate them.
Catchment Care Officer Rachel Russell said 
the project targeted planting and fencing as 
a way of improving water quality including 
improving E coli levels in waterways by 
fencing out stock.
“This project aims to give us a much better 
understanding of what is affecting our water 
quality,” she said. “In turn we can protect that 
water quality, particularly through reducing 
erosion and silt build-up.”
“Each catchment has a characterisation study 
completed which identifies relevant water 

quality issues. We use this and the Catchment 
Condition Survey to guide conversations with 
landowners.”
Project coordinators have been talking to 
landowners and she praised them for their 
support and efforts in fencing off waterways.
“It is a massive undertaking with a 
considerable loss of grazing, but the results 
show it’s worthwhile and it’s a real credit to 
the landowners,” Mrs Russell said.
Two lots of dung beetles were released in 
December and January as part of the project, 
as they had the ability to greatly improve 
water quality.

Plantings undertaken last year in the Are Are 
Creek catchment
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