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Sounds News He kōrero nō te Kaunihera o Wairau

Contact the Harbourmaster’s Office if  
you need advice or information about  
Marlborough’s harbours.
03 520 7400 | HARBOURS@MARLBOROUGH.GOVT.NZ

Council’s Harbours team - working to  
ensure our waterways are safe for  
everyone to enjoy. 

There was a big turnout at a series of 
community workshops held last week to 
gather information and ideas from Sounds 
residents, ratepayers and businesses about 
how to provide a safe and resilient transport 
system for the Sounds into the future. 
Meetings took place at French Pass, Rai Valley, Havelock and 
Picton, Portage and Waitaria Bay. 
Some community organisations and stakeholders also met 
with the project team at a workshop in Havelock and an 
online Zoom meeting was also held.
A project team, made up of Council and engineering 
consultancy Stantec staff, asked attendees for their thoughts 
on how people could get in and out of the Sounds in the 
future. They also sought ideas and alternative options and 
feedback about where improvements or interventions may 
be able to solve the identified problems.

Attendees’ feedback will be collated and a series of options 
developed by Council and Stantec. Council will then 
have discussions with Waka Kotahi and come back to the 
community with a number of proposed options in April or 
May this year. A preferred option will then be identified.  
A survey for the Marlborough Sounds Future Access Study 
opened last Tuesday. The survey is for Sounds residents, 
homeowners and businesses and designed to help inform 
future transport options in and out of the Sounds. People are 
encouraged to fill out the survey online, which closes at  
5.00 pm on Wednesday 22 February. 
To complete the survey go to:  
https://forms.office.com/r/8fP15rGaLg
For more information go to:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/roads-and-transport/
marlborough-sounds-future-access-study

New freedom camping bylaw set for May
Council’s freedom camping bylaw, which allows for freedom  
camping at 11 sites across the district, up from just five originally 
proposed, is set to come into effect this May.
The sites in which freedom camping will be provided for under the Responsible Camping 
Control Bylaw 2022 are the Wairau Diversion, Taylor Dam, Renwick Dog Park, Renwick 
Domain car park, Wynen Street car park, Lansdowne Park car park, Lake Elterwater road 
reserve (Ward), Blairich Reserve (Awatere Valley), Opouri Road (Carluke Domain), Alfred 
Stream (Rai Valley) and Wash Bridge recreation reserve on SH63.
Many of these locations will limit the number of nights freedom campers can stay, and the 
number of vehicles permitted at each of the sites, for example, camping at Lansdowne 
Park will be limited to four vehicles and a one-night stay Monday to Thursday.
Speaking at the Assets and Services Committee meeting, Mayor Nadine Taylor, who also 
sat on the Hearings Panel, noted that the bylaw has been years in the making and has 
been through three rounds of public consultation.
“Following a claim for judicial review by the New Zealand Motor Caravan Association in 
May 2021 over the limitations of the 2020 Bylaw, Council has been through two additional 
consultations and followed a very robust process,” Mayor Taylor said.
“The Hearings Panel conducted a thorough assessment of the sites as part of their 
decision-making,” she said.
The panel considering the bylaw was made up of independent commissioner Martin 
Williams, former Mayor John Leggett and current Mayor Nadine Taylor.
The implementation of the bylaw is subject to full Council ratification on 2 March.

Sounds community workshops well attended

More than 100 people attended the workshop in Havelock last 
week

D’Urville Island Residents Association Chair Terry Savage 
(middle) with councillors Ben Minehan and Raylene Innes, at the 
French Pass Town Hall

French Pass Road looking north-west to Rangitoto ki te  
Tonga/D’Urville Island
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