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The following meetings are open to 
the public and anyone is welcome to 
attend. Copies of the agendas will be 
available online and at Council’s Office, 
15 Seymour Street. 
Council 
Thursday 2 March at 9.00 am

Assets & Services Committee
Tuesday 7 March at 9.00 am
Environment & Planning Committee
Thursday 9 March at 9.00 am
The times and dates may be subject  
to change, please contact the  
Committee Secretary, Ph: 03 520 7400 
for confirmation.
Please note the Blenheim Customer 
Service Centre is closed on Wednesdays 
from 12.30 pm to 1.30 pm.

Council
meetings

Marlborough Events follow-me.co.nz

Walnut Ranch Open Day
Sat 18 Feb; 10.00 am - 2.00 pm
Great fun for the whole family. Head along 
and feed the animals, meet the alpacas, say 
hi to the turtles, enjoy a pony ride and try 
your hand gem fossicking at the little old 
gold and gem mine. 
Walnut Ranch, 70 David Street, Blenheim

Crop Swap
Sat 18 Feb; 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm
Monthly get-together giving you the 
chance to connect with like-minded 
backyard gardeners to swap and share 
quality food and produce. Spread the 
word and bring your friends, family  
and neighbours.
Crossroads Cafe,  
2 Redwood Street, Blenheim

A Night of Irish & Scottish 
Comedy in Picton
Sat 18 Feb; 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm
Booze and Craic is bringing the laughs back 
to Picton with award-winning comedian 
Alan McElroy from the Emerald Isle. Don't 
wait too long to secure your tickets!  
R18 event.
Picton Little Theatre, 9 Dublin Street, Picton

Council to trial public forum initiative
Council’s Economic, Finance and Community Committee (EFC) meetings will trial a new 
public forum starting next month. 
The initiative gives residents the opportunity to talk, for up to five minutes, about agenda 
items relating to EFC and its areas of responsibility. 
EFC Chairperson Councillor Jamie Arbuckle said similar forums were common in other 
councils around the country.
“We now have the framework set up and will look at starting the meeting 30 minutes 
earlier to allow for members of the public to speak,” he said. “The public forum gives 
residents the opportunity to speak to issues of relevance to the agenda or emerging 
issues in the committee’s areas of responsibility.”
Residents can already express their views through Council’s Annual Plan/LTP process and 
consultation processes, Clr Arbuckle said, and the forum is not designed to replace those. 
“Topics will be restricted to agenda items and emerging issues of EFC as there are other 
avenues available,” he said.
Mayor Nadine Taylor said while Councillor Arbuckle was the driving force behind the 
proposed forum, she supported it and had worked on the structure with him.
“It’s important to open up the chambers and decision-making to the public where we can,” 
she said. “Council committees are the workhorses of Council and I think it’s the right place 
for the community to come as we work through the papers.”
A facility will be made available for public forum speakers to speak online, and requests 
must be made at least one clear day before the meeting unless the chairperson  
decides otherwise.
At the end of the year the success and scope of the trial will be reviewed.
If ratified, the first opportunity to speak will be the Economic, Finance and Community 
Committee meeting on Tuesday 21 March. Other EFC meetings for the year are 2 May, 13 
June, 25 July, 5 September, 17 October and 28 November.
The year-long trial is subject to ratification by full Council on 2 March.

Final stage of Murphys Road infrastructure upgrade starts soon
The final stage in a series of upgrades to infrastructure services in Murphys Road, 
Springlands will get underway at the end of this month with the replacement of a water 
main which runs from Middle Renwick Road to Roseneath Lane.
Assets and Services Manager Richard Coningham said the multi-faceted project had 
involved Marlborough Lines upgrading the underground power cables on the eastern side 
of Murphys Road, and an upgrade of the sewer pipeline on the western side of Murphys 
Road, north of Ward Street. 
“The upgrade of the water main is the final piece in the puzzle,” Mr Coningham said.
“The water main, which is just over 600 metres long and larger than the current water 
main, will meet the demands of the new Summerset retirement home on Old Renwick 
Road and accommodate development within the surrounding areas. 
It will also provide a higher level of service to the community,” he said.
Contractor Schick Civil Construction who have experience installing services in other 
areas of Blenheim has been awarded the contract. Work is expected to begin in late 
February and the project is due to be completed by the end of May.
In order to minimise disruption, work in front of Springlands School and Springlands 
Kindergarten is scheduled to occur during the school holidays. 
Residents will continue to have access to their properties except when the excavations 
are immediately passing their access. When this occurs residents will be given 48 hours’ 
notice by the contractor before any work begins.
 “Council appreciates the patience of residents in the Murphys Road area to date, and as 
this final upgrade takes place,” Mr Coningham said.

Contractors laying the new sewer pipeline on the western side of Murphys Road last year

Blooming beautiful at Pollard Park
The flower gardens at Pollard Park are in  
full bloom providing a spectacular display 
for visitors.
If you aren’t a regular visitor then now is a 
great time to enjoy a wander through the 
park, taking in the annual flower beds, the 
perennial cottage garden and rose gardens. 
The 18,000 annuals that were planted in 
November and December last year are  
at their peak and will last through until  
March or April. They include begonias, 
petunias, salvia, geranium, cineraria, 
rudbeckia and marigold. 

Asset and Management Technician Rachel 
Hutchinson said Council’s garden team 
regularly dead head the plants, which 
encouraged them to continue flowering.
“Removing spent flowers on a regular basis 
stops the plants putting too much energy 
into producing seeds and more energy into 
producing flowers,” she said.
While time consuming, it resulted in long 
flowering and can apply to the annuals, 
roses and perennials in your home garden, 
Rachel said.
The pictorial garden, on the bank near the 
entrance, is currently sporting emoji faces.

Blue salvia, yellow cineraria and orange marigolds provide a spectacular display in Pollard Park

Yellow and orange marigolds, red begonia and white alyssum make up the emoji faces

Mayor welcomes new Destination Marlborough  
general manager
Mayor Nadine Taylor has welcomed new general manager of Destination Marlborough 
Bruce Moffat to the region. 
Bruce joined the Destination Marlborough team from Canterbury where he was general 
manager of Experience Mid Canterbury at Ashburton District Tourism agency. 
Bruce has a background in tourism, travel and sales and marketing. 
He said it was a privilege to be working with a high calibre team in such a beautiful part 
of the South Island. 
“I’m really looking forward to getting to know Marlborough and the visitor opportunities 
we have here. It’s a special region with outstanding attractions for domestic and 
overseas visitors.”
The Mayor thanked outgoing general manager Jacqui Lloyd for her leadership of 
Destination Marlborough over the past six years. 
“Jacqui has done a brilliant job through some very challenging times for the tourism 
industry. I wish her all the very best for the future.”

Mayor Nadine Taylor welcomes Bruce Moffat 

Marlborough Sounds Future Access Study survey closes soon
An online survey for the Marlborough 
Sounds Future Access Study closes at  
5.00 pm on Wednesday 22 February so 
now’s the time to have your say. 
Council embarked on the study to support 
the case for funding safe and resilient  
long-term access solutions for the  
storm-affected areas of the Sounds.
The survey is aimed at Sounds residents, 
homeowners and businesses to help  
inform future transport options in and out  
of the Sounds. 
A link to the survey and more information 
can be found at www.marlborough.govt.nz/
services/roads-and-transport/marlborough-
sounds-future-access-study

People are encouraged to fill out the survey 
online. If this is not possible, please call the 
Council on 03 520 7400. You will be put 
through to a staff member who can help.

Submissions on Marlborough’s freshwater closing soon
Council wants to hear from communities, 
businesses and iwi about their visions for 
the future of Marlborough’s freshwater. This 
is the first of three consultation periods 
over the next two years, as part of the 
Government's Essential Freshwater package 
and, in particular, the National Policy 
Statement for Freshwater Management. 
Submissions for this round close on Tuesday 
28 February and the focus is seeking your 
feedback on freshwater management units 

(pictured). The six areas are grouped under 
a single catchment or group of catchments 
with similar characteristics.
Council encourages the public to attend 
a public meeting, as well as make a 
submission. Visit https://www.marlborough.
govt.nz/environment/freshwater-
management/have-your-say-on-freshwater 
to find out meeting times and locations, as 
well as ways to make a submission.

New flagpole for Homewood Hall
One of Marlborough’s more remote communities is to receive a boost in the shape of a new 
flagpole and base for its hall.
Homewood War Memorial Hall has served the Pelorus Sound area since being  
opened by MP Tom Shand in April 1953. Situated in Marys Bay in the outer Sounds, the hall 
is a focal point for the local community and regularly used by organisations and for church 
and RSA services, weddings, christenings, farewells and fundraising functions. 
The Maritime Parks Board and Marlborough District Council has held public meetings there, 
and for nearly 50 years the hall hosted the correspondence school. 
Every Anzac Day memorial services are held at Homewood Hall and for many years locals 
have made do with temporary flagpoles. 
Sounds ward Councillor Barbara Faulls said the community signalled some time ago  
they would love a new flagpole and she was delighted to see the project through to a 
successful end.
“In the same way that Homewood Hall is seen by the community as a place for families to 
connect, the flag signifies the sacrifice and the loss of many fine young men and women, 
in particular, the young men who rowed out to the troop ships and never returned to the 
Sounds," she said. “The old bamboo pole did not provide the same level of respect and 
dignity and now that there is a proper flagpole it will allow families to commemorate with 
extra pride on Anzac Day.” 
Small Townships Project Manager Heather Graham said funding for the project has come 
from the Community Projects Fund. 
“Council allocates a percentage of the annual Small Townships budget for small, low cost 
infrastructure projects on outdoor public spaces,” said Ms Graham. “Any organisation or 
group representing a small township or community in Marlborough (except Blenheim, Picton 
and Waikawa) can apply."

Homewood War Memorial Hall’s temporary flagpole will be replaced with a new one

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from Council’s reticulation network 
to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas 
should be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking 
Water Standards and may contain bacteria 
or protozoa that are harmful to human 
health. All water used for drinking, food 

preparation or cleaning teeth should be 
boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps 
on Marama Road, outside Seddon School. 
For further information contact the Council 
on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Tree felling at Victoria Domain, Picton
A number of large trees will be removed from 
the Victoria Domain near the Sussex Street 
entrance in Picton on Monday 20 February. 
The trees are a wilding exotic species - 
western red cedar - which are spreading 
throughout the domain’s native forest area 

and causing shading issues to nearby 
properties. The felling work will take place 
from 7.00 am until 5.00 pm. 
During this time the one-way loop road and a 
short section of the marina to marina walking 
track will be closed. 
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