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An online survey for the Marlborough 
Sounds Future Access Study is now open. 
Council embarked on the study to support 
the case for funding safe and resilient 
long-term access solutions for the storm-
affected areas of the Sounds.
People are encouraged to fill out the 
online survey, which closes at 5.00 pm 
on Wednesday 22 February. The survey is 
aimed at Sounds’ residents, homeowners 
and businesses to help inform future 
transport options in and out of the 
Sounds. 
Mayor Nadine Taylor said she encourages 
the Sounds’ community to provide their 
views through the survey.
“Over the coming weeks, the project team 
will gather the community’s views collated 
from the survey and public meetings, 
before analysing them.” 
“While there will be another opportunity 
to provide feedback later in the study, this 
survey will help set the foundation for 

If you have a dam on your property now is 
the time to check whether new regulations 
apply to you.
Announced by the Ministry of Business, 
Innovation and Employment (MBIE) in 
May last year, the new regulations on Dam 
Safety [Building (Dam Safety) Regulations 
2022] will come into force from May 2024 
and will set out the minimum requirements 
for dam safety in New Zealand.
It’s important that those with dams on 
their property are aware of the changes in 
regulations now so they have time to check 
whether they will be impacted.
The new regulations will provide a 
consistent, nationwide framework to protect 
people, property and the environment 
from the potential impacts of dam failure, 
both in the immediate vicinity of dams and 
further downstream.
The new regulations will apply to all 
dams that fall under the definition of a 

‘Classifiable Dam’, for which a dam must be: 
• Four metres or higher and store 20,000 

or more cubic metres volume of water or 
other fluid; or

• One metre or higher and store 40,000 or 
more cubic metres volume of water or 
other fluid

From 13 May 2024, the owners of a 
Classifiable Dam will need to confirm the 
potential risk their dam poses in the event 
of failure, put in place dam safety plans and 
undertake regular dam inspections.
Over the coming months Council’s Dam 
Safety team will contact those who have 
sufficiently large water bodies on their land 
to confirm whether they have a Classifiable 
Dam, and to help them prepare for the 
new regulations.
For further information, visit  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/
building-services/dam-safety or email 
damsafety@marlborough.govt.nz

The Council’s Blenheim office, Marlborough 
District Library (Blenheim) and Picton Library 
and Service Centre are closed.
Refuse, recycling and kerbside collections
Kerbside refuse and recycling collection due 
for pick up on Monday 6 February will be 
collected on Tuesday 7 February. 
The Resource Recovery Centre, Re-use Centre 
and Waste Sorting Centre will be open from 
8.00 am until 4.30 pm. The landfill will be 

open between 8.00 am and midday only.
The Picton and Havelock transfer stations 
will be open as per normal from 8.00 am 
until 4.00 pm. Rai Valley Transfer Station will 
be open from 9.00 am until midday. Transfer 
stations in Seddon and Wairau Valley will be 
closed.
Bus Service
Bus services will not run on Monday 6 
February.

Marlborough Sounds Future Access Study 
survey launched 

Own a dam? Check whether new safety 
regulations apply to you

Council services on Waitangi Day holiday - 
Monday 6 February

The second stage in Renwick’s vineyard 
cycle trail is underway.
The 6.5km section, linking the Allan 
Scott winery in Jacksons Road to 
Renwick using off-road routes, is 
part of a proposed 8.7km trail and 
connects with an existing section of 
off-road path along Jacksons Road that 
was completed in 2020.
Mayor Nadine Taylor said the trail was 
a significant addition to the existing 
cycle infrastructure around Renwick, 
important for tourism, and she looked 
forward to the completion of the 
entire project.
Council has invested significantly in 
the trail which was a complex project 
and only possible thanks to the 
backing of landowners.
“I would particularly like to 
acknowledge the support of corporate 
landowners who have given easements 
through their properties,” Mayor Taylor 
said. “It’s fantastic to get visitors and 
locals off busy roads and cycling 
through the vines.”
There are 20 cellar doors within an 
eight kilometre radius of Renwick and 

10,000 bike visitors each year.
Steve Hill, chairman of the Renwick Bike 
Walk group, said the trail goes along 
the Ōpaoa River stopbank and joins 
up with the Omaka River near the Old 
Renwick Road ford, following that to 
the SH63 road bridge then along road 
reserve to Havelock Street.
Future plans include completing an 
entire trail around Renwick that will 
benefit locals as well as tourists.
“There are areas on the edges of 
vineyards, on river stopbanks and 
roadside reserves that, with careful 
development and management can 
be used for cycle paths with minimal 
or no impact on vineyard operations,” 
Steve said. “The wineries we have 
worked with so far have recognised 
this potential and their involvement 
has been a major boost to the paths 
we’ve developed.”
Steve thanked property owners for 
their generosity and cooperation 
including Talley’s, Pernod Ricard, 
Wither Hills, Allan Scott Family 
winemakers, Peter Jackson Vineyards 
and the Jordon Geddes Trust.

Renwick cycle trail moving forward

addressing the Sounds’ access issues,” says 
Mayor Taylor.
A link to the survey and more information 
can be found at www.marlborough.govt.nz/
services/roads-and-transport/marlborough-
sounds-future-access-study
People are encouraged to fill out the 
survey online. If this is not possible, please 
call the Council on 03 520 7400. You will 
be put through to a staff member who can 
fill out the survey for you over the phone.  

Mayor Nadine Taylor and trail instigator Steve Hill check out the  
new track


