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Senior Adviser for Community 
Resilience Dave Parsons is leading a 
team of six to help with the cyclone 
emergency response in Auckland. The 
team, pictured below, is helping with 
a variety of logistical tasks. Nicole 
Langedijk from the New Zealand 
Response Team based in Canterbury 
has also joined the team.
Emergency Services Officer Gary Spence 
manages the Marlborough Response 
Team and may also head north to assist 
on the ground. 
The team is made up of 26 volunteers 
who train weekly. They are qualified 
in ground-based rescue, Civil Defence 
Centre set up and supervision, mass 
rescue response and helicopter and 
4WD response. Its members range in 
age from early 20s to 60s and have 
a diverse set of skills, from technical 
expertise to strong interpersonal skills.
The team has worked on a number of 
emergencies, including the Kaikōura 

earthquake response; the Gita and Fehi 
storms in Nelson/Tasman; the flood 
response on the West Coast; the Pigeon 
Valley fires in Nelson and two flood 
responses in Marlborough in 2021 
and 2022.
Mayor Nadine Taylor said the team 
were a very special group of people.
“Marlburians can be proud they have 
a dedicated, skilled and respected 
response team who can respond 
effectively in an emergency.”
“Marlborough is fortunate to have 
such skilled and community-minded 
volunteers and it is great that we are 
able to send them north to help with 
the cyclone Gabrielle response.”
“My special thanks go to Gary Spence 
who has nurtured and built the team 
from humble beginnings back in 2013.” 
For further information on the 
Marlborough Response Team go to 
www.marlborough.govt.nz/civil-defence-
emergency-management/about-us

Blenheim’s Repair Café encourages 
people to repair rather than throw 
out household items.
A Blenheim Nativity Church 
initiative, the Repair Café is a free 
pop-up monthly event where 
everything centres on fixing broken 
household items. 
The Marlborough community 
faces challenges in dealing with 
waste and reducing what is 
sent to landfill helps protect the 
environment for future generations, 
said organiser Gerrie Mead.  
“Locals volunteer their time to 

fix items for free, with the aim 
of reducing waste, helping the 
environment and saving money.”
“If you have anything in your 
house that is broken - toasters, 
lamps, hair dryers, clothes, bikes, 
toys or crockery - bring it along 
and the Repair Café specialists will 
try to fix it for you.
“We throw away piles of stuff in 
New Zealand, even things that 
have nothing wrong with them 
which could easily be used after a 
simple repair,” Gerrie said.
The Repair Café concept began 

in the Netherlands in 2009 and 
an International Foundation (see 
www.repaircafe.org/en) provides 
professional support to those to 
start their own repair café. 
The local branch is looking 
for fix-it people, welcomers and 
hospitality helpers. If you can help, 
phone Gerrie on 027 303 0762 or 
email gerriemead01@gmail.com 
or head to John’s Kitchen at 2 
Redwood Street on the day. 
The next Repair Café is 
Saturday 25 February from 
9.00 am to  12.00 pm.

Marlborough sends emergency 
responders north

Repair Café up and running

Work has begun on the new car park 
extension at Marlborough Airport. 
Airport Chief Executive Dean Heiford 
said the new area would provide an 
additional 290 car parks which should 
provide sufficient capacity for the next 
15 years.
The work, which is expected to take up 
to five months, has been planned to 
ensure minimum disruption and allow 
alternate parking options. The layout 
includes a covered walkway, control 
arms and electric vehicle charging 
stations.
The construction project was awarded 
to Fulton Hogan with Beca as the 
contract engineer.
Further information on the airport can 
be found at:
www.marlboroughairport. co.nz

Monthly Spanish story time sessions 
at the Marlborough District Library are 
proving popular.
Libraries Manager Glenn Webster said 
the La Hora del Cuento sessions started 
last August after an approach from the 
Marlborough Multicultural Centre.
“They wanted to encourage the Spanish 
speaking community to visit the library 
as some parents were concerned their 
children were losing their Spanish 
language skills,” Mr Webster said. 
The library agreed to help address 
these concerns and provide a friendly 
gathering place for participants.
Children and Young Adult Services 
Librarian Tracey McKean said the free 
sessions were held on a Saturday to 
allow working parents to join.
“Presenters are volunteers from the 
migrant community,” Tracey said. 

“Sessions have been well supported - 
some of the readers even dress up in 
theme. They provide a chance for young 
people to reconnect with their language 
and culture through the power of story.” 
A simple craft session for the children 
follows and refreshments are offered 
to allow conversation and encourage 
browsing the library collections. 
“We hope the story time will help with 
literacy for our migrant families,” Tracey 
said. “A small collection of Spanish 
language books has been donated and 
the library has bought additional Spanish 
language titles to build the collection.” 
A special Feliz Navidad session was held 
in the lead up to Christmas and monthly 
sessions will continue throughout the 
year. For more information about session 
times go to:
www.marlboroughlibraries. govt.nz

Airport car park works underway

Spanish story time sessions popular

Marlborough Airport Chairman 
Matt Kerr (left) with Fulton 
Hogan’s Regional Manager 
Lourens van der Vyver

The Marlborough Response Team (left to right) Oliver Rathmill, Pete 
Rasmussen, Dave Parsons, Amaroa Katu, Hemi Priestley and Gary 
Spence 

Children and parents listen to a presentation by a volunteer at the La 
Hora del Cuento sessions
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