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The following meetings are open to 
the public and anyone is welcome to 
attend. Copies of the agendas will be 
available online and at Council’s Office, 
15 Seymour Street. 
Council 
Thursday 2 March at 9.00 am

Assets & Services Committee
Tuesday 7 March at 9.00 am
Environment & Planning Committee
Thursday 9 March at 9.00 am
The times and dates may be subject to 
change, please contact the Committee 
Secretary, Ph: 03 520 7400 for 
confirmation.
Please note the Blenheim Customer 
Service Centre is closed on Wednesdays 
from 12.30 pm to 1.30 pm.

Council
meetings

Marlborough Events follow-me.co.nz

Alzheimers Marlborough Golf 
Tournament
Come and take part in this fundraiser 
golf competition. A fun day is guaranteed 
with great prizes and raffles. Open to all 
golfers with a handicap. All proceeds to 
Alzheimers Marlborough.
Fri 24 Feb; 12.30 pm 
Marlborough Golf Club, Fairhall, Blenheim

Library Book Sale
Are you looking for a bargain book? The 
Libraries team has you covered with their 
bi-monthly book sale. There’s something for 
everyone - from adult fiction and large print 
titles to magazines and children’s books.
Fri 24 - Sun 26 Feb 
Fri: 9.00 am - 6.00 pm;  
Sat: 10.00 am - 4.00 pm;  
Sun: 1.00 pm - 4.00 pm  
Marlborough District Library,  
33 Arthur Street, Blenheim

Rock Ferry Wine’s Laid Back & 
Live Music Session
The team at Rock Ferry invite you to join 
them for the last session of the season! 
Come and enjoy a relaxing afternoon of 
live music from local favourites Pizazz and 
delicious food from La Ruca.
Sat 25 Feb; 1.00 pm - 4.00 pm 
Rock Ferry Cellar Door,  
130 Hammerichs Road, Blenheim

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas should 
be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School. For 
further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Marlborough sends emergency responders north
Senior Adviser for Community Resilience Dave Parsons is leading a team of six to help with 
the cyclone emergency response in Auckland. The team is helping with a variety of logistical 
tasks. 
Emergency Services Officer Gary Spence manages the Marlborough Response Team and 
may also head north to assist on the ground. 
The team is made up of 26 volunteers who train weekly. They are qualified in ground-based 
rescue, civil defence centre set up and supervision, mass rescue response, helicopter and 
4WD response. Its members range in age from early 20s to 60s and have a diverse set of 
skills, from technical expertise to strong interpersonal skills.
The team has worked on a number of emergencies, including the Kaikōura earthquake 
response; the Gita and Fehi storms in Nelson/Tasman; the flood response on the West 
Coast; the Pigeon Valley fires in Nelson and two flood responses in Marlborough in 2021 
and 2022.
For further information on the Marlborough Response Team go to  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/civil-defence-emergency-management/about-us

Airport car park works underway
Work has begun on the new car park 
extension at Marlborough Airport.
Airport Chief Executive Dean Heiford said 
the new area would provide an additional 
290 car parks which should provide 
sufficient capacity for the next 15 years.
The work, which is expected to take up to 
five months, has been planned to ensure 
minimum disruption and allow alternate 
parking options. The layout includes a 
covered walkway, control arms and electric 
vehicle charging stations.
The construction project was awarded  
to Fulton Hogan with Beca as the  
contract engineer
For more information go to 
www.marlboroughairport.co.nz

Marlborough Airport Chairman Matt Kerr (left) 
with Fulton Hogan’s Regional Manager Lourens 
van der Vyver

Marlborough Heritage Trust to be wound up
The Marlborough Heritage Trust will  
be wound up and Council will take over  
its operations.
Job advertisements for a Marlborough 
Museum Manager and Edwin Fox Maritime 
Museum Manager were published  
last week.
Trust spokesperson Cathie Bell said it  
would be sad to see the trust go, but there 
would be benefits from Council taking over 
its operations. 
“Staff will become Council employees and 
will be paid market rates which will be good. 
Our staff do an excellent job for the region.”
“Marlborough is rich in heritage and this 
move will give the museum and the Edwin 
Fox financial stability.”
Council’s Economic, Community and Support 
Services Manager Dean Heiford said the 
district’s heritage assets, particularly the 
Edwin Fox, were significant visitor attractions. 
“Council will be able to modernise the 
museums’ structures and ensure they 
operate as well as possible,” he said.
He said managers were being employed first, 
and would then have a role in developing 
structures and recruiting associated staff. 

The changeover transition takes place from 
31 March this year.

Council will take over the Marlborough Heritage 
Trust’s operations which include the Edwin Fox 
Maritime Museum and Marlborough Museum

Spanish story time sessions popular
Monthly Spanish story time sessions at the Marlborough District Library are proving popular.
Libraries Manager Glenn Webster said the La Hora del Cuento sessions started last August 
after an approach from the Marlborough Multicultural Centre.
“They wanted to encourage the Spanish speaking community to visit the library as some 
parents were concerned their children were losing their Spanish language skills,”  
Mr Webster said. The library agreed to help address these concerns and provide a friendly 
gathering place for participants.
Children and Young Adult Services Librarian Tracey McKean said the free sessions were 
held on a Saturday to allow working parents to join.
“Presenters are volunteers from the migrant community,” Tracey said. “Sessions have been 
well supported - some of the readers even dress up in theme. They provide a chance for 
young people to reconnect with their language and culture through the power of story.”
A simple craft session for the children follows and refreshments are offered to allow 
conversation and encourage browsing the library collections. 
“We hope the story time will help with literacy for our migrant families,” Tracey said. “A 
small collection of Spanish language books has been donated and the library has bought 
additional Spanish language titles to build the collection.”
A special Feliz Navidad session was held in the lead up to Christmas and monthly sessions 
will continue throughout the year. For more information about session times go to  
www.marlboroughlibraries.govt.nz

Children and parents listen to a presentation by a volunteer at the La Hora del Cuento sessions

Join the biking treasure hunt
Looking for a fun activity for the whole family 
to take part in? Jump on your bike and join 
the biking treasure hunt currently underway 
along the Taylor River.
The event, which runs from now until the 
end of March, is free to enter and is for 
people of all ages.
Council’s RideOn Coordinator Sandy Large 
said cyclists need to find the hidden clues 
along the Taylor River to go into the draw to 
win one of six treasure baskets.  Five kiwi 
cut outs are also hidden along the way as 
bonus spot prizes.
“This event encourages the whole family 
to head out on their bikes and share in an 
adventure. Introducing the idea of exercising 
for pleasure early on can be hugely 
beneficial for children’s quality of life as they 
grow up.”
“Cycling is a fantastic low-impact workout. A 
bike ride will use all the major muscle groups 
and get your heart rate up, without straining 
your joints. That can be an important factor 
when trying to find a family sport that all 
ages can enjoy,” Sandy said.

To register go to www.marlborough.govt.nz/
recreation/cycling-and-walking/cycling and 
then pop into the Council office to collect 
your registration.
This event is run in in conjunction with the 
Aotearoa Bike Challenge month.  Go to 
www.lovetoride.net for more information.

Ca
n 

yo
u find the kiwi?      Treasure to be won if you do!

 

Supporting Aotearoa Bike Challenge Month

Runs until 
31st March 23

Taylor River 
Reserve

FREE 
ENTRY 

Every registered 

cyclist gets an 

entry pack.

Find the clues, and go into the draw for one of six treasure baskets. 
Find one of five kiwis to win some treasure.

To register and more information go to: www.marlborough.govt.nz  

Bluegums odour survey
Council will carry out another survey to 
measure odours near the Bluegums landfill.
The survey will run from March until May this 
year to complement last year’s survey which 
was carried out in the cooler months of June 
and July.
At last month's Assets and Services meeting, 
Solid Waste Manager Dr Alec McNeil said the 
2022 survey recorded no trace of hydrogen 
sulphide.
“That’s the gas that produces the rotten egg 
smell,” he said. 
He said that odours, no matter what their 
source, can cause stress for the community. 
Dr McNeil encouraged people to use 
the PONG (Prevailing Odour Not Good) 
reporting tool on the Council website if they 
experienced odours.
The Bluegums landfill has been operating 
since 1996 and receives 68,000 tonnes of 
waste a year.

Changes had been made to mitigate odour 
including restricting sludge and animal 
waste, limiting the size of the operational 
area, increasing soil cover, increasing landfill 
gas extraction flow and extending odour 
suppressant spray lines.
Dr McNeil said half of the PONG reports 
submitted during the last survey cited 
historical issues with odours associated with 
the landfill.
“During sewer investigations a temporary 
bung was discovered to have been left in 
place and this was adjacent to some of the 
properties that had been experiencing odour 
issues,” he said. 
While the bung did not completely block the 
sewer it would have caused a build-up of 
material from time to time. 
Monthly updates on landfill operations are 
provided on Council’s website. Once the 
odour survey is completed, the results will be 
reported to Council.

Repair Café up and running
Blenheim’s Repair Café encourages  
people to repair rather than throw out 
household items.
A Blenheim Nativity Church initiative, the 
Repair Café is a free pop-up monthly event 
where everything centres on fixing broken 
household items.
The Marlborough community faces 
challenges in dealing with waste and 
reducing what is sent to landfill helps protect 
the environment for future generations, 
organiser Gerrie Mead said.  
“Locals volunteer their time to fix items for 
free, with the aim of reducing waste, helping 
the environment and saving money,”  
she said.
“If you have anything in your house that is 
broken - toasters, lamps, hair dryers, clothes, 
bikes, toys or crockery - bring it along and the 
Repair Café specialists will try to fix it for you.
“We throw away piles of stuff in New Zealand, 
even things that have nothing wrong with 
them which could easily be used after a 
simple repair,” Gerrie said.
The Repair Café concept began in the 
Netherlands in 2009 and an International 
Foundation (see www.repaircafe.org/en) 
provides professional support to those to 

start their own repair café. 
The local branch is looking for fix-it people, 
welcomers and hospitality helpers. If you can 
help, phone Gerrie on 027 303 0762 or email 
gerriemead01@gmail.com or head to John’s 
Kitchen at 2 Redwood Street on the day. 
The next Repair Café is Saturday 25 February 
from 9.00 am to 12.00 pm.

Commercial Events Fund - open now
Round Two of the Council’s Commercial 
Events Fund 2022/2023 is now open  
for applications.
The Fund was established to help create 
economic benefit to Marlborough by 
attracting new events and helping to build 
on existing ones. Council’s Commercial 
Events Fund sub-committee considers the 
applications and there is up to $130,000 
per annum available for allocation.
To be eligible, commercial events must 
be held within the Marlborough District 
Council boundaries. Community events, 
conferences, conventions, trade shows 
and exhibitions are not eligible. 

Funding is granted on an annual basis but 
it does not mean that all funds must be 
distributed each year. Past applicants who 
have been unsuccessful may re-apply.
Key dates:
•  Applications close: 5.00 pm,  

Monday 13 March 2023
•  Funding decision by: 5.00 pm,  

Friday 7 April 2023
Applications must be completed online 
at www.marlborough.govt.nz/recreation/
events/commercial-events-fund
Any enquiries to Regional Events Advisor, 
Samantha Young, Ph: 03 520 7400 or 
email: events@marlborough.govt.nz

Like some extra dollars in your pocket?
A few extra dollars are always helpful and if you’re a ratepayer on a low income you may 
qualify for a rebate of up to $700.
To qualify, you need to be paying the rates on the home you live in, your name must  
be on the rates invoice and your home cannot be used principally for farming or business 
purposes.  
How much the rebate will be depends on 
the amount of your rates, the total income 
of you and your partner, and the number of 
dependants living with you. 
You can apply in person at the Council offices 
in Blenheim or Picton or apply online at  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/rates/
rates-rebate
You will need your income details for the 
year ended 31 March 2022 to complete the 
application. 
Applications for this rating year close on 30 
June 2023 and no late applications will  
be accepted. For more information contact 
Council on ph 03 520 7400 or email  
mdc@marlborough.govt.nz

Proposed temporary road closure: 7 to 9 April,  
Rosina Corlett Lane
On Friday 7, Saturday 8 and Sunday 9 April, Rosina Corlett Lane will be closed to 
ordinary vehicle traffic for the Yealands Wines Classic Fighters Omaka 2023 event 
during the following times:
•  Friday 7 April from 9.00 am until 9.00 pm
•  Saturday 8 April from 9.00 am until 5.00 pm
•  Sunday 9 April from 9.00 am until 5.00 pm
During the closure period, ordinary vehicle traffic may use the road being closed 
between events under the supervision and authority of an Officer of the New Zealand 
Police (Traffic Safety Branch).
It will be an offence under the above regulations for any person other than under the 
authority of an authorised permit to use the road for ordinary vehicle traffic during the 
period of closure.
This notice is given pursuant to the Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure) 
Regulations 1965.
Anyone wishing to object to the proposal must lodge their objection and grounds 
thereof in writing before Thursday 23 March 2023 at the Marlborough Roads Office, 
The Forum, Market Street, Blenheim, PO Box 1031, Blenheim, 7240.
Any enquiries should be addressed to Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads,  
Ph: 021 923 536.

Rev Richard Dyer carries out repairs at 
Blenheim’s Repair Café

Oliver Rathmill, Pete Rasmussen,Dave Parsons, Amaroa Katu, Hemi Priestley and Gary Spence  
(left to right)
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