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Rock Ferry Wine’s  
Twilight Market
Enjoy an evening stroll through the stalls 
of local artisan producers, glass of wine in 
hand. Or pick up something to eat from one 
of the food trucks and settle in to watch the 
setting sun.
Weds 8 Feb; 4.00 pm - 7.00 pm 
Rock Ferry Cellar Door,  
130 Hammerichs Road, Blenheim

Marlborough Heritage Day
Celebrate our region’s rich history at the 
annual Heritage Day. Displays, demos, 
bouncy castle, model boats, mini train 
rides, Thomas the Tractor rides and so 
much more. Adults $5; children free.
Mon 6 Feb; 10.00 am - 4.00 pm 
Brayshaw Park,  
26 Arthur Baker Place, Blenheim

Coming up…Marlborough Wine & 
Food Festival 2023
After a two-year hiatus, New Zealand’s 
longest running wine and food festival is 
back and this time in a brand new location, 
right in the heart of wine country. Fabulous 
wines, delicious food and wonderful live 
music from Broods, Coterie and more. 
Secure your ticket today! R18 event.
Sat 11 Feb; 10.30 am - 6.00 pm 
Renwick Domain, Uxbridge Street, Renwick

The following meeting is open to the public 
and anyone is welcome to attend. A copy of 
the agenda will be available online and at 
Council’s Office, 15 Seymour Street. 

Economic, Finance & Community 
Committee
Tuesday 7 February 2023 at 9.00 am
The time and date may be subject to 
change, please contact the Committee 
Secretary, Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.
Please note the Blenheim Customer Service 
Centre is closed on Wednesdays from  
12.30 pm to 1.30 pm.

Council
meetings

Renwick cycle trail moving forward
The second stage in Renwick’s vineyard 
cycle trail is underway.
The 6.5km section, linking the Allan Scott 
winery in Jacksons Road to Renwick  
using off-road routes, is part of a 
proposed 8.7km trail and connects  
with an existing section of off-road path 
along Jacksons Road that was completed 
in 2020.
Mayor Nadine Taylor said the trail was a 
significant addition to the existing cycle 
infrastructure around Renwick, important 
for tourism, and she looked forward to the 
completion of the entire project.
Council has invested significantly in  
the trail which was a complex project  
and only possible thanks to the backing 
of landowners.
“I would particularly like to acknowledge 
the support of corporate landowners 
who have given easements through 
their properties,” Mayor Taylor said. “It’s 
fantastic to get visitors and locals off busy 
roads and cycling through the vines.”
There are 20 cellar doors within an  
eight kilometre radius of Renwick and 
10,000 bike visitors each year.
Steve Hill, chairman of the Renwick Bike 
Walk group, said the trail goes along the 
Ōpaoa River stopbank and joins up with 
the Omaka River near the Old Renwick 
Road ford, following that to the SH63 
road bridge then along road reserve to 
Havelock Street.
Future plans include completing an entire 
trail around Renwick that will benefit 
locals as well as tourists.
"There are areas on the edges of 
vineyards, on river stopbanks and 
roadside reserves that, with careful 
development and management can be 
used for cycle paths with minimal or  
no impact on vineyard operations,”  
Steve said. 

“The wineries we have worked with so far 
have recognised this potential and their 
involvement has been a major boost to 
the paths we’ve developed."
Steve thanked property owners for their 
generosity and cooperation including 
Talley’s, Pernod Ricard, Wither Hills, Allan 
Scott Family winemakers, Peter Jackson 
Vineyards and the Jordon Geddes Trust.

Mayor Nadine Taylor and trail instigator Steve Hill 
check out the new track

Have your say on the future of Marlborough’s freshwater
Council will hold public meetings for anyone 
to come along and find out more about 
freshwater management in Marlborough. 
This is the first of three consultation 
periods over the next two years, as part 
of the Government's Essential Freshwater 
package and in particular the National Policy 
Statement for Freshwater Management.
Council wants to hear from communities, 
businesses and iwi about what they value 
about the region’s freshwater and their vision 
for the future of Marlborough’s freshwater.

Marlborough is a large region with various 
needs for freshwater, so this first round of 
submissions is also asking for your feedback 
on Freshwater Management Units (FMUs), 
which are six areas grouped because 
they are a single catchment or group of 
catchments with similar characteristics.
Council encourages the public to attend a 
public meeting, as well as make a submission. 
Visit www.marlborough.govt.nz to make a 
submission, or pick up a hard copy at Council 
offices, and submit by Tuesday  
28 February 2023.

The six proposed Freshwater Management Units

Own a dam? Check whether new safety regulations  
apply to you
If you have a dam on your property now is the time to check whether new regulations 
apply to you.
Announced by the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment (MBIE) in May last 
year, the new regulations on Dam Safety [Building (Dam Safety) Regulations 2022] will 
come into force from May 2024 and will set out the minimum requirements for dam safety 
in New Zealand.
It’s important that those with dams on their property are aware of the changes in 
regulations now so they have time to check whether they will be impacted.
The new regulations will provide a consistent, nationwide framework to protect people, 
property and the environment from the potential impacts of dam failure, both in the 
immediate vicinity of dams and further downstream.
The new regulations will apply to all dams that fall under the definition of a ‘Classifiable 
Dam’, for which a dam must be: 
•  Four metres or higher and store 20,000 or more cubic metres volume of water or other 

fluid; or
•  One metre or higher and store 40,000 or more cubic metres volume of water or  

other fluid
From 13 May 2024, the owners of a Classifiable Dam will need to confirm the potential 
risk their dam poses in the event of failure, put in place dam safety plans and undertake 
regular dam inspections.
Over the coming months Council’s Dam Safety team will contact those who have 
sufficiently large water bodies on their land to confirm whether they have a Classifiable 
Dam, and to help them prepare for the new regulations.
For further information, visit www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/building-services/dam-
safety or email damsafety@marlborough.govt.nz

Halting hill country erosion
Preventing the loss of topsoil and reducing sediment entering waterways in Marlborough’s 
hill country is the key behind the Hill Country Erosion Fund programme.
Jointly funded by Council and MPI, the programme provides advice and funding to 
landowners looking to treat eroding or erosion-prone land. This can be done through retiring 
eroding land from grazing, pole planting and native reversion planting, said Council’s Land 
Resource Officer James Mills-Kelly.
“Marlborough has more than 9,000 square kilometres of land classified as hill country  
and protection of this from erosion is a mammoth task but one that is extremely important,  
given that freshwater quality and productive land are both essential for our rural  
economy,” he said.
Last winter the Hill Country Erosion Fund provided more than 36,000 native plants for 
erosion control on permanently retired farmland and 6,550 poplar and willow poles for 
space planting on eroding pastoral land. More than 7,300 exotics (oaks and dryland 
eucalypts) were supplied for space planting and erosion control woodlot trials on particularly 
challenging faces. As well, six kilometres of fencing was provided to permanently exclude 
stock from retired unsuitable grazing land.
The programme has so far supported more than 100 landowners across the region 
to address erosion on their property. Interest from landowners in engaging with the 
programme continues to grow exponentially said Mr Mills-Kelly.
“Increased awareness of freshwater issues and a focus on catchment management leads 
landowners to address sedimentation issues at source,” he said. “Plantings and retirement of 
farmland continue to increase each season and some promising commitments are already in 
place for 2023 which marks the final planting season of this funding round.”
Council has recently been successful in securing a further four years of funding to continue 
this important work, and expressions of interest are now being sought. For more information 
or to register interest contact James Mills-Kelly on james.mills-kelly@marlborough.govt.nz  
or 027 388 9303. 

Youth voices sought
Young people’s views are important and the Marlborough Youth Council is currently 
seeking applications from those who would like to contribute to the community.
The Marlborough Youth Council is made up of 21 diverse young people of secondary 
school age from varying backgrounds and ethnic origins. It aims to encourage youth to 
become involved in community affairs and events.
They meet monthly to discuss youth issues, gain valuable skills and learn about local 
government and all share a desire to make a difference for the region of Marlborough.
Members contribute to Council’s decision-making by providing a youth perspective.
Community Partnerships Advisor Jodie Griffiths said it was vital that youth had a voice in 
the community and on Council and it was an opportune time for parents and grandparents 
to encourage their children and grandchildren to apply.
“It gives young people a voice and helps them understand local decision-making,” 
she said. “We’ve had some great young people on the Council involved in making 
good decisions including the inspirational George Glover who is about to embark on a 
fundraising swim for mental health.”
There are 12 vacancies on the Youth Council and applications close on Sunday 26 
February. For further information go to  
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/our-community/marlborough-youth-council?ed-step=1

Council services on Waitangi Day holiday - Monday 6 February 
The Council’s Blenheim office, Marlborough 
District Library (Blenheim) and Picton Library 
and Service Centre are closed.
Refuse, recycling and kerbside collections
Kerbside refuse and recycling collection due 
for pick up on Monday 6 February will be 
collected on Tuesday 7 February. 
The Resource Recovery Centre, Re-use 
Centre and Waste Sorting Centre will be open 
from 8.00 am until 4.30 pm. The landfill will be 
open between 8.00 am and midday only.
The Picton and Havelock transfer stations will 
be open as per normal from 8.00 am until 4.00 
pm. Rai Valley Transfer Station will be open 
from 9.00 am until midday. Transfer stations in 
Seddon and Wairau Valley will be closed.

Bus Service
Bus services will not run on Monday  
6 February.

Proposed temporary road closure - 19 March 2023 -  
Kaituna -Tuamarina Road
On Sunday 19 March 2023 the following road is to be closed to ordinary vehicle traffic for 
the purposes of Marlborough Car Club Rally Sprint between 7.30 am and 5.00 pm.
The streets involved are:
•  Kaituna -Tuamarina Road - 1.0 km east of Kaituna -Tuamarina Road / Gibson Road to the 

Kaituna -Tuamarina Road / Waikakaho Valley intersection (gravel section) 
During the proposed period of closure, ordinary vehicular traffic may use the road being 
closed between events under the supervision and authority of an Officer of the New 
Zealand Police (Traffic Safety Branch).
It will be an offence under the above regulations for any person other than under the 
authority of an authorised permit to use the road for ordinary vehicular traffic during the 
period of closure.
This notice is given pursuant to the Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure)  
Regulations 1965.
Anyone wishing to object to the proposal is to lodge their objection in writing before  
2 March 2023, at the office of Marlborough Roads, The Forum, Market Street, Blenheim,  
PO Box 1031, Blenheim, 7240.
Any enquiries should be addressed to Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads on 021 923 536.

Temporary road closure - 26 February 2023 - Blenheim CBD
On Sunday 26 February 2023 the following portions of road will be closed or restricted to 
ordinary vehicle traffic for the Central Pipe Band competition in Blenheim.
The road closures are:
•  High Street between the intersections of Seymour Street/High Street to Wynen Street/ 

Symonds Street
•  Market Street between Alfred Street/Market Street to Wynen Street/Market Street
•  Queen Street between Charles Street/Queen Street to High Street
•  Charles Street between Seymour Street/Charles Street to Market Street
•  West bound traffic on Wynen Street between First Lane and Market Street
The bands will assemble at the car park by Noel Leeming and finish at the High Street car 
park by Farmers.
During the period of closure, ordinary vehicle traffic may use the road being closed  
between events under the supervision and authority of an Officer of the New Zealand  
Police (Traffic Safety Branch).
It will be an offence under the above regulations for any person other than under the 
authority of an authorised permit to use the road for ordinary vehicular traffic during the 
period of closure.
This notice is hereby given under Section 342 of the Local Government Act 1974.
Any enquiries should be addressed to Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads on 021 923 536.
Nadine Taylor 
MAYOR

Marlborough Sounds Future Access Study survey launched
An online survey for the Marlborough Sounds 
Future Access Study is now open. Council 
embarked on the study to support the case 
for funding safe and resilient long-term 
access solutions for the storm-affected areas 
of the Sounds.
People are encouraged to fill out the 
online survey, which closes at 5.00 pm on 
Wednesday 22 February. The survey is 
aimed at Sounds' residents, homeowners and 
businesses to help inform future transport 
options in and out of the Sounds. 
Mayor Nadine Taylor said she encourages 
the Sounds' community to provide their views 
through the survey or by attending one of the 
public meetings on this week.
“Over the coming weeks, the project team 
will gather the community’s views collated 
from the survey and public meetings, before 
analysing them.” 
“While there will be another opportunity 
to provide feedback later in the study, 
this survey will help set the foundation for 

addressing the Sounds’ access issues,”  
says Mayor Taylor.
A link to the survey and more information 
can be found at www.marlborough.govt.nz/
services/roads-and-transport/marlborough-
sounds-future-access-study
People are encouraged to fill out the survey 
online. If this is not possible, please call the 
Council on 03 520 7400. You will be put 
through to a staff member who can fill out the 
survey for you over the phone. 

Fenced and planted areas of severe tunnel gulley erosion in Marlborough hill country
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