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Koromiko Reserve in good health
The Koromiko Forest Reserve near 
Picton has been given a clean bill of 
health.
Over the past 20 years the former 
deer park has been the subject of a 
restoration project, with thousands of 
locally sourced seedlings planted by 
school children.
The reserve is managed by Council 
and under a covenant with the QEII 
National Trust. 
Manager of Parks and Open Spaces 

Jane Tito said the recent inspection 
was part of the National Trust’s routine 
covenant monitoring programme. 
“The inspection by the local trust 
representative found the reserve 
is looking pretty good, with lots 
of native birds, including kererū, a 
lot of natural regeneration in the 
understorey and a fair amount of 
public use,” she said.
The inspection noted a number of 
wind damaged or dead branches on 

black beech trees which host the rare 
yellow mistletoe plant.
“There were only 13 mistletoe plants 
found in the reserve, so any loss 
is significant,” Mrs Tito said. “It’s 
proposed that seed collection and 
artificial distribution will take place 
this year to see if new plants can be 
established.” 
The report noted good natural 
regeneration has started with no 
further planting required.
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The six proposed Freshwater Management Units are Awatere, East 
Coast Complex, Marlborough Sounds Complex, Te Hoiere/Pelorus, 
Waiau-Toa/Clarence and Wairau

Consultation is open until the end of 
February 2023 to have your say on the 
future of Marlborough’s freshwater. 
This is the first of three submission 
periods over the next two years in 
response to new Government rules 
on freshwater. In August 2020, the 
Government released its Essential 
Freshwater package, which introduced 
new regulations designed to:
• Stop further degradation of 

freshwater resources and improve 
water quality within five years

• Reverse past damage and bring our 
freshwater resources, waterways and 
ecosystems to a healthy state within 
a generation

This first round of submissions aims 
to find out how the community values 
freshwater in the region and what the 
aspirations are for this water now and 
into the future. To determine this, the 
proposal is to divide Marlborough’s 
freshwater areas into six Freshwater 
Management Units (FMUs). The FMUs 
are grouped because they are a single 
catchment or group of catchments 
with similar characteristics.
Council’s Environmental Science and 
Monitoring Manager Alan Johnson 
says Marlborough’s freshwater 
resources are in good shape but that 
doesn’t mean that we don’t have work 
to do. 
“Our environmental monitoring shows 
that there is room for improvement in 
some catchments,” he says. 
Each month, physical and chemical 
measurements are taken at 35 river 
sites across Marlborough to monitor 

Council’s biosecurity staff have been busy 
targeting new and emerging invasive exotic 
plant threats in Marlborough.
Some unwanted plants were destroyed while 
others were being monitored, Biosecurity 
Manager Jono Underwood told Council’s 
Environment Committee meeting.
Moth plant control took place in May and June 
after the biosecurity team was notified of two 
separate mature vines - one at a new site on 
Queen Charlotte Drive Road Reserve near the 
Kenepuru Road turn off, the other re-emerging 
at a Waikawa property with an active infestation.
All plants were destroyed and numerous seed 
pods removed. Moth plant (Araujia hortorum) 
is a South American native, introduced to 
New Zealand in the 1880s as an ornamental, 
but is now actively managed as an invasive 
species and banned from sale, propagation and 
distribution.
A rampant evergreen vine, it grows to 10metres 
with clusters of bell-shaped flowers that turn 
into distinctive choko like pods.  When they split 
the seeds are easily windborne giving potential 
for it to become a major ecological weed 
inhibiting regeneration of native and wetland 
areas.
Nassella tussock compliance inspections began 
in May, said Mr Underwood.
Biosecurity staff continue to work with land 
occupiers, inspecting properties as part of the 
active inspection programme and are confident 
the small number of issues will be remedied, 
said Mr Underwood.
A new rough horsetail (Equisteum hyemale) 
site was discovered on Bells Road recently and 
approximately 200 kilograms of plant material 
removed.
Rough horsetail stems have a distinctive 
black collar at the joins. It forms an extensive 
network of underground rhizomes and spreads 
rapidly in damp habitats preventing the growth 
and regeneration of natives and hindering 
watercourses, leading to increased flooding risk.
The new site has been added to Council’s 
management programme meaning it will be 
closely managed with the aim of elimination.
The biosecurity team was notified of an 
infestation of Bomarea in Waitaria Bay. Bomarea 
is a multi-stemmed, scrambling perennial vine 
that twists around any available support and, 
left unchecked, will smother other plant life.
The infestation was found in an area on the 
fringe of public conservation land, possibly 
the result of dumped garden waste, said Mr 
Underwood.
A two-prong attack of digging out smaller 
plants and tubers, with herbicide targeting the 
larger plants, has taken place. Being the only 
known site, early intervention is taking place 
while Bomarea is assessed for a potential longer 
term management programme. 

Time to have your say on the future of 
Marlborough’s freshwater

Waging war on weeds

Koromiko Forest Reserve

surface water quality. Council also 
monitors the state of the region’s 
aquifers based on water levels in a 
network of 30 wells. 
A fundamental concept across the 
Government’s Essential Freshwater 
package is Te Mana o te Wai, which 
means the first priority is to ensure the 
life-supporting capacity of freshwater 
for future generations.
This submission period kicks off a 
two-year engagement with tangata 
whenua, the public, industry groups 
and others to December 2024, with 
the aim of informing any variations 

required to the Proposed Marlborough 
Environment Plan. Engagement will 
take place through online surveys, 
public events and meetings. Anyone 
can take part in the surveys and hard 
copies will be available from Council 
offices, libraries and at public events.
To learn more, including how to make 
a submission, visit: www.marlborough.
govt.nz/environment/freshwater-
management
If you are a community, commercial 
or industry group and would like a 
meeting, please email freshwater@
marlborough.govt.nz

Bomarea multiflora, a multi vine 
scrambling perennial that kills plant 
life including natives


