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The following meetings are open to the 
public and anyone is welcome to attend. 
Copies of the agendas will be available 
online and at Council’s Office,  
15 Seymour Street, Blenheim.

Environment & Planning Committee
Thursday 9 March at 9.00 am

The times and dates may be subject to 
change, please contact the Committee 
Secretary, Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.
Please note the Blenheim Customer Service 
Centre is closed on Wednesdays from  
12.30 pm to 1.30 pm.

Council
meetings

Marlborough Events follow-me.co.nz

Rai Valley A & P Show
Head along to the 87th annual A & P Show 
with lots of fun for everyone - machinery, 
displays, animals, amusements, food, trade 
stalls and much more.
Sat 4 March; 10.00 am - 4.00 pm
Carluke Domain, Carluke Road, Rai Valley

Marlborough Multicultural 
Festival 2023
Come and celebrate our region’s rich and 
diverse community. Enjoy delicious ethnic 
food, typical dances and immerse yourself 
in the rich variety of cultures that call 
Marlborough home.
Sat 4 March; 11.00 am - 3.00 pm
Churchill Glade, Pollard Park, Blenheim

Relay for Life 2023
A truly inspiring community experience 
celebrating cancer survivors and carers 
and remembering loved ones lost to the 
disease. All money raised will go to Cancer 
Society Marlborough.
Sat 4 - Sun 5 March; 2.00 pm - 8.00 am 
Lansdowne Park,  
Lansdowne Road, Blenheim

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas should 
be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School. For 
further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Mayor launches funds for Gisborne and Napier
Mayor Nadine Taylor is asking Marlborough 
locals to dig deep to help Gisborne and 
Napier to get back on their feet.
“We’ve all seen the devastation up north and 
want to help in a meaningful way,” she said. 
“Our ‘Adopt a Community’ initiative matches 
Marlborough with two communities that 
have been badly hit by Cyclone Gabrielle.
“Napier and Gisborne are sister districts to 
Marlborough - we share wine and  
horticultural industries and many people 
in Marlborough have connections to them 
through family or work. This is a way for our 
council to support two councils that have 
been hit hard, by raising money for their 
communities. We know from our own  
experiences of extreme weather and  
earthquakes that getting communities back 
on their feet is a marathon not a sprint. 
That’s especially true with a disaster of  
this scale.” 
People are encouraged to support Gisborne 
through a donation to its Mayoral Relief 
Fund. The bank account number for   
Gisborne District Council is: 
03-0638-0502288-00  
Reference: Disaster Relief Trust.

The bank account number for Napier City 
Council is: 02-0700-0010824-002  
Reference: Hawke’s Bay Disaster  
Relief Trust.
The ‘Adopt a Community’ initiative was set 
up last week by Local Government New 
Zealand and matches councils who were 
unaffected by cyclone Gabrielle with one or 
more councils that were.  
For more information go to www.lgnz.co.nz/
news-and-media/2023-media-releases/
councils-adopt-cyclone-hit-communi-
ties-to-support-their-fundraising/
Mayor Taylor noted there were also many 
other ways that Marlburians can assist the 
North Island emergency responses.

High level of feedback on Sounds Future Access Study
The first phase of public consultation on 
the Marlborough Sounds Future Access 
Study concluded last week. The study is 
investigating sustainable future access in and 
out of the Marlborough Sounds. 
Mayor Nadine Taylor said she was pleased 
with the level of public engagement.
“It was great to see so many people take time 
to engage with us on this important study,” 
she said.
“There were well over 500 people at the 
public workshops, which demonstrates the 
critical importance of access routes into the 
Sounds for the local community. 
“We received 125 submissions on the study 
scope and 919 people completed the main 
survey during the consultation period,  
which ran from the end of January until 
Wednesday last week. There were also 55 
written submissions received during the 
survey period.”
Mayor Taylor stressed the importance of 
public consultation in the development of 
infrastructure planning. 
“We need to ensure that transport solutions 
are resilient for the long term. It was 
important that the community provided their 
feedback on this first phase of the study, and 
I thank everyone who was able to contribute.” 
She said recent weather events in 
Marlborough as well as cyclone Gabrielle’s 
impacts on the North Island had highlighted 
the importance of resilient transport routes.
“New Zealanders are acutely aware of how 
important a safe and resilient transport 

system is to their community as we all 
grapple with the impacts of climate change.” 
“The significant storms that hit the Top 
of the South in 2021 and 2022 created 
serious access challenges in the Sounds, 
the Awatere Valley, the Waihopai Valley and 
the Northbank. Resilient and safe transport 
access is a key part of supporting our 
communities into the future.” 
The Sounds Future Access Study project 
team will now consider the public’s input and 
other key information and develop a business 
case with options, which the public will again 
be able to provide feedback on, probably in 
June this year. 
Mayor Taylor said that following the second 
phase of public consultation the preferred 
option will be costed and submitted to Waka 
Kotahi and the Council for consideration.
Further information can be found at www.
marlborough.govt.nz/services/roads-and-
transport/marlborough-sounds-future-
access-study

Seniors’ Expo coming up
Are you interested in activities or advice targeting the over 65 age group?
The Marlborough Seniors’ Expo, on Tuesday 7 March, is designed for the whole community 
to help create awareness of services available for older people.
All ages are welcome - if you have an older relative or friend or are simply interested to know 
what support is available for older people, you are welcome to head along. 
It’s a perfect opportunity to get vital information for whānau and family members. Whether 
it’s helping them to maintain an active lifestyle or meeting other people in a bid to reduce 
loneliness, the Expo can help. Even if it’s just wanting to know where to access advice and 
support, the Expo is a valuable starting point.
Information, mini health checks, demonstrations and representatives from support, legal 
agencies and health organisations will be on hand.
The Expo runs from 10.00 am to 1.00 pm at the Marlborough Events Centre, next to the ASB 
Theatre, and is free to all. Over 50 stallholders will attend and refreshments will be provided.
The Blenheim and Picton bus runs on the day and stops at the Events Centre. This service is 
free to gold card holders, so take advantage and use the bus. 
For more information contact Council on Ph:03 520 7400.

Airport congestion causes delays
Travellers using Marlborough Airport are urged to allow extra time to park and check-in to 
ensure they don’t miss their flights.
With extra flights being put on due to Cook Strait ferry disruption and existing high load 
factors, airport check-in is very busy and car parking is at capacity, Operations and Safety 
Manager Steve Holtum said.
“Travellers needed to allow plenty of extra time to walk from the overflow car park area 
to the terminal as well as expect queues at check in," he said. “The public can no longer 
depend on getting here with a few minutes to spare - we’re seeing a lot of people miss their 
flight due to the strict airline cut off times.”
Mr Holtum expected the situation would continue with the new airport car park construction 
work starting, which will provide relief in the long term but could result in traffic congestion 
while work is underway.
“Passengers missing flights can’t easily get another one straight away, so please allow 
plenty of time to park and check-in,” he said.

New citizens celebrated
Citizens from nine countries - the Philippines, UK, USA, Argentina, Ireland, Ukraine, Tonga, 
Sri Lanka and Australia - have been officially welcomed to Marlborough.
Mayor Nadine Taylor welcomed the 24 new citizens to the region at last Friday’s 
citizenship ceremony.
Mayor Taylor said the day was an important milestone in the new citizens’ lives.
“Your decision to apply for citizenship was no doubt made after very careful consideration 
and is a commitment to your future,” she said. “It is not a rejection of your past but in future 
your first loyalty will be to New Zealand.”
Mayor Taylor told the group that citizenship carried important privileges and they would all 
enjoy the rights and freedoms of native-born New Zealanders.
Following the Mayor’s opening address and the presentation of certificates, Council’s kapa 
haka group performed for the new citizens and their friends and family.

Mayor Taylor with Marlborough’s new citizens and officials at last week’s ceremony

Picton sewer work underway
Work continues on upgrades to Picton’s earthquake damaged sewer pipes.
On Monday, contractors began work, initially in Waikawa Road and Hampden, Devon and 
Scotland streets, relining sewer mains and lining lateral connections to property boundaries.
Council’s Three Waters Projects Engineer Graeme Jackson said pipes in the area had been 
inspected by CCTV and those requiring repair identified.
“We found a lot were cracked or broken and leaking,” he said. “When it rains the sewer pipes 
often leak the other way causing infiltration which causes issues for us with pumping and 
wastewater treatment.
"Damage to the pipes probably occurred during earthquakes and subsequent ground 
movements," he said. "Rather than replace the pipes, which would be expensive and 
disruptive, new stronger PVC pipes are installed within the existing pipes helping sewage to 
flow easier and avoid leaks."
Work is expected to take about six months however Mr Jackson said that was dependent on 
whether other issues were found during the course of the work.
Traffic management will be in place and there may be some diversions and stop/go and some 
of the work may take place at night to keep disruption to a minimum, particularly in the CBD 
and industrial areas and to access critical sewer manholes in the middle of main roads.
Residents should only be affected when lateral connections are made to their properties, but 
contractors will work with them to coordinate this and try to keep these minimal.
“Due to the nature of this work we have had a lot of contact with residents and businesses to 
resolve any issues beforehand,” Mr Jackson said.

Oil spill exercise
Marlborough’s oil spill responders were out on the water during a training exercise in  
Picton recently.
Harbourmaster Captain Jake Oliver said the drill involved a team exercising for a significant 
spill event within Picton Harbour.
“The team does regular exercises to ensure they have the right capability and skills and are 
ready for any pollution incident in our coastal waters,” Captain Oliver said.
Council maintains a regional oil spill response plan and capability with Maritime New Zealand. 
A team of 20, mainly from Council, Port Marlborough, Civil Defence and Coastguard New 
Zealand, respond to any oil pollution incidents in the region. The team is guided by the 
Maritime New Zealand Marine Pollution Response Service. 
After the exercise a thorough debrief was held and learning points noted.

Crews preparing for the oil spill exercise 
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Civic Honours Award - nominations wanted
Marlborough District Council invites 
nominations for the Civic Honours Awards 
from community organisations.
Nominations can be made for people who 
have performed exemplary community 
service in Marlborough.
Details of the scheme and nomination forms 
are available from the Council reception,

Seymour Street, Blenheim and the Picton 
Service Centre or online.
Nominations must be received at Council 
(Blenheim office) by 5.00 pm on Thursday  
23 March 2023.
For any queries, please contact Tony Quirk, 
Ph: 03 520 7429 or email  
tony.quirk@marlborough.govt.nz

Temporary road closure - 5 March - Kaituna-Tuamarina Road
On Sunday 5 March 2023, the Kaituna - 
Tuamarina Road will be closed to ordinary 
vehicle traffic from the Kaituna - Tuamarina 
Road and Bush Road intersection (1.5 km) to 
the Waikakaho Valley intersection, between 
7.30 am and 5.00 pm for the Marlborough 
Car Club Rally Sprint.
During the period of closure, ordinary 
vehicle traffic may use the road being closed 
between events under the supervision and 
authority of an Officer of the New Zealand 
Police (Traffic Safety Branch).

It will be an offence under the above 
regulations for any person other than under 
the authority of an authorised permit to use 
the road for ordinary vehicle traffic during 
the period of closure.
This notice is given pursuant to the 
Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure) 
Regulations 1965.
Any enquiries should be addressed to  
Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads,  
Ph: 021 923 536.

Control of aquatic weeds in waterways
Council’s drain spraying programme to control weeds in open drains will begin on Monday 
13 March 2023.
Spraying will take place in Council maintained drains and watercourses on the Lower Wairau 
plain, east of Jacksons Road and Grahams Road.
If you use water from drains or watercourses in the area for irrigation, stock or harvesting 
watercress, please check with Council’s contractor Downer; Ph: 03 577 5807.
The spray operation is in accordance with the Marlborough Environment Plan vol 2  
(section 2.12.11).
For any enquiries please contact Steve Bezar Ph: 03 520 7400.

Reminder to pay your rates
This is a friendly reminder to ratepayers that the final day for payment of Instalment Three is 
Wednesday 8 March 2023. Late penalties will incur a 10 per cent penalty.
Ratepayers who pay their rates by direct debit don’t have to worry about missing a rates 
payment and won’t incur penalties. It’s the easiest and most flexible way to pay. You choose 
how often you pay and what day of the week the payment comes out of your account.
If you would like to know more about paying rates by direct debit, contact Council’s  
Customer Services team on Ph: 03 520 7400.
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