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He kōrero nā te Kaunihera o Wairau

Your local news from the  
Marlborough District Council

A number of environmental factors 
have combined which mean Blenheim 
residents may have to put up with a 
flooded boardwalk in the downtown 
amphitheatre area for a bit longer, 
Andy White, Council Rivers and 
Drainage Engineering Manager said.
“We’ve had a fairly wet summer on top 
of two major storms over the last two 
years, which means there has been 
increased siltation - or aggradation - 
of the river bed,” he said. 
“This is part of the natural behaviour 
of all rivers when rainfall is heavy or 
prolonged.”
“The Council fully appreciates that 
recreational users may be frustrated 
by the restricted access but the river 
is part of the dynamic Wairau River 
system and does flood from time to 
time.”
“We completed our first round of 
annual weedcutting in mid-January. 
Under the rules in the Marlborough 
Environment Plan, river works are not 
permitted in the Taylor and Opaōa 

rivers from 1 February to 30 April 
to avoid fish spawning season, so 
additional weedcutting cannot be 
carried out during this time.”
“The key fish species we are protecting 
are inanga. Juvenile inanga are the 
main species that make up the 
whitebait catch.”  
Mr White said barriers would be 
put up to discourage people from 
cycling or walking along the flooded 
boardwalks. An Easter egg hunt had 
also been relocated.
“In mid-May we will carry out some 
gravel and sediment removal to reduce 
the height of the river bed. This will 
provide an interim solution whilst 
we explore longer term solutions to 
aggradation.”
“If the water level drops over the 
coming weeks we will be able to 
reopen the boardwalks. The situation 
will be reviewed daily,” he said. 
He said if the weather remained dry 
there was a greater chance the river’s 
water level would drop. 

With the grape harvest underway, road 
users are being warned to watch for 
heavy machinery on the region’s roads. 
The harvest will run for the next 
six weeks, with the peak of activity 
expected around the middle of this 
month.  
There is already an increase in the 
amount of harvesters, tractors and 
trucks on our roads from Koromiko in 
the north to Ward in the south, and 
westwards up the Wairau Valley. 
Drivers should take care when 
driving on local roads and state 
highways. Extra caution is needed 
when overtaking - check your passing 
distance and be aware of oncoming 
traffic.

Taylor River weedcutting to begin on 1 May 

Watch out for harvesters 

A second deployment of volunteer 
emergency responders from 
Marlborough’s NZRT20 team has been 
completed. 
The group was based in Hawke’s Bay 
and worked with other volunteers from 
around the country. 
Team members worked in small groups 

flying into remote areas by helicopter to 
support cut off communities. 
Team manager Gary Spence said: “Thank 
you to the families and employers for 
giving our team members the time to 
help their fellow Kiwis up north. It is 
very pleasing that Marlborough is able 
to help these communities directly.”

Councillor Jonathan Rosene has been 
elected chair of the Road Safety Action 
Planning group.
The group plays an important role in 
delivering the government’s Road to 
Zero national strategy interventions 
to achieve a target of a 40 per cent 
reduction in death and serious injuries 
on our roads by 2030.
The Road Safety Action Planning 
group looks to improve road safety 
in Marlborough through alignment 
with the Road to Zero campaign by 
identifying crash risks. It works with the 
Police, ACC, Waka Kotahi, Te Whatu Ora, 
Marlborough Roads and Council.
Mayor Nadine Taylor endorsed 
Councillor Rosene’s appointment and 
said the Road to Zero was a society 
wide challenge and all stakeholders 
need to act together to ensure the goal 
set by government was achievable.
“It’s a goal we certainly want to achieve.” 
Marlborough Road Safety Coordinator 
Robyn Blackburn said Road Safety 
Action Planning is focussed on 
addressing death and serious injury 
crashes that impact our communities 
through applying the Road to Zero 
strategy interventions.
“It’s time now to consolidate on the 
good, reflect on the not so good, work 
in partnership to strengthen connections 
and identify all local actions that can 
help achieve Vision Zero,” she said.

Emergency response volunteers return

New road safety chair appointed 

Weed cutting beginning in May will reduce the water level of the 
Taylor River near Blenheim’s amphitheatre 

Left to right: Don Anderson, Hemi Priestly, James Dadson, Cameron 
Wilson, Shelley Wetton (Team Leader), Jaco du Plessis, Dave Parsons 
(Deputy Team Leader ) and Phil Vercoe 

New Road Safety Action Planning 
group chair Jonathan Rosene

Harvesters share the road during 
harvest


