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The following meeting is open to the public 
and anyone is welcome to attend. A copy of 
the agenda will be available online and at 
Council’s Office, 15 Seymour Street.
Economic, Finance & Community 
Committee
Tuesday 21 March 2023 at 9.00 am
Public forum
A public forum will be held prior to the 

Economic, Finance & Community Committee 
meeting, commencing at 8.30 am. If you 
wish to address the Committee you will need 
to confirm your attendance and speaking 
time with the Committee Secretary at least 
24 hours prior to the meeting; Ph: 03 520 
7400. Please note topics are restricted to 
meeting agenda items or matters within the 
Committee’s delegation. 
The time and date may be subject to change, 
please contact the Committee Secretary for 
confirmation. 

Please note the Blenheim Customer Service 
Centre is closed on Wednesdays from  
12.30 pm to 1.30 pm.

Council
meetings

Marlborough Events follow-me.co.nz

‘Homecoming’ with Hammers & 
Horsehair
Enjoy an evening with three professional 
musicians sharing their love of music at this 
salon concert of light classics that featured 
in programmes 100 years ago.
Thu 16 March; 7.30 pm - 9.30 pm 
St Andrew’s Church,  
5 Henry Street, Blenheim

Renwick St Patrick’s Day Market
Celebrate St Patrick’s Day with a special 
event at Renwick Domain. There will be 
plenty of local produce, arts and crafts on 
offer as well as delicious food, live Irish 
music, spot prizes and giveaways.
Fri 17 March; 1.00 pm - 5.00 pm 
Renwick Domain,  
Uxbridge Street, Renwick

2023 Hospice Vehicle Display
Come along to Waterlea Raceway for 
this popular annual vehicle display 
organised by the Classic Motoring Society 
of Marlborough. All funds raised will be 
donated to Marlborough Hospice.
Sun 19 March; 11.00 am - 3.00 pm 
Waterlea Raceway,  
McLauchlan Street, Blenheim

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from Council’s reticulation network 
to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas 
should be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking 
Water Standards and may contain bacteria 
or protozoa that are harmful to human 
health. All water used for drinking, food 

preparation or cleaning teeth should be 
boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps 
on Marama Road, outside Seddon School. 
For further information contact the Council 
on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Taylor River weedcutting to begin on 1 May
A number of environmental factors have 
combined which mean Blenheim residents 
may have to put up with a flooded 
boardwalk in the downtown amphitheatre 
area for a bit longer, Andy White, Council 
Rivers and Drainage Engineering  
Manager said.
“We’ve had a fairly wet summer on top  
of two major storms over the last two  
years, which means there has been 
increased siltation - or aggradation - of the 
river bed,” he said. 
“This is part of the natural behaviour of all 
rivers when rainfall is heavy or prolonged.”
“The Council fully appreciates that 
recreational users may be frustrated by 
the restricted access but the river is part of 
the dynamic Wairau River system and does 
flood from time to time.”
“We completed our first round of annual 
weedcutting in mid-January. Under the 
rules in the Marlborough Environment Plan, 
river works are not permitted in the Taylor 

and Opaōa rivers from 1 February to  
30 April to avoid fish spawning season, so 
additional weedcutting cannot be carried 
out during this time.”
“The key fish species we are protecting 
are inanga. Juvenile inanga are the main 
species that make up the whitebait catch.”  
Mr White said barriers would be put up to 
discourage people from cycling or walking 
along the flooded boardwalks. An Easter 
egg hunt had also been relocated.
“In mid-May we will carry out some gravel 
and sediment removal to reduce the height 
of the river bed. This will provide an interim 
solution whilst we explore longer term 
solutions to aggradation.”
“If the water level drops over the coming 
weeks we will be able to reopen the 
boardwalks. The situation will be reviewed 
daily,” he said. 
If the weather remained dry there was a 
greater chance the river’s water level  
would drop. 

Weed cutting beginning in May will reduce the water level of the Taylor River near  
Blenheim’s amphitheatre

Veronika has a new home
Veronika, a sculpture by Samoan New 
Zealander Iosefa Leo, has a new home.
The Oamaru stone sculpture now graces 
the front garden of the Council offices in 
Blenheim, surrounded by Marlborough  
rock daisies.
It previously sat in the park on Kinross 
Street in front of Marlborough Lines 
Stadium 2000.
Veronika, or Vulanika, is one of Iosefa’s 
signature works and was created in the  
Tua Marina workshop on the property 
where he lived with his wife, respected 
artist Jenny Doole.
The sculpture was bought by Marlborough 
artist JS Parker and was gifted to the 
people of Marlborough, to be held in trust 
by the Council.
Iosefa came to New Zealand in 1987 and 
moved to Marlborough after meeting 
Jenny in Auckland and lived on the family 
property in Tua Marina. Sadly Jenny died in 
2008 and Iosefa five years later, aged 51.
A figurative sculptor at the forefront of 
contemporary Pacific Island art, Iosefa was 
known particularly for his limestone and 
marble works. 
He was interested in conveying depth of 
feeling and the physicality of the human 
form in figures such as Veronika.
As well as creating works of art he shared 
his skills with others in his Oamaru stone 
sculpture classes with students ranging 

from beginners to experienced artists.
Veronika stands in both Iosefa and Jenny’s 
memory and was gifted by John, Catherine 
and Mary Parker.

Veronika in her new home

New road safety chair appointed
Councillor Jonathan Rosene has been 
elected chair of the Road Safety Action 
Planning group.
The group plays an important role in 
delivering the government’s Road to Zero 
national strategy interventions to achieve 
a target of a 40 per cent reduction in death 
and serious injuries on our roads by 2030.
The Road Safety Action Planning group 
looks to improve road safety in Marlborough 
through alignment with the Road to Zero 
campaign by identifying crash risks. It works 
with the Police, ACC, Waka Kotahi, Te Whatu 
Ora, Marlborough Roads and Council.
Mayor Nadine Taylor endorsed Councillor 
Rosene’s appointment and said the Road 
to Zero was a society wide challenge and 
all stakeholders needed to act together 
to ensure the goal set by government was 
achievable.
“It’s a goal we certainly want to achieve,” 
she said.
Marlborough Road Safety Coordinator 

Robyn Blackburn said Road Safety Action 
Planning is focussed on addressing death 
and serious injury crashes that impact our 
communities through applying the Road to 
Zero strategy interventions.
“It’s time now to consolidate on the 
good, reflect on the not so good, work in 
partnership to strengthen connections 
and identify all local actions that can help 
achieve Vision Zero,” she said.

New Road Safety Action Planning group chair 
Jonathan Rosene

Watch out for harvesters
With the grape harvest underway, road 
users are being warned to watch for heavy 
machinery on the region’s roads. 
The harvest will run for the next six weeks, 
with the peak of activity expected around 
the middle of this month.  
There is already an increase in the  
amount of harvesters, tractors and trucks  
on roads from Koromiko in the north to  
Ward in the south, and westwards up the 
Wairau Valley. 
Drivers should take care when driving 
on local roads and state highways. Extra 
caution is needed when overtaking - check 
your passing distance and be aware of 
oncoming traffic. Harvesters share the road during harvest

Picton wellbeing workshop
A wellbeing clinic in Picton later this month is 
designed for people who have experienced 
loss, faced challenges or undergone change.
The workshop provides an opportunity  
to learn strategies to better understand,  
cope with and reduce stress, anxiety  
and exhaustion.
Held at Endeavour Park Pavilion on Friday  
24 March, the session starts at 10.30 am 
(please arrive at 10.15 am and bring lunch) 
and finishes at 3.00 pm. There is no cost as  
it is sponsored by Te Whatu Ora  

Nelson-Marlborough. Everyone is welcome.
Course facilitators will explain how to identify 
stress and why it affects people differently. 
Practical strategies to build resilience and 
reduce symptoms of stress and trauma will 
be given.
Marlborough Recovery Navigator Charlotte 
Wood has attended the course and said it 
is fun, thought-provoking and interactive. 
Spaces are limited so book now by emailing 
Charlotte.Wood@marlborough.govt.nz or  
text 027 213 0341.

Emergency response volunteers return
A second deployment of volunteer 
emergency responders from Marlborough’s 
NZRT20 team has been completed. 
The group was based in Hawke’s Bay and 
worked with other volunteers from around 
the country. 
Team members worked in small groups flying 

into remote areas by helicopter to support cut 
off communities. 
Team manager Gary Spence said: “Thank 
you to the families and employers for giving 
our team members the time to help their 
fellow Kiwis up north. It is very pleasing 
that Marlborough is able to help these 
communities directly.”

Kids' edible garden booming bounty
Summer is a favourite time for children in the 
Kids’ Edible Gardens programme.  
Created by a Christchurch trust in 1995, it 
aims to teach students to re-use organic 
waste, grow organic edible gardens and eat 
the produce they grow.
The Marlborough programme, adapted 
with permission from the Christchurch one 
and supported by Council, has 21 schools 
participating. There is a school facilitator  
and teaching resources have been 
developed to help integrate gardening  
with the classroom programme. 
Ongoing professional development training 
for teachers is also provided. 
Waikawa Bay School and Linkwater  
School have embraced the concept, 
Council’s Environmental Educator Angela 
Wentworth said.
“At Linkwater, water is important and 
children wanted to ensure it wasn’t wasted,” 
she said. “They discovered Olla Pots, a 
traditional Italian irrigation method where 
unglazed terracotta pots are filled with water 
which seeps through the pores into the soil 
keeping it moist.”
Children also made their own fertiliser using 
weeds from the garden soaked in a bucket 
of water for a week or two. 
At Waikawa Bay School, children have been 
busy tidying and weeding the garden beds, 
uncovering treasures of fruit and vegetables 
after the summer break.
“Term four turned out to be one of their most 
successful growing and harvesting seasons 
which they attributed to the rain and using 

good compost,” Angela said. ”Children 
harvested cauliflower, spinach, lettuces, 
sugar snap peas, broad beans, radishes, 
celery, leeks, garlic and potatoes in time  
for Christmas.” 
Growing garlic was a particularly valuable 
learning experience for children as they 
saved bulbs from the previous year for 
replanting as well as growing, harvesting 
and drying the crop. Students are now 
harvesting tomatoes, cucumbers, zucchini, 
corn, basil and lettuce.  
“The pumpkins still have a way to go, but 
they are confident that their trial of planting 
companion sunflowers alongside them will 
prove to be a winner,” Angela said.

A great crop of leeks grown by children in the 
Kids’ Edible Gardens programme in Marlborough

Have your say on Meretoto/Ship Cove
Council is proposing a variation to the 
Proposed Marlborough Environment Plan 
(PMEP) to include Meretoto/Ship Cove 
(including the island of Motuara) as a 
heritage resource. 
Including the site in the PMEP will see 
planning provisions applied to the area, 
restricting the types of activities that can be 
undertaken in order to protect its significant 
cultural and heritage values.
Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga 
(HNZPT) has already added the site to the 
New Zealand Heritage List/Rārangi Kōrero 
as a ‘Historic Place Category 1’ (List number 
9900). The Category 1 type listing identifies 
sites as being of ‘special or outstanding 
historical or cultural significance or value’.

To make a submission or to find out more  
go to: https://bit.ly/3ZBIsN3. Submissions  
on the variation close at 5.00 pm on  
11 April 2023.

Meretoto/Ship Cove

Sport and Recreation Community Activity Fund - open now
The 2022/2023 Sport & Recreation Community Activity Fund is accepting applications for 
activities held before 31 March 2024. There is $30,000 available for allocation a year.
The fund is open to event organisers or local clubs and organisations looking to create small 
sport and community activities that are of low cost to participants and that encourage and 
promote involvement, accessibility and physical activity.
Key dates:
•  Applications close: 5.00 pm, Monday 10 April 2023
•  Funding decision by: 5.00 pm, Thursday 20 April 2023
Applications must be completed via Council’s website: www.marlborough.govt.nz/recreation/
events/sport-and-recreaton-community-activity-fund
Any enquiries can be directed to Council’s Regional Events Advisor, Samantha Young,  
Ph: 03 520 7400 or email: events@marlborough.govt.nz

Temporary Road Closure - 19 March - Kaituna - Tuamarina Road
On Sunday 19 March 2023 the following road will be closed to ordinary vehicle traffic for the 
purposes of Marlborough Car Club gravel sprint between 7.30 am and 5.00 pm.
The road involved is:
•  Kaituna - Tuamarina Road  - 1.0km east of Kaituna - Tuamarina Road/Gibson Road to the 

Kaituna - Tuamarina Road/Waikakaho Valley intersection (gravel section) 
During the proposed period of closure, ordinary vehicle traffic may use the road being 
closed between events under the supervision and authority of an Officer of the New 
Zealand Police (Traffic Safety Branch).
It will be an offence under the above regulations for any person other than under the 
authority of an authorised permit to use the road for ordinary vehicle traffic during the period 
of closure.
This notice is given pursuant to the Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure)  
Regulations 1965. 
Any enquiries should be addressed to Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads, Ph: 021 923 536.

Proposed Temporary Road Closure - 30 April -  
Pukaka Valley Road
On Sunday 30 April 2023 the following road is proposed to be closed to ordinary vehicle traffic 
for the purposes of Marlborough Car Club gravel sprint between 7.30 am to 5.00 pm.
The road involved is:
•  Pukaka Valley Road RP 0 - 4200m (from the Pukaka Valley Road and Pembers Road 

Intersection) 
During the proposed period of closure, ordinary vehicle traffic may use the road being closed 
between events under the supervision and authority of an Officer of the New Zealand Police 
(Traffic Safety Branch).
It will be an offence under the above regulations for any person other than under the authority 
of an authorised permit to use the road for ordinary vehicle traffic during the period of closure.
This notice is given pursuant to the Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure)  
Regulations 1965. 
Anyone wishing to object must lodge their objection in writing before Thursday 13 April at the 
Marlborough Roads office, The Forum, Market Street, Blenheim, PO Box 1031, Blenheim, 7240.
Any enquiries should be addressed to Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads, Ph: 021 923 536.

Left to right: Don Anderson, Hemi Priestly, James Dadson, Cameron Wilson, Shelley Wetton  
(Team Leader), Jaco du Plessis, Dave Parsons (Deputy Team Leader ) and Phil Vercoe 
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