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Mayor Nadine Taylor is asking 
Marlborough locals to dig deep to help 
Gisborne and Napier to get back on their 
feet.
“We’ve all seen the devastation up north 
and want to help in a meaningful way,” she 
said. 
“The ‘Adopt a Community’ initiative 
matches Marlborough with two 
communities that have been badly hit by 
cyclone Gabrielle.
“Napier and Gisborne are sister districts 
to Marlborough - we share wine and 
horticultural industries and many people 
in Marlborough have connections to them 
through family or work.
“This is a way for our council to support 
two councils that have been hit hard, by 
raising money for their communities. 
“We know from our own experiences of 
extreme weather and earthquakes that 
getting communities back on their feet is a 
marathon not a sprint. That’s especially true 
with a disaster of this scale.” 
People are encouraged to support 
Gisborne through a donation to its Mayoral 
Relief Fund. The bank account number is: 
Gisborne District Council 03-0638-0502288-
00 Reference: Disaster Relief Trust.
The bank account number for donations to 

Looking for a fun activity for the whole 
family to take part in? Jump on your 
bike and join the biking treasure hunt 
currently underway along the Taylor 
River.
The event, which runs from now until 
the end of March is free to enter and is 
for people of all ages.
Council’s RideOn Coordinator Sandy 
Large said cyclists need to find the 
hidden clues along the Taylor River 
to go into the draw to win one of six 
treasure baskets.  Five kiwi cut outs are 
also hidden along the way as bonus 
spot prizes.
“This event encourages the whole family 
to head out on their bikes and share in 
an adventure. Introducing the idea of 
exercising for pleasure early on can be 
hugely beneficial for children’s quality of 
life as they grow up.”
“Cycling is a fantastic low-impact 
workout. A bike ride will use all the 
major muscle groups and get your heart 
rate up, without straining your joints. 
That can be an important factor when 
trying to find a family sport that all 
ages can enjoy,” Sandy said.

Are you interested in activities or advice 
targeting the over 65 age group?
The Marlborough Seniors’ Expo, on 
Tuesday 7 March, is a day designed for 
the whole community to help create 
awareness of services available for older 
people.
While aimed at the over 65s, the Expo 
is not solely for them, so if you have 
an older relative or friend or are simply 
interested to know what support is 
available for older people, you are 
welcome to head along. 
It’s a perfect opportunity to get vital 
information for whānau and family 
members. Whether it’s helping them to 
maintain an active lifestyle or meeting 
other people in a bid to reduce 
loneliness, the Expo can help. Even 
it it’s just wanting to know where to 
access advice and support, the Expo is 

a valuable starting point.
There will be information available 
about health issues in the elderly, mini 
health checks, demonstrations and 
representatives from support and legal 
agencies and health organisations will 
be on hand.
The expo runs from 10.00 am to 
1.00 pm at the Marlborough Events 
Centre, next to the ASB Theatre, and 
is free to all. More than 50 stallholders 
will attend and refreshments will be 
provided.
The Blenheim and Picton bus runs on 
the day including the Marlborough 
Events Centre as a stop. This service is 
free to gold card holders, so people are 
encouraged to take advantage and use 
the bus. 
For more information contact Council 
on 03 5207400.

Marlborough Mayor launches funds for 
Gisborne and Napier

Join the biking treasure hunt

Seniors’ Expo coming up

Citizens from nine countries including 
the Philippines, UK, USA, Argentina, 
Ireland, Ukraine, Tonga, Sri Lanka and 
Australia have been officially welcomed 
to Marlborough.
Mayor Nadine Taylor welcomed the 
24 new citizens to the region at last 
Friday’s citizenship ceremony.
Speaking at the event Mayor Taylor 
recognised the day was an important 
milestone in the new citizen’s lives.
“Your decision to apply for citizenship 
was no doubt made after very careful 
consideration and is a commitment 

to your future,” she said. “It is not a 
rejection of your past but in future 
your first loyalty will be to New 
Zealand.”
Mayor Taylor told the group that 
citizenship carried important privileges 
and they would all enjoy the rights 
and freedoms of native-born New 
Zealanders.
Following the Mayor’s opening address 
and the presentation of certificates, 
Council’s kapa haka group performed 
for the new citizens and their friends 
and family.

A few extra dollars are always helpful 
and if you’re a ratepayer on a low 
income you may qualify for a rebate of 
up to $700.  
To qualify, you need to be paying the 
rates on the home you live in, your 
name must be on the rates invoice 
and your home cannot be used 
principally for farming or business 
purposes.  
How much the rebate will be depends 
on the amount of your rates, the total 
income of you and your partner, and 
the number of dependants living with 
you. 
You can apply in person at the Council 
offices in Blenheim or Picton or apply 
online at www.marlborough.govt.nz/
services/rates/rates-rebate
You will need your income details 
for the year ended 31 March 2022 to 

New citizens celebrated

Like some extra dollars in your pocket?

Mayor Taylor with Marlborough’s new citizens and officials at last 
week’s ceremony
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Supporting Aotearoa Bike Challenge Month

Runs until 
31st March 23

Taylor River 
Reserve

FREE 
ENTRY 

Every registered 

cyclist gets an 

entry pack.

Find the clues, and go into the draw for one of six treasure baskets. 
Find one of five kiwis to win some treasure.

To register and more information go to: www.marlborough.govt.nz  

Napier City Council is 02-0700-0010824-
002 Reference: Hawke’s Bay Disaster Relief 
Trust.
The ‘Adopt a Community’ initiative was set 
up last week by Local Government New 
Zealand and matches councils who were 
unaffected by cyclone Gabrielle with one or 
more councils that were.  
For more information go to www.lgnz.
co.nz/news-and-media/2023-media-
releases/councils-adopt-cyclone-hit-
communities-to-support-their-fundraising/
Mayor Taylor noted there were also many 
other ways that Marlburians can assist the 
North Island responses.

To register go to www.marlborough.
govt.nz/recreation/cycling-and-walking/
cycling and then pop into the Council 
office to collect your registration pack.
This event is run in in conjunction with 
the Aotearoa Bike Challenge month.  
Go to www.lovetoride.net for more 
information.

complete the application. 
Applications for this rating year 
close on 30 June 2023 and no late 
applications will be accepted. For more 
information contact Council on Ph: 03 
520 7400 or email: mdc@marlborough.
govt.nz


