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Your local news from the  
Marlborough District Council

Mark Sunday 23 April on your calendar. 
That’s when the Marlborough District 
Library in Blenheim closes.
But don’t panic - in the lead up to 
the library closing you can take out 
as many books as you like and return 
them once the new library and art 
gallery opens on Friday 12 May. Items 
won’t be due for return while the 
library is closed and no fines will be 
imposed.
Once the new library opens you can 
return them there. 
For the three weeks between the 
Marlborough District Library (Blenheim) 
closing and the new Marlborough 
Library and Art Gallery opening, 
Libraries’ Manager Glenn Webster 
suggests customers make sure they take 

out enough books to keep them going. 
Mr Webster also reminds people they 
can access the online facilities while the 
library is closed.
“Customers can use our online 
resources with their membership card 
including the newspapers,” he said. 
“And the Picton Library and Service 
Centre will be open as normal.”
The popular Justice of the Peace 
service, with local JPs present at 
the Marlborough District Library on 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and 
Saturday from 10.00 am until 12.00 
pm, will continue at the Citizens Advice 
Bureau in Alfred Street.
Keep an eye on our newspaper pages in 
the coming weeks for more information 
about the opening of the new building.

A wellbeing clinic in Picton later 
this month is designed for people 
who have experienced loss, faced 
challenges or undergone change.
The workshop provides an opportunity 
to learn strategies to better 
understand, cope with and reduce 
stress, anxiety and exhaustion.
Held at Endeavour Park Pavilion this 
Friday 24 March, the session starts at 
10.30 am (please arrive at 10.15 am 
and bring lunch) and finishes at 3.00 
pm. There is no cost as it is sponsored 
by Te Whatu Ora Nelson-Marlborough. 

Everyone is welcome.
Course facilitators will explain how 
to identify stress and why it affects 
people differently. Practical strategies 
to build resilience and reduce 
symptoms of stress and trauma will be 
given.
Marlborough Recovery Navigator 
Charlotte Wood has attended the 
course and said it is fun, thought-
provoking and interactive. Spaces 
are limited so book now by emailing 
Charlotte.Wood@marlborough.govt.nz 
or text 027 213 0341.

Old library building closes on 23 April

Picton wellbeing workshop 

Work to upgrade a watermain on 
Nelson Street, part of State Highway 6, 
is set to begin during the first week of 
April.
Assets and Services Manager Richard 
Coningham said motorists and cyclists 
should be aware that there will be some 
disruption on Nelson Street between 
Boyce Street and McLauchlan Street 
while the work is being carried out. 
“Traffic control measures will be in place 
during this time,” he said.
Contractor Fulton Hogan will undertake 
the replacement job which will see the 
450 metre ageing watermain replaced 
with a new pipe and in-ground fire 

hydrants. The new pipeline will be laid 
1.3 metres under the road.
“The existing pipeline has reached the 
end of its life, with numerous repairs 
and maintenance performed on it over 
recent years,” Mr Coningham said.
“We thank residents in the affected area 
for their patience during this upcoming 
period of work as we set to reinstate the 
road as quickly as possible,” he said.
Fulton Hogan will contact residents and 
businesses directly. Work is expected to 
be completed by mid-June 2023.
This work forms part of a series of 
watermain upgrades for the Springlands 
area planned over the next four years.

Welcoming newcomers and making 
them feel at home is the aim of a new 
programme being rolled out locally.
Welcoming Communities - Te Waharoa 
ki ngā Hapori is a nationwide 
programme led by Immigration New 
Zealand. It supports local government 
and community organisations to  
promote, showcase and enhance 
existing initiatives to help newcomers 
feel welcome; and creates new 
opportunities for welcoming activities.
Marlborough has recently joined 
30 other councils to implement the 
programme.
Welcoming Communities Coordinator 
Heather Barnes said community 
involvement in welcoming newcomers 
is key to the programme’s sucesss. 
“Building connections between locals 
and newcomers means everyone feels 
included, knows they belong and that 
Marlborough feels like home.”
“We have recently launched a survey 
to help us find out more about 
what makes newcomers living in 
Marlborough feel welcome,” Ms Barnes 
said.
“We would love to hear the experiences 
and opinions of people who have 
moved to Marlborough in the past few 
years, either from overseas or another 
part of Aotearoa.” 
“We welcome newcomers, or anyone 
who has ideas to welcome those who 
are new, to fill in our short online 
community survey - there’s even a $50 
supermarket voucher up for grabs each 
month between now and May 2023.”

After a warm and wet summer, trees and 
hedges overhanging the footpath may 
need a bit of a haircut.
Vegetation overhanging a footpath or 
a road can become a nuisance and can 
cause safety and accessibility issues. We 
need to make sure our footpaths and 
roads are safe and can be used easily by 
everyone, including kids on scooters, the 
sight-impaired, those with disabilities, and 
of course the postie.
Trees and vegetation on private property 
must be kept clear of footpaths and 
roads in accordance with the following 
guidelines:
• If the footpath is directly adjacent 

to a private property boundary, all 
vegetation should be trimmed back 
to the boundary (including hedges) 
so the entire footpath width is clear of 
vegetation. In all other locations, the 

entire footpath width should be clear of 
vegetation

• A clear space of 2.5 metres above the 
footpath, berm or walkway is required

• A clear space of 4.5 metres above the 
road is required to allow truck or bus 
clearance

• Where there is only a grass berm, 
clearance of overhanging vegetation is 
required to allow safe access for users.

If you rent a property, please check with 
your property manager or the homeowner 
to find out who is responsible for this task. 
Footpath and overhanging vegetation 
inspections take place in May, so your early 
attention may save you being issued a 
reminder notice.
For more information on trimming 
overhanging vegetation go to www.
marlborough.govt.nz/recreation/parks-and-
open-spaces/trees/overhanging-vegetation

Work to upgrade Nelson Street (SH6) 
watermain begins soon

Making Marlborough feel like home

Time to get the clippers out

Water pipes and fire hydrants recently installed in Seddon are the 
same as those that will be laid on Nelson Street in early April

To complete the 
survey simply scan 
the QR code with 
your mobile phone or 
go to: https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/
MWC2023
For further 
information about the survey or the 
Welcoming Communities Programme 
email Heather Barnes, Welcoming 
Communities Coordinator, at heather.
barnes@marlborough.govt.nz

An example of an obstructed footpath.


