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The following meetings are open to the 
public and anyone is welcome to attend. 
Copies of the agendas will be available online 
and at Council’s Office, 15 Seymour Street. 
Council 
Thursday 6 April at 9.00 am

Assets & Services Committee
Tuesday 18 April at 9.00 am
Environment & Planning Committee
Thursday 20 April at 9.00 am
The times and dates may be subject to 
change, please contact the Committee 
Secretary, Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.

Please note the Blenheim Customer Service 
Centre is closed on Wednesdays from 12.30 
pm to 1.30 pm.

Council
meetings

Marlborough Events follow-me.co.nz

Cultural Kaleidoscope
Last chance to enjoy this wonderful 
exhibition celebrating Marlborough’s 
diversity - paintings, drawings, photography 
and more. Art is available for purchase 
during the exhibition.
On now until Sun 26 March;  
10.30 am - 4.30 pm 
The Marlborough Art Society,  
204 High Street, Blenheim

Flaxbourne A & P Show
Sure to be a great day out for the whole 
family with shearing, horse and pony 
events, pipe band, competitions, food 
stalls and lots more. $10 entry fee,  
under 17s free.
Sun 26 March; 8.00 am - 6.00 pm

Preserving the Harvest workshop 
with Nicola Galloway
Book your place today at this popular 
annual demonstration-style workshop 
learning how to safely preserve a variety of 
seasonal fruits and vegetables. Bookings 
are essential.
Sun 26 March; 10.30 am - 12.30 pm 
The Karaka Kitchen,  
2a Park Terrace, Blenheim

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from Council’s reticulation network 
to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas 
should be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking 
Water Standards and may contain bacteria 
or protozoa that are harmful to human 
health. All water used for drinking, food 

preparation or cleaning teeth should be 
boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps 
on Marama Road, outside Seddon School. 
For further information contact the Council 
on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Old library building closes on 23 April
Mark Sunday 23 April on your calendar. 
That’s when the Marlborough District Library 
in Blenheim closes.
But don’t panic - in the lead up to the library 
closing you can take out as many books as 
you like and return them once the new library 
and art gallery opens on Friday 12 May. Items 
won’t be due for return while the library is 
closed and no fines will be imposed.
Once the new library opens you can return 
them there. 
For the three weeks between the 
Marlborough District Library (Blenheim) 
closing and the new Marlborough Library 
and Art Gallery opening, Libraries’ Manager 
Glenn Webster suggests customers make 
sure they take out enough books to keep 
them going. 

Mr Webster also reminds people they can 
access the online facilities while the library is 
closed.
“Customers can use our online resources 
with their membership card including the 
newspapers,” he said. “And the Picton Library 
and Service Centre will be open as normal.”
The popular Justice of the Peace service, 
with local JPs present at the Marlborough 
District Library on Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Saturday from 10.00 am until 
12.00 pm, will continue at the Citizens Advice 
Bureau in Alfred Street.
Keep an eye on our newspaper pages in the 
coming weeks for more information about the 
opening of the new building.

Work to upgrade Nelson Street (SH6) watermain begins soon
Work to upgrade a watermain on Nelson 
Street, part of State Highway 6, is set to begin 
during the first week of April.
Assets and Services Manager Richard 
Coningham said motorists and cyclists should 
be aware that there will be some disruption 
on Nelson Street between Boyce Street and 
McLauchlan Street while the work is being 
carried out. “Traffic control measures will be 
in place during this time,” he said.
Contractor Fulton Hogan will undertake the 
replacement job which will see the 450 metre 
ageing watermain replaced with a new pipe 
and in-ground fire hydrants. The new pipeline 
will be laid 1.3 metres under the road.

“The existing pipeline has reached the 
end of its life, with numerous repairs and 
maintenance performed on it over recent 
years,” Mr Coningham said.
“We thank residents in the affected area for 
their patience during this upcoming period 
of work as we set to reinstate the road as 
quickly as possible,” he said.
Fulton Hogan will contact residents and 
businesses directly. Work is expected to be 
completed by mid-June 2023.
This work forms part of a series of watermain 
upgrades for the Springlands area planned 
over the next four years.

Water pipes and fire hydrants recently installed in Seddon are the same as those that will be laid on 
Nelson Street in early April

Concerns raised on ship safety in Cook Strait
Mayor Nadine Taylor and Greater Wellington 
Regional Council Chair Daran Ponter have 
written jointly to the Minister of Transport, 
Michael Wood, raising their concerns about 
the lack of support for out of port vessels in 
Cook Strait.
The letter follows recent ferry breakdowns 
which have reinforced the issue of both 
shipping and passenger safety in the vital 
sea corridor that borders both council areas.
Mayor Taylor said the last of three tugs that 
were commissioned following the tragic 
sinking of the Wāhine in 1968, left port in 
2014 having been found to be too low-
powered for larger ships. 
“Similarly, Port Marlborough’s tug is suited 
to work within Picton Harbour but not Cook 
Strait,” she said.
A change in focus to the commercial aspects 
of operating ports following the move from 
harbour boards to port companies in 1989 
also meant safety management outside of 
the Port itself, such as supporting seagoing 
vessels, was not relevant to CentrePort or 
Port Marlborough’s tug replacement  
business cases.  
Fast forward to today, together the 
Interislander and Bluebridge ferries carry 
around one million passengers across Cook

Strait each year. Over 250,000 cruise ship 
passengers are also visiting each summer 
with that number increasing. Other shipping 
is either passing through the Strait (including 
large bulk carriers between Australia  
and South America) or passing by  
adjacent coastlines.
“Despite this level of traffic, and the 
legendary winds and tidal currents, there is 
neither the legislative requirement nor any 
physical resource to provide support for 
vulnerable or disabled shipping,”  
Mayor Taylor said.
“Daran Ponter and I believe this is an 
inadequate situation. Cook Strait is a 
vital part of New Zealand’s national 
infrastructure, being effectively the marine 
section of State Highway 1,” she said. “Just 
as the government oversees safety on the 
state highways, we agree that it should 
support safe shipping in one of our busiest 
marine corridors.”
Mayor Taylor said a meeting with the 
Minister of Transport would be a welcome 
opportunity to discuss this matter. 
“This is an opportunity for local and central 
government, ship and port operators 
to come together and work towards an 
enduring and sustainable outcome,”  
she said.

Making Marlborough feel like home
Welcoming newcomers and making them 
feel at home is the aim of a new programme 
being rolled out locally.
Welcoming Communities - Te Waharoa ki 
ngā Hapori is a nationwide programme 
led by Immigration New Zealand. It 
supports local government and community 
organisations to  promote, showcase 
and enhance existing initiatives to help 
newcomers feel welcome; and creates new 
opportunities for welcoming activities.
Marlborough has recently joined 30 other 
councils to implement the programme.
Welcoming Communities Coordinator 
Heather Barnes said community 
involvement in welcoming newcomers is 
key to the programme’s sucesss. “Building 
connections between locals and newcomers 
means everyone feels included, knows they 
belong and that Marlborough feels  
like home.”
“We have recently launched a survey to 
help us find out more about what makes 
newcomers living in Marlborough feel 
welcome,” Ms Barnes said.
“We would love to hear the experiences 
and opinions of people who have moved to 
Marlborough in the past few years, either 
from overseas or another part of Aotearoa.” 
“We welcome newcomers, or anyone who 
has ideas to welcome those who are new, 
to fill in our short online community survey 
- there’s even a $50 supermarket voucher 

up for grabs each month between now and 
May 2023.”  
To complete the survey simply scan the QR 
code with your mobile phone or go to:  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WC2023
For further information about the survey or 
the Welcoming Communities Programme 
email Heather Barnes, Welcoming 
Communities Coordinator, at  
heather.barnes@marlborough.govt.nz

Helping to make Marlborough 
more welcoming for newcomers. 

marlborough.govt.nz

Heather Barnes, 
Welcoming Communities Coordinator
heather.barnes@marlborough.govt.nz
03 520 7400 

For more information about 
the Welcoming Communities 
programme please contact:

Marlborough community events contractors announced
Contracts to deliver some of the 
region’s most popular events including 
the Southern Jam Youth Jazz Festival, 
Blenheim Christmas Parade, New Year’s 
Eve celebrations in Picton and the 
Blenheim Summer Market have been 
awarded to a local provider.
Regional Events Advisor Samantha Young 
said the appointment of Pure Events 
Marlborough to deliver these events is a 
great result.
“It’s wonderful to see much-loved events 
back again following a long period of 
uncertainty due to Covid-19.”
“For 23 years Marlborough 4 Fun was 
contracted by Council to deliver seven 
community events each year,” Ms Young 
said. “However, the end of Marlborough 
4 Fun’s contract and the closure of the 
Trust in 2022 presented an opportunity 

for Council to review its community events 
portfolio to determine the events that 
were important to continue in future,”  
she said.
Council went through a thorough 
process in awarding the contracts. 
“After considering all proposals Council 
selected Pure Events Marlborough to bring 
back these much loved events for our 
community,” Ms Young said.
Council also approved contract funding 
for the Marlborough Multicultural Centre 
to deliver the annual Marlborough 
Multicultural Festival recognising its 
importance in celebrating our region’s 
cultural diversity.
Contracts will commence from 1 July 2023 
for a term of three years with a further 
two year renewal subject to satisfactory 
delivery of the events.

Locals and visitors came together to celebrate our region’s culture diversity at this year’s 
Multicultural Festival 

Time to get the clippers out
After a warm and wet summer, trees and 
hedges overhanging the footpath may need 
a bit of a haircut.
Vegetation overhanging a footpath or a road 
can become a nuisance and cause safety 
and accessibility issues. We need to make 
sure our footpaths and roads are safe and 
can be used easily by everyone, including 
kids on scooters, the sight-impaired, those 
with disabilities, and of course the postie.
Trees and vegetation on private property 
must be kept clear of footpaths and roads in 
accordance with the following guidelines:
•  If the footpath is directly adjacent to a 

private property boundary, all vegetation 
should be trimmed back to the boundary 
(including hedges) so the entire footpath 
width is clear of vegetation. In all other 
locations, the entire footpath width should 
be clear of vegetation

•  A clear space of 2.5 metres above the 
footpath, berm or walkway is required

•  A clear space of 4.5 metres above the road 
is required to allow truck or bus clearance

•  Where there is only a grass berm, 
clearance of overhanging vegetation is 
required to allow safe access for users.

If you rent a property, please check with 
your property manager or the homeowner 
to find out who is responsible for this task. 
Footpath and overhanging vegetation 
inspections take place in May, so your early 
attention may save you being issued a 
reminder notice.
For more information on trimming 
overhanging vegetation go to www.
marlborough.govt.nz/recreation/parks-and-
open-spaces/trees/overhanging-vegetation

An example of an obstructed footpath

Recycling trial of unwanted pesticide and herbicide containers
Council is working with Agrecovery to trial 
the collection of unwanted household pest 
control and weed killer containers. 
Solid Waste Manager Alec McNeil said 
pest and garden spray containers can’t be 
recycled as part of the kerbside recycling 
collection so this trial is a great option for 
those wanting to dispose of containers 
without sending them to landfill.
“A number of drop-off locations are 
available across the region, free of charge 
- at the Marlborough Hazardous Waste 
Centre in Blenheim, the Picton Transfer 
Station and the Havelock Transfer Station,” 
Mr McNeil said.
Weed killer, insect control, and fungicide 
containers can be recycled.
“These empty containers need to be 
cleaned with any lids/bugs and metal 
handles or triggers removed before they 
are dropped off to the Agrecovery recycling 
containers.” Mr McNeil said.
“Spray containers with leftover, expired 
or unwanted residual product must be 

dropped off to hazardous waste containers 
at the same three sites. We ask that the 
container lids are kept on and fastened 
tightly to ensure there is no leaking.”
Please note this trial is for households only, 
not commercial operators. Aerosols cannot 
be recycled as part of this trial.
For more information go to  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/
recycling-and-resource-recovery/rubbish-
and-recycling-projects/household-
pest-control-and-weedkiller-container-
collection-scheme  
or email info@agrecovery.org.nz

Working for Nature/Mahi mō te Taiao funding awarded 
Now in its third year, the Working for Nature/
Mahi mō te Taiao fund has recently awarded 
$110,000 in environment grants to 21 
projects across Marlborough to protect and 
restore native habitats. Applications for the 
next round of funding open next month, via 
the Council website. 
In August 2022, the Council received 38 
applications from community groups and 
landowners to undertake projects from 
wetland restoration to pest control. Five 
projects were awarded full funding with the 
other 16 projects partially funded. Overall, 
more than $342,000 was requested, far 
exceeding the available funds. 
The fund was created in September 2019 to 
build on the success of the Tui to Town and 
Greening Marlborough programmes, with an 
expanded scheme. The grants give a boost 
by kickstarting community-led projects 
focussed on native biodiversity. 
Environmental Science and Monitoring 
Manager Alan Johnson said requests for 

funding had grown each year since the 
scheme began.
“While we were unable to fund all 
applicants, it demonstrates that community 
interest to enhance and protect native 
biodiversity in growing,” he said.  
Grants were awarded under two categories: 
Habitat Marlborough and Protecting 
Marlborough. Habitat Marlborough projects 
will restore native habitats, improving 
biodiversity and freshwater quality. The 
Protecting Marlborough category is to 
control animal and plant pests that threaten 
native wildlife and habitats.
Marlborough has been identified as one of 
five centres of biodiversity in New Zealand, 
due to its concentration of native species, 
some found only in our district.
For the full list of successful applications for 
2022 go to: www.marlborough.govt.nz/our-
community/grants-and-awards/working-for-
naturemahi-mo-te-taiao

The Ōhinemahuta Revegetation Project and Te Hoiere Bat Recovery Project received funding in 
2022/2023

Speed restriction in Waikawa Bay extended
The five knot speed limit area in Waikawa Bay 
has been extended in an effort to improve 
the safety of everyone on the water.
Harbourmaster Captain Jake Oliver said it 
became apparent over summer that some 
boaties and jet ski users were going too  
fast given the increased number of vessels  
in the bay. 
“The development of the new Waikawa 
Marina extension has seen more people 
using the bay especially over the summer.  
This is great but we need to ensure we 
mitigate potential risks and extending the 
five knot area is one way of achieving this,” 
Captain Oliver said.
“One of the key concerns identified was the 
speed of vessels heading to the new marina 
entrance. Coupled with wake and visibility 
issues there was the potential for problems.”
The new five knot restricted area runs in 
line with the north eastern corner of the new 
breakwater across Waikawa Bay to the five 

knot markers off Wharetukura Bay. All  
vessels travelling in this area must follow  
the five knot rule.
“From this line out into the Sounds boaties 
are still required to adhere to the general 
speed rules outlined in the navigation bylaw,” 
Captain Oliver said.

The yellow line marks the extent of the new five 
knot area in Waikawa Bay
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