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Councillors unanimously agreed 
the Annual Plan 2023-24 Budget 
proposal last week, which maintains 
current levels of service and continues 
a significant capital expenditure 
programme focused on the region’s 
core infrastructure needs.
A number of new expenditure items 
were supported, leaving an overall 
proposed rates increase of 7.8 per cent 
for the year beginning 1 July 2023.
Mayor Nadine Taylor said it was a very 
unusual year.
“Like every council in New Zealand, we 
are facing much higher than normal 
levels of inflation, with the Consumer 
Price Index expected to peak at over 7 
per cent this year. Supply chain issues 
are driving up costs and affecting 
many parts of the New Zealand 
economy, including local government.” 
“The two biggest drivers of Council’s 
rates increases are the Local 
Government Cost Index (LGCI) and 
capital expenditure. The LGCI is a price 
index that includes the cost of bitumen 
and water pipes - in other words the 
main goods and services that local 
government purchases. This year’s LGCI 
was forecast to be 2.4 per cent but is 
actually running at 5.9 per cent.” 
“New Government requirements on 
councils and the increasing cost of 
servicing debt are also major factors.”
She said the draft Budget maintains 
a capital expenditure programme 
focussed on roading, sewerage and 
water treatment and no services 
had been cut from the next 10 year 
period. 
“However we reviewed our user pays 
fees and reduced expenditure where 
possible. New revenue sources have 
also been identified and we’ve made 
good use of three of our reserves - the 
Infrastructure Upgrade, Depreciation 
and Covid-19 Rates Relief reserves.”
“We’ve worked hard to address 
inflation and made every effort to 
bring down what would have been 
a much bigger rates increase - well 
above 10 per cent - without cutting 
public services.”
“I’m very aware of the cost of living 
pressures on households and recognise 
that 7.8 per cent is a relatively high 
rates increase. It’s not something that 
any mayor or councillor wants to 
propose but our budgets are under 
significant pressure and it’s the same 
for every council in the country.”
She said Council’s user pays fees 
- including resource consenting, 
environmental health and building 
control - would see increases.
“By increasing those fees we are 
reducing the impact on ratepayers 
next year by just over $1 million - we 
believe that that is a fairer way of 
spreading our costs. Most of our fees 
are at least 60 per cent funded by user 
pays and we want to maintain that 
proportionality.”
The 2023-24 Annual Plan Consultation 
Document will be adopted by the 
Council at its 6 April meeting. Public 
consultation will open for submissions 
from 6 April to 8 May. Public hearings 
are on 6, 7 and 8 June with the Annual 
Plan 2023-24 adopted on 29 June.

Council agrees 
Annual Plan budget Council has adopted the East 

Coast Beach Vehicle Bylaw, placing 
new rules on vehicle use along 
Marlborough’s coastline from the 
mouth of the Awatere to the Waima/
Ure River mouth from 1 July 2023. 
Council has undertaken an extensive 
public consultation process over 
the last three years, and the 
adopted vehicle bylaw largely 
follows its original proposal but with 
recommendations for limited quad 
bike and all-terrain vehicle (ATV and 
UTV) access to nine km of the coast.  
Over half of the coastline from the 
Awatere to the Waima (Ure) River 
mouths is recognised as ecologically 
significant. It’s home to rare native 
species such as the banded dotterel 
and katipō spider as well as many 
other threatened or endemic animal 
and plant species.
“This bylaw was borne from 
widespread community concern 
about increased vehicle use on the 
new beaches and exposed reefs 
created by the Kaikōura earthquake. 
We adopted the recommendations 
from the hearings panel, which 
places great responsibility on the 
public to be part of the solution and 
act as stewards of this special place,” 
said Mayor Nadine Taylor. 

Where there were no vehicle 
restrictions in place previously, the 
new rules mean:
• No vehicle access on the beach 

from the Awatere River mouth to 
south of the Marfells Beach boat 
launching site

• No vehicle access from the 
“Airstrip” to the Ure River mouth; 

• A 9 km ‘yellow zone’, where ATV 
and UTVs are allowed during 
daylight hours, under 30 km 
per hour, and permissible below 
the mean high-water mark from 
Marfells Beach to the “Airstrip”

• No vehicles on dunes or reefs 
anywhere at any time

The bylaw would have no new 
restrictions for businesses already 
operating in the areas, including 
commercial boat launching. 
“We are keeping ATV and UTV 
access in the area that is most 
popular for fishing, customary 
harvest and general access. In turn, 
we expect everyone to collectively 
protect the fragile dune and 
reef systems, as well as rare and 
threatened biodiversity, from vehicles 
while ensuring that the public 
remain safe,” said Mayor Taylor. 
The bylaw comes into effect on 1 
July 2023, to allow time for signage 

It’s that time of year when toxic 
algae is starting to show up in some 
of Marlborough’s rivers and streams 
and Council is asking people, and 
their dogs, to avoid areas of water 
where it is present.
The algae forms thick brown or 
black mats on rocks in the river 
bed. These mats have a velvety 
appearance and can become 
detached from the rocks. They often 
accumulate along the water’s edge, 
where they decay releasing a musky 
odour. 
Council Environmental Scientist 
Steffi Henkel said because Council 
can’t survey Marlborough’s extensive 
stream and river network for toxic 
algae it’s impossible to put up 
warning signs at all affected areas. 

“Instead we need the community 
to be aware of the algae, look for it 
at the river or stream they visit and 
choose a different site if the algae is 
present,” she said.
“The toxins in the algae can be 
dangerous for children and dogs. 
If your dog ingests toxic algae you 
should take it to the vet immediately. 
Symptoms usually occur within 
30 minutes and include panting, 
lethargy, muscular twitching, paralysis 
and convulsion.” 
“In humans, contact with toxic algae 
can cause vomiting, diarrhoea and 
skin irritation,” Ms Henkel said.
To find out more about toxic algae, 
including how to identify it go to: 
www.marlborough.govt.nz/recreation/
swimming-and-boating/toxic-algae

Green light for East Coast Beach Vehicle bylaw

Watch out for toxic algae in rivers and streams

A close-up view of toxic algae outside 
of the water - make sure you avoid 
areas of rivers and streams where it 
is present

to be erected and community education to 
begin. Council will monitor and evaluate the 
bylaw’s effectiveness after three years. 
For more information about the consultation 
process, including the recommendations 
report from the hearings panel go to www.
marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/bylaws/
proposed-east-coast-beach-vehicle-bylaw


