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The following meeting is open to the public 
and anyone is welcome to attend. A copy 
of the agenda will be available online and 
at Council’s Office, 15 Seymour Street, 
Blenheim.
Economic, Finance & Community 
Committee
Tuesday 21 March at 9.00 am

Public Forum
A public forum will be held prior to the 
Economic, Finance & Community Committee 
meeting, commencing at 8.30 am. If you 
wish to address the Committee during this 
Public Forum session you will need to confirm 
your attendance and speaking time with the 
Committee Secretary at least 24 hours prior 
to the meeting  Ph: 03 520 7400. Please note 
topics are restricted to those agenda items 
for the meeting or within the Committee’s 
delegation. 
The time and date may be subject to change, 
please contact the Committee Secretary,  
Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation. 
Please note the Blenheim Customer  
Service Centre is closed on Wednesdays 
from 12.30 pm to 1.30 pm.

Council
meetings

Marlborough Events follow-me.co.nz

Havelock Mussel & Seafood 
Festival 2023
Discover the ultimate seafood feast and 
experience the best of the Marlborough 
Sounds at this wonderful annual 
event - great food, excellent cooking 
demonstrations and live music.
Sat 11 March; 10.00 am - 6.00 pm

Massive Marlborough Clean-Up 
- Rarangi Beach
Here’s your chance to join the local 
community and help our environment, 
have a bit of fun and get to know new 
people at the annual Rarangi Beach 
Clean-Up. Part of Seaweek.
Sun 12 March; 10.00 am - 12.00 pm 
Rarangi Community Hall,  
252 Rarangi Beach Road

Seddon’s Market on the Green
More than just a market. Lots on offer 
including artisan stalls, fresh produce, 
clothing, car boot sale and more.
Sun 12 March; 10.30 am - 1.00 pm 
The Station, 8 Mills Street, Seddon

Council agrees Annual Plan budget
Councillors unanimously agreed the Annual 
Plan 2023-24 Budget proposal last week, 
which maintains current levels of service and 
continues a significant capital expenditure 
programme focused on the region’s core 
infrastructure needs.
A number of new expenditure items were 
supported, leaving an overall proposed 
rates increase of 7.8 per cent for the year 
beginning 1 July 2023.
Mayor Nadine Taylor said it was a very 
unusual year.
“Like every council in New Zealand, we are 
facing much higher than normal levels of 
inflation, with the Consumer Price Index 
expected to peak at over 7 per cent this year. 
Supply chain issues are driving up costs and 
affecting many parts of the New Zealand 
economy, including local government.” 
“The two biggest drivers of Council’s rates 
increases are the Local Government Cost 
Index (LGCI) and capital expenditure. The 
LGCI is a price index that includes the cost 
of bitumen and water pipes - in other words 
the main goods and services that local 
government purchases. This year’s LGCI was 
forecast to be 2.4 per cent but is actually 
running at 5.9 per cent.” 
“New Government requirements on councils 
and the increasing cost of servicing debt are 
also major factors.”
She said the draft Budget maintains a 
capital expenditure programme focussed on 
roading, sewerage and water treatment and 
no services had been cut from the next 10 
year period. 

“However we reviewed our user pays fees 
and reduced expenditure where possible. 
New revenue sources have also been 
identified and we’ve made good use of  
three of our reserves - the Infrastructure 
Upgrade, Depreciation and Covid-19 Rates 
Relief reserves.”
“We’ve worked hard to address inflation and 
made every effort to bring down what would 
have been a much bigger rates increase - 
well above 10 per cent - without cutting  
public services.”
“I’m very aware of the cost of living  
pressures on households and recognise 
that 7.8 per cent is a relatively high rates 
increase. It’s not something that any mayor or 
councillor wants to propose but our budgets 
are under significant pressure and it’s the 
same for every council in the country.”
She said Council’s user pays fees - including 
resource consenting, environmental health 
and building control - would see increases.
“By increasing those fees we are reducing 
the impact on ratepayers next year by just 
over $1 million - we believe that that is a fairer 
way of spreading our costs. Most of our fees 
are at least 60 per cent funded by user pays 
and we want to maintain that proportionality.”
The 2023-24 Annual Plan Consultation 
Document will be adopted by the Council at 
its 6 April meeting. Public consultation will 
open for submissions from 6 April to 8 May. 
Public hearings are on 6, 7 and 8 June  
with the Annual Plan 2023-24 adopted on  
29 June.

Green light for East Coast Beach Vehicle bylaw
Council has adopted the East Coast Beach 
Vehicle Bylaw, placing new rules on vehicle 
use along Marlborough’s coastline from the 
mouth of the Awatere to the Waima/Ure River 
mouth from 1 July 2023. 
Council has undertaken an extensive 
public consultation process over the last 
three years, and the adopted vehicle bylaw 
largely follows its original proposal but with 
recommendations for limited quad bike and 
all-terrain vehicle (ATV and UTV) access to 
nine km of the coast.  
Over half of the coastline from the Awatere 
 to the Waima (Ure) River mouths is 
recognised as ecologically significant. It’s 
home to rare native species such as the 
banded dotterel and katipō spider as well as 
many other threatened or endemic animal 
and plant species.
“This bylaw was borne from widespread 
community concern about increased vehicle 
use on the new beaches and exposed 
reefs created by the Kaikōura earthquake. 
We adopted the recommendations from 
the hearings panel, which places great 
responsibility on the public to be part of the 
solution and act as stewards of this special 
place,” said Mayor Nadine Taylor. 
Where there were no vehicle restrictions in 
place previously, the new rules mean:
•  No vehicle access on the beach from the 

Awatere River mouth to south of the Marfells 
Beach boat launching site

•  No vehicle access from the “Airstrip” to the 
Ure River mouth 

•  A nine km ‘yellow zone’, where ATVs and 
UTVs are allowed during daylight hours, 
under 30 km per hour, and permissible 
below the mean high-water mark from 
Marfells Beach to the “Airstrip”

•  No vehicles on dunes or reefs anywhere at 
any time 

The bylaw would have no new restrictions for 
businesses already operating in the areas, 
including commercial boat launching. 
“We are keeping ATV and UTV access in 
the area that is most popular for fishing, 
customary harvest and general access. In 
turn, we expect everyone to collectively 
protect the fragile dune and reef systems, as 
well as rare and threatened biodiversity, from 
vehicles while ensuring that the public remain 
safe,” said Mayor Taylor. 
The bylaw comes into effect on 1 July 2023, 
to allow time for signage to be erected and 
community education to begin. Council 
will monitor and evaluate the bylaw’s 
effectiveness after three years. 
For more information about the consultation 
process, including the recommendations 
report from the hearings panel go to www.
marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/bylaws/
proposed-east-coast-beach-vehicle-bylaw

Marlborough Environment Awards winners to be announced 
in April
The judging is over and now the 26 entrants 
in the 2023 Cawthron Marlborough 
Environment Awards wait to see who will take 
out the top honours on Thursday 20 April.
Mayor Nadine Taylor will welcome entrants, 
judges, sponsors and guests to the 
Marlborough Events Centre for the event 
which will showcase projects that focus  
on looking after our land, water and  
energy resources. 
From an elastic mooring system that limits 
damage to the seafloor to a repair service 
that stops goods going into landfill, there’s 
a great mix of business and community 
projects competing this year. 

Every entrant is showcased at the awards 
event and winners receive prizes of between 
$1,000 and $3,000. Free public field days are 
hosted by the winners from May to October. 
Awards Coordinator Bev Doole said a 
revised, shorter format for the event this year 
aims to attract a wider audience. “Anyone 
interested or involved in looking after the 
environment and preparing for climate 
change should come along,” Bev said. 
Tickets cost $45 and include entry, drinks 
and canapés and the opportunity to meet 
the entrants and find out more about their 
projects. Tickets on sale now at  
www.cmea.org.nz 
Council has been a principal sponsor of the 
awards since 1997.

From left to right: Dion Mundy (Plant & Food) Gerald Hope (Marlborough Research Centre Trust) and 
Andrew Macalister and Eric Jorgensen (The Marlborough Sounds Restoration Trust)

Protecting sites of significance on the seafloor
Marlborough’s seafloor is a complex mosaic 
of underwater mountains, valleys, plains and 
gullies just like on the land. It’s overlaid with 
a myriad of ecosystems and habitats that 
are marine biodiversity hotspots, providing 
homes for fish, seabirds and many other 
marine creatures. 
The areas of special importance to marine 
biodiversity are identified by Council as 
Ecologically Significant Marine Sites. The 
ecosystems and habitats at these sites 
are often created by seafloor dwelling 
organisms that are fragile and slow growing. 
Monitoring has shown that many of these 
sites are being damaged by activities like 

anchoring, dredging and trawling which 
cause physical damage to structures that 
can grow as little as one millimetre a year.    
The Proposed Marlborough Environment 
Plan (PMEP) provides rules on managing 
activities in and around the Ecologically 
Significant Marine Sites listed in the plan. 
Council is currently progressing a variation 
to the PMEP adding additional Ecologically 
Significant Marine Sites and adjusting 
existing sites. The submission period for 
the variation is now open and will close on 
Tuesday 11 April. 
To make a submission or to find out more go 
to: https://bit.ly/3ZBIsN3

Tubeworm mounds on Perano Shoal, Tōtaranui/
Queen Charlotte Sound

Subtidal seagrass bed in Kura Te Au,  
Tory Channel

Commercial Events Fund - closes this Monday
Round 2 of Council’s 2022/2023 
Commercial Events Fund closes next 
Monday 13 March.
The fund was established to help create 
economic benefit to Marlborough by 
attracting new events and helping to build 
on existing ones. Council’s Commercial 
Events Fund Sub-committee considers the 
applications and there is up to $130,000 per 
annum available for allocation.
To be eligible, commercial events must 
be held within Marlborough District 
Council boundaries. Community events, 
conferences, conventions, trade shows 
and exhibitions are not eligible. Funding is 
granted annually but it does not mean all 

funds must be distributed each year. Past 
applicants who have been unsuccessful  
may reapply.
Key dates:
•  Applications close: 5.00 pm, Monday 13 

March 2023
•  Funding decision by: 5.00 pm, Friday 7 

April 2023
Applications must be completed 
via Council’s website - https://www.
marlborough.govt.nz/recreation/events/
commercial-events-fund
Any enquiries to Regional Events Advisor 
Samantha Young; Ph: 03 520 7400 or  
email: events@marlborough.govt.nz

Seeking information on abandoned vessel
The Marlborough Harbourmaster is 
seeking the owner of the vessel pictured.
If you are the owner of this vessel, or 
have information on the vessel or the 
owner please contact the Harbourmaster 
on Ph: 03 520 7400.
This vessel is now in the possession 
of the Harbourmaster. If it remains 
unclaimed for 30 days it may be sold or 
destroyed.

Proposed temporary road closures -  
Anzac Day services 25 April 
The following streets are proposed to be 
closed on Tuesday 25 April for the Anzac 
Day commemoration services.
PICTON
From 5.00 am to 7.30 am
•  London Quay from Auckland Street to 

Wellington Street
•  High Street from London Quay to the 

intersection of Dublin Street/Waikawa 
Road/High Street

A detour route will be available via  
Auckland, Dublin and Waikawa streets  
during the closure.
Parking will be prohibited and vehicles will  
be removed from 5.00 pm on Monday 24 
April to 8.00 am on Tuesday 25 April in the 
following areas:
•  London Quay from Auckland Street to 

Wellington Street
•  High Street from outside properties at 1 to 

10 High Street
RENWICK
From 8.30 am to 10.00 am
•  High Street from Inkerman Street to  

Alma Street
•  Uxbridge Street from Havelock Street to 

the Renwick Domain
A detour route will be available via 
Inkerman, Havelock and Alma streets 
during the closure. 
Parking will be prohibited and vehicles will 
be removed from 5.00 am to 10.00 am in 
the following areas:
•  High Street from Inkerman to Alma streets
•  Alma Street from High Street to  

Havelock Street
•  Havelock Street from Alma Street to 

Inkerman Street
•  Inkerman Street from Havelock Street to 

High Street 
BLENHEIM
From 11.00 am to 12.00 pm 
•  Arthur Street from Queen Street to the 

Countdown entrance
•  Seymour Street from George Street to 

John Street, including the Alfred/Seymour, 
High/Seymour, Charles/Seymour and 
Arthur/Seymour street intersections

From 12.00 pm to 1.30 pm
•  High Street from Queen Street to  

Henry Street
•  Seymour Street from Charles Street to  

John Street
•  Alfred Street from Henry Street to  

Market Street
•  Hutcheson Street from Alfred Street to  

John Street
•  Russell Terrace from Alfred Street 

(including the Clubs of Marlborough 
carpark exit into Russell Terrace)

A detour route will be available via Queen, 
High, George, Henry, John and Hutcheson 
streets during the closure.
Parking will be prohibited and vehicles will 
be removed from 6.00 am to 12.00 pm in 
the following areas:
•  Arthur Street from Queen Street to  

Seymour Street 
•  Seymour Street from George Street to  

John Street 
•  High Street from Henry Street to  

Queen Street
•  Alfred Street from Henry Street to Market 

Street including Russell Terrace
Free parking will be available at the  
Alfred Street parking building. Limited 
parking will be available on Henry Street 
and John Street.
During the proposed period of closure, 
ordinary vehicle traffic may use the road 
being closed between events under the 
supervision and authority of an officer of 
the New Zealand Police (Traffic Safety 
Branch).
It will be an offence under the above 
regulations for any person other than under 
the authority of an authorised permit holder 
to use the road for ordinary vehicle traffic 
during the period of closure.
This notice is given under the Transport 
(Vehicular Traffic Road Closure)  
Regulations 1965.
Anyone wishing to object to the proposal 
must lodge their objection in writing before 
Thursday 6 April 2023, at the Marlborough 
Roads Office, The Forum, Market Street, 
Blenheim, PO Box 1031, Blenheim, 7240.
Any enquiries to Dean Hawkey, 
Marlborough Roads, Ph: 021 923 536.

Control of aquatic weeds in waterways
Council’s drain spraying programme to 
control weeds in open drains will begin on 
Monday 13 March 2023.
Spraying will take place in Council  
maintained drains and watercourses on  
the Lower Wairau, east of Jacksons Road 
and Grahams Road.
If you use water from drains or watercourses 

in the area for irrigation, stock or harvesting 
watercress, please check with contractor 
Downer; Ph: 03 577 5807.
The spray operation is in accordance  
with the Marlborough Environment Plan  
vol 2 (section 2.12.11).
Any enquiries to Steve Bezar  
Ph: 03 520 7400.

Council gives Government its view on Three Waters
Council has reminded the Government its Three Waters four mega entity is not seen as an 
acceptable solution.
In a submission to the Finance and Expenditure Committee, Council agreed that there were 
significant challenges across the Three Waters sector, but the current four mega entity 
model was not the right way to address them.
Mayor Nadine Taylor said a large increase in investment was needed but the existing 
local government funding sources - debt repaid by rates and charges and development 
contributions - would not suffice.
“Changes are essential if health and environmental standards, including the requirement 
of the new freshwater policies, growth and climate change challenges are to be met,” she 
said. “In line with many other councils around the country, we want different options for 
ownership, better representation and oversight for our community.”
Council’s submission raises concerns about the calculation for Three Waters debt with the 
proposed method based on external debt only, Mayor Taylor said.
“Council’s submission is that all debt held against Three Waters assets - internally and 
externally - must be transferred to the new entities, not left with ratepayers,” she said. “We 
consider it inequitable to penalise councils who have utilised other funding sources such as 
land sales, subsidiary dividends, forestry and property rentals to minimise external debt.”
Mayor Taylor said the National Party’s recently announced policy was more in line with 
Marlborough’s view of retaining local ownership and influence while keeping measures in 
place to ensure quality standards and accountability.
“Council now needs to look at the detail of what National is proposing, particularly in terms 
of central government funding for community water upgrades,” she said. “We are also 
waiting on the outcome of the Government’s own review of its Three Waters reforms.”
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