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Mayor saddened by Clubs of 
Marlborough closure
Mayor Nadine Taylor has expressed 
her shock and sadness at the news 
that the Clubs of Marlborough has 
closed its doors.
“The Clubs was a wonderful 
Marlborough institution that had been 
operating for 134 years,” she said.
“I know Marlburians are shocked at 
this news.”
“My heart goes out to the staff, 
trustees and members at this  

difficult time.” 
“It’s too early to say if the Council has 
a role in helping resolve matters but 
the Clubs building is an incredible 
asset for the Marlborough region and 
I’m hopeful that it can be put to a 
productive use in the future.”
Mayor Taylor said the newly elected 
Council would be briefed. 
“We will also follow the work of the 
receivers closely.”
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New poems on Taylor River Writers’ Walk
Two Marlborough schools - Ward and Tua 
Marina - have contributed to the Taylor 
River Writers’ Walk, spreading the message 
of the environmental importance of urban 
waterways. 
Assistant Principal at Springlands School, 
Cathee Wilks, said 20 local schools were 
now represented on the Writers’ Walk, 
where poems are etched on rocks dotted 
along the banks of the river.
“Over the past few years, we have had lots 
of positive feedback about the Writers’ 
Walk and have been impressed by the 
number of people who have commented 
they stopped to read the poems when 
walking along the reserve,” she said.
The project is designed to draw attention 
to the environmental importance of urban 
waterways, in particular the Taylor River 
which threads its way through Blenheim, 
and any school that has completed a local 
waterways study may submit poetry or 
prose.
The project began at Springlands School 
in 2010 when students were examining 
the state of the Taylor River as part of 
the science curriculum. With Council’s 
help, a student’s poem about the river 
was engraved on a granite plaque and 
mounted on a riverside rock.
The Taylor River Writers’ Walk is a 
partnership project between Marlborough 
schools and Council. Monumental mason 
Geoffrey T Sowman Ltd is the project 
sponsor, supply the granite panels and 

Over the last few weeks you 
may have experienced a delay in 
kerbside rubbish and recycling 
collection.
This is due to staffing issues, 
including the availability of 
drivers at Metallic Sweeping, the 
contractor that provides kerbside 
collection services on Council’s 
behalf.
Solid Waste Manager Alec McNeil 
says Council is working with the 
company to come up with a 
solution. 
“Unfortunately these resourcing 
challenges aren’t helped by the 

very tight employment market at 
the moment,” Mr McNeil said.
“If they continue to experience a 
lack of drivers, Metallic Sweeping 
may need to consider other 
alternatives. This could result in 
a reduction in kerbside collection 
trucks which would mean the 
collection across Blenheim and 
Picton could take longer.”
In the meantime, if your kerbside 
rubbish and recycling isn’t collected 
at the usual time, please leave it 
out - it will be picked up on your 
collection day but it may be at a 
later time.

Poem by Tua Marina School student 
Claudia Anderson-Vercoe is one of the 
latest to be added to the Taylor River 
Writers’ Walk

engraving.
“It’s amazing to think that this project is 
now into its 12th year,” said Ms Wilks.
For more information go to: www.
marlborough.govt.nz/recreation/parks-
and-open-spaces/open-spaces/taylor-river-
writers-walk

Kerbside collection delays

A well-attended service to 
commemorate Armistice Day 
took place at the War Memorial 
in Seymour Square on Friday 
11 November. A flyover of 
aircraft from the Omaka Aviation 
Heritage Centre started the 
service. Mayor Nadine Taylor then 
welcomed guests and an address 
was given by Air Force Squadron 
Leader Live Bjerga.
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Get your fix along SH6
Venture into our Brilliant Backyard to ‘Get 
your fix along SH6’ and show your support to 
Havelock, Pelorus, Rai Valley and beyond!
Imagine enjoying a brilliant sunny day 
on the Pelorus River kayaking and diving 
off the rocks or swimming in the emerald 
pools. Book a fishing trip in the beautiful 
Marlborough Sounds or enjoy stand up 
paddle boarding. Meet some locals on a 
mailboat cruise and spot some of the marine 
wildlife along the way. No matter who’s 
tagging along with you, there’s plenty to keep 
you busy, and while you’re there, spend a 
night or two. 
For more information visit www.
marlboroughnz.com/sh6/


