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The following meetings are open to the 
public and anyone is welcome to attend. 
Copies of the agendas will be available 
online and at Council’s office, 15 Seymour 
Street. 

Environment and Planning Committee
Thursday 24 November at 9.00 am
Economic, Finance & Community 
Committee 
Thursday 1 December at 9.00 am
The times and dates may be subject to 
change, please contact the Committee 
Secretary, Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.
Please note the Blenheim Customer  
Service Centre is closed on Wednesdays 
from 12.30 pm to 1.30 pm.

Council
meetings

Marlborough Events follow-me.co.nz

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas 
should be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria 
or protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food 
preparation or cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School.  
For further information contact Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Marlborough Academy of 
Dance presents Wizard of Oz
Enjoy watching the talented dancers 
of Marlborough Academy of Dance in 
this enchanting production. Featuring a 
wide variety of dance styles and guest 
appearances by StageLab singers and 
actors, this show will captivate and 
delight all ages.
Fri 18 - Sun 20 Nov; Various times 
ASB Theatre Marlborough, Blenheim

Country Gardens
Explore some of Fairhall’s most 
spectacular and inspiring gardens and 
enjoy the colours and delights of spring. 
Held across two days you have the 
luxury of enjoying this self-drive tour at 
your leisure and preferred pace. 
Sat 19 & Sun 20 Nov; 9.00 am - 5.00 pm

Crop Swap
Monthly get-together giving you the chance 
to connect with like-minded backyard 
gardeners to swap and share your food and 
produce. Spread the word and bring your 
friends, family and neighbours.
Sat 19 Nov; 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm 
Crossroads Café,  
2 Redwood Street, Blenheim

New poems on Taylor River Writers’ Walk
Two Marlborough schools - Ward and Tua 
Marina - have contributed to the Taylor 
River Writers’ Walk, spreading the message 
of the environmental importance of urban 
waterways. 
Assistant Principal at Springlands School, 
Cathee Wilks, said 20 local schools were 
now represented on the Writers’ Walk, where 
poems are places on rocks dotted along the 
banks of the river.
“Over the past few years, we have had lots 
of positive feedback about the Writers’ Walk 
and have been impressed by the number of 
people who have commented they stopped 
to read the poems when walking along the 
reserve,” she said.
The project is designed to draw attention 
to the environmental importance of urban 
waterways, in particular the Taylor River 
which threads its way through Blenheim, 
and any school that has completed a local 
waterways study may submit poetry or prose.
The project began at Springlands School 
in 2010 when students were examining the 
state of the Taylor River as part of the  
science curriculum. With Council’s help, a 
student’s poem about the river was engraved 
on a granite plaque and mounted on a 
riverside rock.

The Taylor River Writers’ Walk is a partnership 
project between Marlborough schools and 
Council. Monumental mason Geoffrey T 
Sowman Ltd is the project sponsor, supply 
the granite panels and engraving.
“It’s amazing to think that this project is now 
into its 12th year,” said Ms Wilks.
For more information go to:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/recreation/
parks-and-open-spaces/open-spaces/
taylor-river-writers-walk

Poem by Tua Marina School student Claudia 
Anderson-Vercoe is one of the latest to be added 
to the Taylor River Writers’ Walk

Commemorating Armistice Day
A well-attended service to commemorate Armistice Day took place at the War 
Memorial in Seymour Square on Friday 11 November. 
A flyover of aircraft from the Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre started the service. 
Mayor Nadine Taylor then welcomed guests and an address was given by Air Force 
Squadron Leader Live Bjerga.

Commemorating Armistice Day

Get your fix along SH6
Venture into our Brilliant Backyard to ‘Get your fix along SH6’ and show your support to 
Havelock, Pelorus, Rai Valley and beyond!
Imagine enjoying a brilliant sunny day on the Pelorus River kayaking and diving off the rocks 
or swimming in the emerald pools. Book a fishing trip in the beautiful Marlborough Sounds 
or enjoy stand up paddle boarding. Meet some locals on a mailboat cruise and spot some of 
the marine wildlife along the way. No matter who’s tagging along with you, there’s plenty to 
keep you busy, and while you’re there, spend a night or two. 
For more information visit www.marlboroughnz.com/sh6/

Sounds’ recovery meetings

Marlborough’s Recovery Team has  
finished its round of community meetings 
held to discuss the recovery effort with 
impacted communities.
Meetings were held with the French 
Pass, Okiwi Bay, Rai Valley, Moetapu Bay, 
Linkwater, Waitaria Bay, Portage and Port 
Underwood communities. The purpose of 
these meetings was for Council to listen and 
gain a better understanding of the issues 
facing each area.
The themes emerging centred around the 
timing and programme of repairs, the level of 
funding Council hopes to attract from Waka 
Kotahi, the potential impact on local industry 
and the resilience of the roading networks.
Some of the main issues to come out were 
roading, accessibility by water, forestry, 
tourism and concerns about visitors during 
the forthcoming holiday season.
Residents at the meetings had the process 
toward long term recovery from the August 

storm event outlined to them by Council’s 
Manager of Strategic Planning and Economic 
Development, Neil Henry.
Before Waka Kotahi and Council approve 
any funding for repairs, a full investigation 
of a range of complex issues needs to be 
prepared and this will be carried out by 
Stantec - a consulting, engineering and 
construction company with experience of 
Marlborough’s roading network.
This will involve full community and 
stakeholder engagement which is hoped will 
start this side of Christmas. 
The investigation will include geo technical 
and hazard assessment and an analysis 
of the frequency and intensity of weather 
events that cause damage.
“Key will be looking at the economic and 
community impacts of the flood damage as 
well as an assessment of the infrastructure,” 
Mr Henry said.
“A range of costed options will be developed 
for Council and Waka Kotahi to consider and 
the investigation phase, already underway, is 
expected to be complete by July next year.”
During the process there will be opportunities 
for communities to be informed and to 
engage with the assessment.
Ideas from communities will be sought and a 
list of options then developed.

Mayor saddened by Clubs of Marlborough closure
Mayor Nadine Taylor has expressed her 
shock and sadness at the news that the 
Clubs of Marlborough had closed.
“The Clubs was a wonderful Marlborough 
institution that had been operating for  
134 years,” she said.
“I know Marlburians are shocked at  
this news.” 
“My heart goes out to the staff, trustees 
and members at this difficult time.”  

“It’s too early to say if the Council has a 
role in helping resolve matters but the 
Clubs building is an incredible asset for 
the Marlborough region and I’m hopeful 
that it can be put to a productive use in 
the future.” 
Mayor Taylor said the newly elected 
Council would be briefed.  
“We will also follow the work of the 
receivers closely.”

Want to see wheelie bins rolled out?  
Be sure to make a submission
If you’re keen to see wheelie bins rolled out across Marlborough now’s the time to make your 
voice heard by making a submission. 
Solid Waste Manager Alec McNeil says it’s important Council receives feedback on the 
proposed changes to the region’s waste services that reflects the view of our community. 
“You don’t have to be against the proposal to make a submission - we still want to hear from 
those who are for the proposed changes, and those who have feedback that isn’t included 
in the current statement of proposal. Marlburians might have different ideas or might have 
alternative suggestions and we want to capture that feedback to ensure the new service is as 
effective and efficient as it can be.”
Council is proposing to introduce a new 140-litre wheelie bin for rubbish collected fortnightly 
and a 140-litre bin for recycling, excluding glass, collected fortnightly. The current recycling 
crate will be used for glass only. Refuse and recycling are proposed to be serviced on 
alternate weeks.
The proposal also sees the expansion of the kerbside collection area to Grovetown, Havelock, 
Rarangi, Rai Valley, Renwick, Seddon, Spring Creek, Tuamarina, Wairau Valley and Ward.
The rural coin skips are proposed to be replaced with remote transfer stations with ten 
1,100-litre wheelie bins for recycling, excluding glass, ten 1,100-litre wheelie bins for refuse and 
a skip for colour-sorted glass.
To watch an audio visual presentation on the proposed changes or to make a submission visit: 
www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/refuse/community-consultation-waste-services
Or to learn more and have your questions answered, you can attend one of the community 
information sessions being held this month. If you missed the first Blenheim meeting, a second 
meeting will be held on 24 November - see details below.
“Each township has its own situation so being able to talk about how the proposal relates to 
them is hugely beneficial,” Dr McNeil said.

Community information sessions
Residents Affected Venue Date Time

Havelock Havelock School Hall Thursday 17 November 6.30 pm - 8.30 pm

Rai Valley Rai Valley School Hall Tuesday 22 November 6.30 pm - 8.30 pm

Blenheim Springlands School Hall Thursday 24 November 6.30 pm - 8.30 pm

Seddon Seddon  
Community Hall Friday 25 November 6.30 pm - 8.30 pm

Ward Ward Community Hall Tuesday 29 November 6.30 pm - 8.30 pm

Kerbside collection delays
Over the last few weeks you may have 
experienced a delay in kerbside rubbish and 
recycling collection.
This is due to staffing issues, including the 
availability of drivers at Metallic Sweeping, 
the contractor that provides kerbside 
collection services on Council’s behalf.
Solid Waste Manager Alec McNeil says 
Council is working with the company to come 
up with a solution. 
“Unfortunately these resourcing challenges 
aren’t helped by the very tight employment 

market at the moment,” Dr McNeil said.
“If they continue to experience a lack of 
drivers, Metallic Sweeping may need to 
consider other alternatives. This could result 
in a reduction in kerbside collection trucks 
which would mean the collection across 
Blenheim and Picton could take longer.”
In the meantime, if your kerbside rubbish and 
recycling isn’t collected at the usual time, 
please leave out - it will be picked up on your 
collection day but it may be at a later time.

Ōpaoa Loop herbicide spray
As part of the Ōpaoa River Loop’s annual 
weed maintenance, the herbicide Reglone is 
being applied from 14 November 2022.
Property owners adjoining the Loop should 
not take watercress or use this water for 
irrigation or stock at this time. All reasonable 
precautions should be taken to ensure pets 
and domestic animals do not drink from this 
water for at least 48 hours following the spray 

application. Water levels may change within 
the Loop due to control gate operations.
Any alterations to the proposed programme 
will be further publicly notified. The spray  
operation is in accordance with the 
Marlborough Environment Plan Vol 2  
Sec 2.16.11.
For further enquiries please contact Steve 
Bezar, Ph: 03 520 7400.

Lawn spraying at Pollard Park and Seymour Square
Council gardens staff will be spraying the Pollard Park and Seymour Square lawns over the 
coming weeks of November and December.
The spray used is a selective herbicide to target broadleaf and prickle weeds in the turf.
Any enquiries should be directed to Brad Molony on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Proposed temporary road closure - Ignite Marlborough -  
New Year's Eve Picton
From Saturday 31 December 2022 until 2.00 am on Sunday 1 January 2023 the 
following portion of car park and roads will be closed to ordinary vehicle traffic for the 
Ignite Marlborough - New Year's Eve Picton celebrations:
•   The car park adjacent to the Picton aquarium/cinema (from the raised crossing 

including the eastern side of the car park) from 11.00 am on Saturday 31 December
•   London Quay from the High Street intersection to Wellington Street from  

6.00 pm Saturday 31 December
•   Wellington Street from the London Quay/Wellington Street intersection to Endeavour 

Lane from 6.00 pm on Saturday 31 December
During the period of closure, ordinary vehicle traffic may use the road being closed 
between events under the supervision and authority of an Officer of the New Zealand 
Police (Traffic Safety Branch).
It will be an offence under the above regulations for any person other than under the 
authority of an authorised permit to use the road for ordinary vehicle traffic during the 
period of closure.
This notice is given pursuant to the Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure) 
Regulations 1965.
Anyone wishing to object to this proposal must lodge their objection and grounds 
thereof in writing before Thursday 15 December 2022, at the Marlborough Roads 
Office, The Forum, Market Street, Blenheim, PO Box 1031, Blenheim, 7240.
Any enquiries should be addressed to Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads,   
Ph: 021 923 536.

Kaitaki ranger in deep
Shannon Huntley hit the ground running 
in his new role as Ngāti Kuia Kaitiaki mō Te 
Hoiere Awa. 
On day three he joined Catchment 
Coordinator Aubrey Tai, chain-sawing 
trees washed across fences by August’s 
floodwaters, then piling them up for burning. 
Raised in Waikawa, Shannon is a DOC Nelson 
Ranger Programme graduate. 
He worked at Nelson Lakes National Park 
then joined Kūmānu (previously Nelmac), 
helping plant 15,000 seedlings on Oyster and 
Haulashore Islands in Nelson Estuary, and 
build the Maungatapu mountain bike track. 
The keen bow-hunter spends many hours 
stalking deer in Te Hoiere river catchments 
“so I know these places quite well,” he says. 

Unforgettable moments in the new job 
include using Air Force connections to call in 
pilots on a flying course to help tackle flood 
damage, meeting Prime Minister Jacinda 
Ardern at Rai Valley School and helping Ngāti 
Apa monitor tuna at Lake Rotoiti with the 
intention of using that knowledge to extend 
this work to Te Hoiere catchment. 
His early observations include the significant 
benefit of planting to preventing bank erosion 
by floodwaters. 
Shannon expects to put in solid mahi over 
coming months, helping oversee restoration 
of Ruapaka Wetland including the urupā 
where treasured tīpuna lie.   
To subscribe to the Te Hoiere Project 
newsletter email Heli.Wade@marlborough.
govt.nz

Ngāti Kuia Kaitiaki mō Te Hoiere Awa, Shannon Huntley, with his whānau
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