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Blenheim to host Global Cities NZ 
Conference
Delegates from around the country 
will descend on Blenheim next 
November for the Global Cities New 
Zealand Conference 2023. 
Mayor Nadine Taylor made the 
announcement at this year’s event 
in Wellington last week, saying she 
was delighted Marlborough would 
host the event.
“With the disruption we’ve had 
over the past three years, it will 
be a wonderful opportunity to get 
together, to reconnect with old 
friends and meet new ones,” she 
said.
Marlborough has a long history of 
sister city relationships with the first 
created in 1989 with Japanese city 
Tendo. That relationship was built 
on shared cherry export industries, 
and two years later another 
relationship was formed with Otari 
Village in Nagano.
Mayor Taylor is a keen advocate for 

sister cities and was one of the first 
to travel on an early Council youth 
programme, visiting for a working 
holiday at the ski fields in and 
around Otari after leaving university.
In 2016 Marlborough signed a sister 
region agreement with Ningxia in 
China – a relationship focusing on 
economic development in the wine 
industry.
“The benefits of sister city 
exchanges are varied and many 
- from economic benefits to the 
mutual exchange of ideas and 
technology, alongside the cultural 
experience, friendships and 
relationships that are made when 
visiting another country,” Mayor 
Taylor said at the conference. “That 
is what we want to build on next 
year - and showcase the very best 
Marlborough has to offer.”
The conference is set down for  
7 and 8 November.
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Want to see wheelie bins rolled out?  
Be sure to make a submission
If you’re keen to see wheelie bins rolled 
out across Marlborough now’s the time 
to make your voice heard by making a 
submission. 
Solid Waste Manager Dr Alec McNeil says 
it’s important Council receives feedback 
on the proposed changes to the region’s 
waste services that reflects the view of our 
community. 
“You don’t have to be against the proposal 
to make a submission - we still want to 
hear from those who are for the proposed 
changes, and those who have feedback 
that isn’t included in the current statement 
of proposal,” he said. Marlburians might 
have different ideas or might have 
alternative suggestions and we want to 
capture that feedback to ensure the new 
service is as effective and efficient as it 
can be.”
Council is proposing to introduce a new 
140-litre wheelie bin for rubbish collected 
fortnightly and a 140-litre bin for recycling, 
excluding glass, collected fortnightly. The 
current recycling crate will be used for glass 
only. Refuse and recycling are proposed to 
be serviced on alternate weeks.

The proposal also sees the expansion of 
the kerbside collection area to Grovetown, 
Havelock, Rarangi, Rai Valley, Renwick, 
Seddon, Spring Creek, Tuamarina, Wairau 
Valley and Ward.
The rural coin skips are proposed to be 
replaced with remote transfer stations with 
ten 1,100-litre wheelie bins for recycling, 
excluding glass, ten 1,100-litre wheelie 
bins for refuse and a skip for colour-sorted 
glass.
To watch an audio visual presentation 
on the proposed changes or to make a 
submission visit: www.marlborough.govt.nz/
services/refuse/community-consultation-
waste-services
To learn more and have your questions 
answered, you can attend one of the 
community information sessions being held 
this month. If you missed the first Blenheim 
meeting, a second meeting will be held on 
24 November - see details below.
“Each township has its own situation so 
being able to talk about how the proposal 
relates to them is hugely beneficial,” Dr 
McNeil said. 
Community information sessions

Spring annuals giveaway 
Council’s annual giveaway is back after a 
three year hiatus due to Covid-19. Mark 
Tuesday 29 November in your calendar 
and come along to Seymour Square to 
get your hands on some free plants.
Twice each year, Council’s gardeners 
plant thousands of annuals in the flower 
beds of Seymour Square. With spring 
here, the time has come for them to be 
removed and the garden beds prepared 
for summer planting.
Next week, the beds will be dug 
over and the viola, pansies, poppies, 
chrysanthemums and polyanthus 
removed and given away. 
Bring your garden fork and containers 
and come along on 29 November from 
8.30 am to 10.00 am. Our gardeners will 
be on site to help
If it’s raining, this event will be 
postponed to Wednesday 30 November.

Residents Affected Venue Date Time

Blenheim Springlands School Hall Thursday 24 November 6.30 pm – 8.30 pm

Seddon Seddon Community Hall Friday 25 November 6.30 pm – 8.30 pm

Ward Ward Community Hall Tuesday 29 November 6.30 pm – 8.30 pm

Some of the beautiful blooms that will be 
removed and given to keen local gardeners 
as Council prepares Seymour Square’s 
garden beds for summer planting

Check your swimming pool is safe 
for summer
If you have a swimming pool now is 
a good time to check it’s safe and 
secure.
Council’s pool compliance officer is 
visiting homeowners and renters to 
check their pool meets the required 
standards. Inspections also cover 
temporary pools over 400mm 
deep - the type that can be bought 
cheaply from a hardware store.
The standards include ensuring:
• Your pool has a physical barrier 
that restricts access to children 
aged under five. The barrier must 
be at least 1,200mm high and not 
have a deck or garden beside it 
that reduces its height. You also 
need to ensure you don’t have 
anything nearby that could be 
used to climb over the barrier. It 
must not have any opening bigger 
than 100mm.

• Your pool gates open away from 
the pool, self-close and self-latch

• Only pool related activities happen 
in the pool area; you don’t have a 
vegetable garden, clothes line or 
kids’ playground equipment inside 
the barrier

• A backflow preventer is installed 
on the tap used to fill the pool, 
even if you only use the tap 
occasionally.

Remember that temporary pools 
must meet the requirements of 
the legislation and be fenced. A 
building consent is needed if you 
construct a pool barrier or want to 
alter your existing barrier.
Pool owners can expect an audit 
visit every three years from Council. 
The homeowner/occupier and/
or pool owner have a shared 
responsibility to ensure that secure 
barriers are installed and maintained 
to the required standard.
For more information email  
pools@marlborough.govt.nz or  
Ph: 03 520 7400.
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