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The following meetings are open to the 
public and anyone is welcome to attend. 
Copies of the agendas will be available 
online and at Council’s office,  
15 Seymour Street. 

Economic, Finance &  
Community Committee
Thursday 1 December at 9.00 am
Council 
Thursday 15 December at 9.00 am
The times and dates may be subject to 
change, please contact the Committee 
Secretary, Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.
Please note the Blenheim Customer  
Service Centre is closed on Wednesdays 
from 12.30 pm to 1.30 pm.

Council
meetings Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice

Water from Council’s reticulation network 
to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas 
should be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking 
Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All 

water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps 
on Marama Road, outside Seddon School.  
For further information contact Council on  
Ph: 03 520 7400.

Marlborough Events follow-me.co.nz

Repair Café
Head along for some help from 
volunteer experts who offer free small 
repairs - sewing, bikes, toys, small 
furniture, electronics and more. 
Sat 26 Nov; 9.00 am - 12.00 pm 
Crossroads Café,  
2 Redwood Street, Blenheim

Walnut Ranch Animal Park 
Open Day
Feed and cuddle the animals, enjoy a 
pony ride, walk through the old western 
town of Little Nut Creek and try your 
hand at the little old gold and gem mine. 
Fun for the whole family.
Sat 26 Nov; 10.00 am - 2.00 pm 
Walnut Ranch, 70 David Street, Blenheim

Ray White Savour in the Park
Enjoy an afternoon of great live music 
from bands Automatic 80s and Stellar 
as you kick-start summer early. Savour 
delicious food, wine, beer, gin and cider at 
Marlborough’s newest festival.
Sat 26 Nov; 11.00 am - 6.00 pm 
Churchill Glade, Pollard Park, Parker Street

Blenheim to host Global Cities NZ Conference
Delegates from around the country will descend on Blenheim next November for the Global 
Cities New Zealand Conference 2023. 
Mayor Nadine Taylor made the announcement at this year’s event in Wellington last week, 
saying she was delighted Marlborough would host the event.
“With the disruption we’ve had over the past three years, it will be a wonderful opportunity 
to get together, to reconnect with old friends and meet new ones,” she said.
Marlborough has a long history of sister city relationships with the first created in 1989 with 
Japanese city Tendo. That relationship was built on shared cherry export industries, and two 
years later another relationship was formed with Otari Village in Nagano.
Mayor Taylor is a keen advocate for sister cities and was one of the first to travel on an early 
Council youth programme, visiting for a working holiday at the ski fields in and around Otari 
after leaving university.
In 2016 Marlborough signed a sister region agreement with Ningxia in China - a relationship 
focusing on economic development in the wine industry.
“The benefits of sister city exchanges are varied and many - from economic benefits to the 
mutual exchange of ideas and technology, alongside the cultural experience, friendships 
and relationships that are made when visiting another country,” Mayor Taylor said at the 
conference. “That is what we want to build on next year - and showcase the very best 
Marlborough has to offer.”
The conference is set down for 7 and 8 November.

Mayor Nadine Taylor announcing Marlborough will host next year’s Global Cities New  
Zealand Conference.

Check your swimming pool is safe for summer
If you have a swimming pool now is a good 
time to check it’s safe and secure.
Council’s pool compliance officer is 
visiting homeowners and renters to check 
their pool meets the required standards. 
Inspections also cover temporary pools 
more than 400mm deep - the type that 
can be bought cheaply from a hardware 
store.
The standards include ensuring:
•   Your pool has a physical barrier that 

restricts access to children aged 
under five. The barrier must be at least 
1200mm high and not have a deck or 
garden beside it that reduces its height. 
You also need to ensure you don’t have 
anything nearby that could be used to 
climb over the barrier. It must not have 
any opening bigger than 100mm

•   Your pool gates open away from the 
pool, self-close and self-latch

•   Only pool related activities happen 
in the pool area; you don’t have a 
vegetable garden, clothes line or kids’ 
playground equipment inside the barrier

•   A backflow preventer is installed on the 
tap used to fill the pool, even if you only 
use the tap occasionally

Remember that temporary pools must 
meet the requirements of the legislation 
and be fenced. A building consent is 
needed if you construct a pool barrier or 
want to alter your existing barrier.
Pool owners can expect an audit visit 
every three years from Council. The 
homeowner/occupier and/or pool owner 
have a shared responsibility to ensure 
that secure barriers are installed and 
maintained to the required standard.
For more information email  
pools@marlborough.govt.nz or  
Ph: 03 520 7400.

Green light for boatie parking at Picton’s Memorial Park
Council will increase car and boat trailer 
parking at Picton’s Memorial Park during 
peak holiday times.
Mayor Nadine Taylor said last summer’s busy 
holiday period saw demand for boat trailer 
parking outstrip supply. A number of boaties 
had to park their trailers on roadsides, 
causing traffic safety issues.
“Those who gave us their views during the 
recent submission period were keen that 
the system trialled at Easter continues. The 
hearings panel agreed but also expanded the 
area available for trailer parking even further,” 
Mayor Taylor said.
During the Easter trial, Port Marlborough, 
Council and the Police worked together to 
provide an extension of temporary vehicle 
and trailer parking at the park. A proactive 
parking management and administration 

system was also put in place to ensure the 
most efficient use of the available space.
“The popularity of boating has increased 
significantly in New Zealand in recent years,” 
Mayor Taylor said. “While it’s great to see 
more people taking the opportunity to enjoy 
our wonderful Marlborough Sounds, it has 
put pressure on the availability of parking  
in Picton.”
“I’m pleased we’ve been able to 
accommodate the needs of the wider 
community by expanding the space 
available."
Space will be available on the eastern side of 
Memorial Park to ensure walking and biking 
access is available and the northern side 
can be used by recreational users. Council’s 
park booking system will be used to help 
administer the process.

The grassed area that has been earmarked for car and boat trailer parking

Resource consent waived for some flood damage
Council is waiving the requirement for a 
resource consent where damage from the 
August weather event is likely to worsen 
without an immediate fix.  
Affected landowners must check with 
Council whether proposed works to 
remediate damage to property and river or 
stream banks are necessary.
Usually, works such as mechanical 
excavation within eight metres of a waterway 
requires resource consent. However, the 
Resource Management Act waives this 
requirement if works are to prevent serious 
damage to property or avoid adverse 
environmental effects from events like 
natural disasters.

Examples of works that may be considered 
necessary include:
•   Removing trees that have fallen into  

the river
•   Removing silt and gravel from the 

riverbanks that pose a risk of  
downstream erosion

•   Clearing debris flows from streams and 
restoring flow paths

To find out more or to apply, go to:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/civil-defence-
emergency-management/august-storm-
event-2022/general-recovery-information-
august-2022-storm-event and scroll down to 
‘Minor River Works’.

Spring annuals giveaway
Council’s annual giveaway is back after 
a three year hiatus due to Covid-19. Mark 
Tuesday 29 November in your calendar and 
come along to Seymour Square to get your 
hands on some free plants.
Twice each year, Council’s gardeners plant 
thousands of annuals in the flower beds of 
Seymour Square. With spring here, the time 
has come for them to be removed and the 
garden beds prepared for summer planting.
Next week, the beds will be dug 
over and the viola, pansies, poppies, 
chrysanthemums and polyanthus removed 
and given away. 
Bring your garden fork and containers and 
come along on 29 November from 8.30 am 
to 10.00 am. Our gardeners will be on site 
to help.
If it’s raining, this event will be postponed to 
Wednesday 30 November.

Some of the beautiful blooms that will be 
removed and given to keen local gardeners as 
Council prepares Seymour Square’s garden beds 
for summer planting

Mayoral Relief Fund update
There have been three rounds of allocation of 
the Mayoral Relief Fund so far, with more than 
half of the funding already distributed. 
The fund was set up by former Mayor John 
Leggett after the destructive August weather 
event. It was boosted when Prime Minister 
Jacinda Ardern visited Marlborough in 
September to see the damage first-hand 
- she announced a $100,000 Government 
contribution to the fund. 
The fund’s aim is to help people suffering 
personal and emotional hardship, particularly 
those hit by slips and damage to property. 
Priority is given where there is a financial 
burden and the essentials of daily life are 
needed. It does not cover costs already 
covered by insurance or other subsidies.
The Mayoral Relief Fund committee is aware 
of damaged homes whose owners have not 
yet applied for funding; they are encouraged 
to come forward whilst funds are available. 
Now is the time to get applications in for 
consideration before Christmas - get your 
application in by 2 December. 

Go to Council’s website for further 
information: https://bit.ly/3hQEqzM
If you require further information, email 
Mayoral Flood Relief Applications:  
floodrelief.applications@marlborough.govt.nz

A damaged home in the Sounds - did you know 
you may be eligible for funding?

Get up to speed with an e-bike workshop
A new Top of the South coaching 
programme has just kicked off in response 
to a rapid increase in the popularity of 
electric bikes. 
‘Charge On’, a programme designed by the 
team behind Wheel Woman and Krankin’ 
Kids bike coaching, and supported by 
Council, encourages e-bikers to upskill and 
learn more about safety.
Council’s RideOn Coordinator, Sandy Large, 
said the programme caters for all levels, 
from new to experienced riders.
“New riders learn bike set up tips, body 
positioning and balance, before exploring 
the best techniques for braking and 
cornering. More advanced sessions focus 
on gear use, narrow trail riding and climbing 
and descending with confidence. While 
participants learn a lot about handling their 
bike on the road, the programme can also 
help to bridge the gap between trail and 
mountain bike riding,” Sandy said.

“E-biking has really taken off and it’s great 
to see more people choosing to hop on 
the bike instead of jumping in the car. In 
recognition of this Council has partnered 
with Charge On and offers a discount for 
the programme in an effort to see a safer 
entry into e-bike riding.”
Where: Wither Hills Farm Park 
When: Sunday 27 November - two courses 
at either 10.00 am to 12.00 pm or 1.00 pm  
to 5.00 pm 
Cost: Normally $95 but with the Council 
discount code BCOUNCIL22 it is $45.
Book your spot or find out more at:  
www.chargeon.co.nz
Council also runs a RideOn cycle skills 
programme for schools where students 
learn the benefits of cycling, how to ride 
with confidence and road cycle safety. 
RideOn is aligned with BikeReady - the 
national cycle skills education programme. 
To learn more about RideOn visit: www.
marlborough.govt.nz/recreation/cycling-
and-walking/cycling/cycle-skills-training

Final chance to have your say on wheelie bin roll out
If you’re keen to see wheelie bins rolled out 
now’s the time to make your voice heard by 
making a submission, before Wednesday  
30 November.
Solid Waste Manager Dr Alec McNeil says  
it’s important Council receives feedback  
on the proposed changes to the region’s 
waste services that reflects the view of  
our community. 
“You don’t have to be against the proposal to 
make a submission - we still want to hear from 
those who support the proposed changes," 
he said. "Marlburians might have different 
ideas or might have alternative suggestions 
and we want to capture that feedback to 
ensure the new service is as effective and 
efficient as it can be.”
Council is proposing to introduce a new 
140-litre wheelie bin for rubbish collected 
fortnightly and a 140-litre bin for recycling, 
excluding glass, collected fortnightly. The 
current recycling crate will be used for glass 
only. Refuse and recycling are proposed to 
be serviced on alternate weeks.

The proposal also sees the expansion of 
the kerbside collection area to Grovetown, 
Havelock, Rarangi, Rai Valley, Renwick, 
Seddon, Spring Creek, Tuamarina, Wairau 
Valley and Ward.
Rural coin skips would be replaced with 
remote transfer stations with ten 1,100-litre 
wheelie bins for recycling, excluding glass, 
plus ten 1,100-litre wheelie bins for refuse and 
a skip for colour-sorted glass.
To watch an audiovisual presentation on the 
proposed changes or to make a submission 
visit: www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/
refuse/community-consultation-waste-
services
To learn more and have your questions 
answered, come along to one of the 
community information sessions this month.  
If you missed the first Blenheim meeting,  
a second meeting will be held this evening - 
see details below.
“Each township has its own situation so being 
able to talk about how the proposal relates to 
each is hugely beneficial,” Dr McNeil said.

Community information sessions
Residents Affected Venue Date Time

Blenheim Springlands School Hall Thursday 24 November 6.30 pm - 8.30 pm

Seddon Seddon  
Community Hall Friday 25 November 6.30 pm - 8.30 pm

Ward Ward Community Hall Tuesday 29 November 6.30 pm - 8.30 pm

Get your fix on SH6 - show your support to Havelock, 
Pelorus, Rai Valley and beyond
Imagine a brilliant sunny day walking out to Cullen Point. Book a golf trip with friends on 
Pelorus Air to Nopera Golf Course in the beautiful Marlborough Sounds or enjoy a waterfall 
walk around Pelorus Bridge.
Pack up the family and set out on the water taxi to Te Rawa Lodge or have a tiki tour around 
the Rai Valley towards Okiwi Bay. No matter who’s tagging along with you, there’s plenty to 
keep you busy, and while you’re there, spend a night or two!
For more information visit: marlboroughnz.com/SH6/

Nopera Golf Course

Hopewell Lodge French Pass
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