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Canvastown miner’s hut celebrated
The Canvastown community has 
celebrated the building of an 
historic replica miner’s hut, situated 
on the banks of the Wakamarina 
River.
The hut, which complements the 
existing mining memorial, was 
a long-held aspiration for the 
Canvastown Community Association 
and celebrates the area’s rich gold 
mining history.
The first gold was discovered by 
a local woman in the early 1860s 
who noticed specks of gold while 
washing clothes in the river.
A group of local men later extracted 
a kilogram of gold from the spot 
and within weeks the entire river 
was pegged out with claims as 
thousands of prospectors arrived to 
seek their fortunes. At its peak there 
were 6,000 prospectors working the 
area - in 1864, 1,271kg of gold was 
extracted.
Funding for the miner’s hut 
was provided by Council’s Small 
Townships Programme which 

supports communities’ desire for a 
sense of place and unique identity.
Chair of the Canvastown Community 
Association, Alan Rees, said the 
project drew on local support 
and expertise, with Les Douglas  
and Craig Dobie undertaking the 
construction and Bradshaw & 
Company providing the native 
timber.
Alan particularly wished to 
acknowledge Ngāti Kuia for their 
karakia and blessing of the miner’s 
hut.
“Their presence made a significant 
moment even more special,” he said.
Councillor Barbara Faulls who chairs 
the Small Township sub-committee, 
was on hand to open the miner’s 
hut. She congratulated the 
Canvastown Community Association 
members for their foresight.
“They looked to the community’s 
needs of today as well as into the 
future, to respect and honour the 
history of gold mining in the valley,” 
she said.
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Final chance to have your say on wheelie 
bin roll out 
If you’re keen to see wheelie bins rolled out 
now’s the time to make your voice heard by 
making a submission before consultation 
closes at 4.00pm today, Wednesday 30 
November.
Solid Waste Manager Dr Alec McNeil says 
it’s important Council receives feedback 
on the proposed changes to the region’s 
waste services that reflects the view of our 
community. 
“You don’t have to be against the proposal 
to make a submission - we still want to 
hear from those who support the proposed 
changes,” he said. “Marlburians might have 
different ideas or might have alternative 
suggestions and we want to capture that 
feedback to ensure the new service is as 
effective and efficient as it can be.”
Council is proposing to introduce a new 
140-litre wheelie bin for rubbish collected 
fortnightly and a 140-litre bin for recycling, 
excluding glass, collected fortnightly. The 
current recycling crate will be used for glass 
only. Refuse and recycling are proposed to 

Marlborough’s 
top sportspeople 
celebrated
The Marlborough Sports 
Awards, held last week at the 
Marlborough Events Centre, 
recognised and acknowledged 
some of our region’s top 
sportspeople, coaches, managers 
and officials. Mayor Nadine 
Taylor spoke at the awards, along 
with guest speaker, Tom Walsh 
(pictured right with Mayor Taylor). 
Congratulations to dressage 
champion Melissa Galloway who 
took out the title for the 2022 
Overall Sportsperson of the Year 
award. Melissa initially claimed 
the Sportswoman of the Year title 
before taking out the supreme 
award.

be serviced on alternate weeks.
The proposal also sees the expansion of 
the kerbside collection area to Grovetown, 
Havelock, Rarangi, Rai Valley, Renwick, 
Seddon, Spring Creek, Tuamarina, Wairau 
Valley and Ward.
Rural coin skips would be replaced with 
remote transfer stations with ten 1,100-litre 
wheelie bins for recycling, excluding glass, 
plus ten 1,100-litre wheelie bins for refuse and 
a skip for colour-sorted glass.
To watch an audiovisual presentation on the 
proposed changes or to make a submission 
visit: www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/
refuse/community-consultation-waste-services

Canvastown miner’s hut, built by Les Douglas and Craig Dobie, on the 
banks of the Wakamarina River


