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Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas should 
be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School.  
For further information contact Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Crop Swap
Monthly get-together giving you the chance 
to connect with like-minded backyard 
gardeners to swap and share your quality 
food and produce. Spread the word and 
bring your friends, family and neighbours.
Sat 15 Oct; 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm 
Crossroads Café,  
2 Redwood Street, Blenheim

St Andrew’s Church  
Annual Garden Tour
Self-conducted tour of a group of very 
different and interesting Marlborough 
gardens. Cream teas, filled rolls and 
delicious cakes will be available along with 
stalls offering plants, jams, pickles and so 
much more. 
Sat 15 & Sun 16 Oct; 10.00 am - 4.00 pm 
Self-drive tour around Marlborough

Council extends barge and water taxi subsidy
Marlborough District Council, with funding 
support from Waka Kotahi, will extend its 
barge and water taxi subsidies for residents, 
workers and visitors to areas that were 
previously accessible by road through until 
August next year.
The per-passenger water taxi subsidy is 
for scheduled and pre-booked services. 
Bookings can be made directly with water 
taxi service providers and also through the 
Marlborough i-SITE.
The barge services subsidy is run in 
partnership with Johnson's Barge Service 
Limited in Havelock, Kenny Barging in Picton 
and d’Urville Crossings at French Pass with 
services into the Kenepuru and Queen 
Charlotte Sounds and from French Pass to 
d’Urville Island. 
People wanting to access the barge services 
subsidy should book directly with the 
provider. For more information visit:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/civil-defence-
emergency-management/august-storm-
event-2022/general-recovery-information-
august-2022-storm-event
Recovery Manager, Dean Heiford says 
the Recovery Team is actively reviewing 
solutions with Port Marlborough to assist 

with parking after this date to work with the 
upcoming busy season. Details will be made 
available soon.
Council can also confirm that Waka Kotahi’s 
unspent emergency funding of $42M can 
now be spent on the 2022 emergency  
repair programme. 
This funding will be used to achieve 
emergency/essential service access where 
possible to continue with repairs to sites 
damaged during the 2021 event on priority 
routes that have not been affected by 
the August event, and to assist with the 
development of a longer term recovery plan.

Wheelie bin consultation - calculating the cost of waste
Marlburians are encouraged to calculate 
the cost of how they deal with their 
rubbish and recycling before the upcoming 
consultation on the introduction of  
wheelie bins.
Council’s Solid Waste Manager,  
Alec McNeil says the data gathered from 
the online waste calculator tool provides 
people with a reference point when 
comparing their current costs to  
proposed costs.
“Marlburians might be surprised at the 
amount of money they spend each year on 
recycling and waste disposal,” he said.
The calculator works out costs associated 
with fees paid, time involved and distance 
travelled in relation to people’s recycling 
and rubbish.
Once you have completed the 
questionnaire you will be sent the results of 
the calculation by email.  

The results are based on how you 
answered the questions.
You will need a few pieces of information 
before you start filling out the waste 
calculator form:
• Return distance to your nearest  
 recycling/refuse point per trip
• How often do you make these trips  
 per month?
• How long do these return trips take in  
 total per month?
• How many extra council bags do you buy  
 (if any)?
Individual response details will not be made 
public. 
To calculate the cost of your waste visit: 
www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/
recycling-and-resource-recovery/waste-
calculator

Consultation on proposed bike park opens
Consultation opens tomorrow on a 
proposed mountain biking skills area and 
tracks in the Wither Hills Farm Park.
This would include a permanent  
cross-country track, five skills areas and  
a shared pathway.
If approved, the skills areas and tracks 
would be developed in and around the 
Gentle Annie and Rotary Lookout Tracks.
Parks and Open Spaces Manager,  
Jane Tito, said the Marlborough Mountain 
Bike Club was keen to establish mountain 
biking in this area, but due to it being used 
primarily by walkers it was considered 
further assessment and consultation with 
the community was necessary.
“The Wither Hills Farm Park Management 
Plan does not identify mountain biking in 
this area as a permitted activity, hence the 
need for public consultation,” she said.
While a review of the Plan was due to 
begin, it could take some time, so it was 
proposed a specific consultation be 
undertaken on this particular request.

“The outcome of that would then inform 
the appropriateness or not of providing 
for mountain biking in this part of the Farm 
Park,” she said.
Consultation on the proposed mountain 
bike skills area and tracks closes on  
11 November. To make a submission visit: 
www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/
have-your-say-consultations

The tree lined gulley behind the entrance sign 
at Rifle Range Events Area is the location for a 
proposed mountain biking skills area

The Bicycle & the  
Butcher’s Daughter
Arts on Tour NZ presents this lively and 
entertaining solo work which addresses 
themes of women in leadership, the meat 
industry, veganism, global food issues and 
family relationships. R15 - contains some 
strong language.
Sun 16 Oct; 7.30 pm - 9.00 pm 
Picton Little Theatre, 9 Dublin Street, Picton

Events extension granted
Marlborough’s events industry has been in 
survival mode since the start of Covid-19 and 
to help, the Marlborough Regional Events 
Strategy has been extended by 18 months.
Council’s Regional Events Advisor Samantha 
Young told September’s Planning, Finance 
and Community Committee that events  
were critical in growing Marlborough’s  
visitor economy.
“They have a crucial role to play in the 
region, enhancing our appeal by showcasing 
Marlborough to potential visitors and 
residents,” she said.
Following public consultation, the 
Marlborough Regional Events Strategy for 
2020-2022 was approved by Council  
in March 2020.
“Seven days later New Zealand moved into 
lockdown,” Mrs Young said. “For the two 
and a half years since, New Zealand’s event 
sector has been one of the hardest  
affected by Covid-19 limitations and 
restrictions, with organisers focussing their 
attentions on keeping their events and 
businesses viable and able to operate when 
restrictions allowed.”
In response, Mrs Young refocused priorities 
to significantly increase the level of support 
and advice to event organisers.

She also advocated for the sector at a 
national level through her role as a regional 
representative for the New Zealand  
Events Association. 
Through these channels significant funding 
support was secured for the sector including 
the Domestic Events Fund which supported 
seven Marlborough events valued at just 
under $520,000 as well as the Te Tauihu 
Regional Events Fund which to date has 
allocated funding to 20 Marlborough events.
Some of these are multi-year events running 
over the next four years. 
“It is thanks to this funding along with the 
tenacity and commitment of our region’s 
event sector that Marlborough has managed 
to retain all of its major events to date,”  
Mrs Young said. 
The current Marlborough Regional Events 
Strategy was due to finish at the end of this 
year but due to Covid-19 uncertainty, event 
organisers were busy focussing on the future 
of their events and were not able to engage 
in discussions.
Extending the timeframe by 18 months would 
enable the sector to settle down and offer 
more certainty by which time it will be better 
placed to consider and plan for the future.

Free safe boating workshop

New to boating or need to brush up on your 
skills? Enrol in a free boat safety workshop 
in Picton.
It’s a chance for people to learn what they 
need to know to stay safe out on the water 

and, even for long-time sailors, a worthwhile 
way of refreshing skills and getting an 
update on maritime rule changes and the 
latest safety gear.
No prior knowledge or expertise is 
necessary; lunch is provided, a trip out on a 
boat and there’s no test at the end of it.
This six-hour workshop begins at 9.00 am 
and runs until 3.00 pm on the days outlined 
below, and is a good stepping stone to 
further training for Skipper or Boatmaster 
courses.
Next course dates:
• Saturday 5 November
• Saturday 19 November
• Saturday 3 December
• Saturday 17 December
• Saturday 14 January
• Saturday 28 January
To book your spot on the course contact 
Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

With the Marlborough Harbour Master and Coastguard

A boating safety initiative brought to you by: 

FREE ADVICE, FREE TRAINING, 
FREE BOAT RIDE, FREE LUNCH.
One day workshops run regularly

GET ON  
THE WATER 
& LEARN WHAT  
YOU NEED TO KNOW

For details contact the Marlborough Harbours Office 
03 520 7400 or harbours@marlborough.govt.nz

Roads back on track
More than 200km of roading throughout 
Marlborough has reopened after being 
severely damaged during recent  
storm events.
Ronga Road through to the last 3km of the 
Croisilles-French Pass Road, Elaine Bay 
Road, the Okiwi Bay township roads and the 
full length of the Awatere Valley Road have 
all reopened for public access.
Marlborough Roads Manager, Steve Murrin 
says the reopening of 213km of road across 
the province is a huge milestone in the 
recovery effort.
“It’s fantastic to restore access before 
the start of the busy tourist and farming 
seasons,” he said. “Our roading crews have 
put in a huge effort to reinstate access to 
the French Pass area after damage from the 
August 2022 storm event.”

Awatere Valley Road has had its access 
restricted since the July 2021 weather event. 
“With Molesworth’s Acheron Road opening 
on 1 October for the summer season, it’s 
great that we’ve been able to restore access 
from the Marlborough side,” said Mr Murrin. 
“While these roads have reopened, we ask 
drivers to continue to travel with caution and 
expect delays. In the French Pass area there 
are nine sets of traffic lights and many other 
sections with priority giveways. Drivers 
should check for signs of debris at the 
limestone slip on Awatere Valley Road and 
avoid stopping when passing the slip.”
Public access on Queen Charlotte Drive also 
continues to increase, with access extended 
to between Havelock and Momorangi Bay. 

Marlborough District Council election results
Nadine Taylor has been elected as the new Mayor of Marlborough. 
Preliminary results in the wards are as follows:

Blenheim Ward (7 seats):
• Jamie Arbuckle
• David Croad
• Deborah Dalliessi
• Brian Dawson
• Jonathan Rosene
• Matt Flight
• Thelma Sowman

Marlborough Sounds Ward (3 seats):
• Barbara Faulls
• Raylene Innes
• Ben Minehan

Wairau-Awatere Ward (3 seats):
• Scott Adams
• Gerald Hope
• Mike Insley

Māori Ward (1 seat):
• Allanah Burgess

For further information including the 
election result numbers visit:  
https://bit.ly/3CI4GnV

Nadine Taylor has been elected as the new 
Mayor of Marlborough

The massive slip on Ronga Road following the August 2022 storm event has been cleared and access 
through to the last 3km of the Croisilles-French Pass Road has been restored.  
Photo taken on 26 August 2022

The following meeting is open to  
the public and anyone is welcome to  
attend. Copies of the agenda will be 
available online and at Council’s office,  
15 Seymour Street.
Council
Thursday 27 October 2022 at 9.00 am
Time and date may be subject to change, 
please contact the Committee Secretary, 
Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.
Please note the Blenheim Customer  
Service Centre is closed on  
Wednesdays from 12.30 pm to 1.30 pm.

Significant natural area sites increase
Thirteen new Significant Natural Areas 
(SNAs) have recently been identified in 
Marlborough, bringing the total to 771.
Since its implementation in 2001, the SNA 
programme has involved extensive field 
based ecological survey work throughout 
the region.
Council has invested in improving, 
protecting and restoring such sites, with 
investment also coming from landowners. 
Since funding for protection projects was 
introduced in 2003, more than $1.3M 
has been allocated which has resulted in 
another $2.4M coming from landowners.
Council’s Biodiversity Coordinator Mike 
Aviss told Council’s Environment Committee 
that the SNA programme was progressing 
well after Covid-19 setbacks.
“We have monitored 19 sites, and, as 
expected, managed sites were in better 
condition than unmanaged, however the 
overall condition and trend of all sites was 
pleasing,” he said.
Middlehurst Station, a large sheep and beef 
high country farm in the upper Awatere 
owned by Willie and Sue MacDonald, has 
covenanted two sites with the QEII Trust 
since Council surveyed their property.  
“One of the sites is a patch of forest 
containing kowhai, totara and pink broom 
and it is rare to find tall native forest on the 
dry side of the Awatere Valley where they 
farm,” Mr Aviss said. “They plan to eventually 
fence all the way down the stream to the 

Awatere River to allow it to connect with the 
river via a ribbon of trees.”
The MacDonalds had no idea how rare or 
important the shrubs and trees on the farm 
were until they received their Significant 
Natural Areas report, Mr Aviss said.
“With help from Council, they have 
embarked on a mission to protect even more 
than the two areas covenanted to date,” 
he said. “They have also upped their game 
on pest control, with a predator trapline 
protecting the totara forest and more 
concerted control of goats and other  
feral animals.”
There were 24 new covenants placed over 
SNAs, taking the total to 114.
“We are also targeting ecological restoration 
in threatened land environments such as 
lowlands, wetlands and dunelands,”  
Mr Aviss said. 

Marlborough’s rare pink native broom in full flower
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