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Sounds News He kōrero nā te Kaunihera o Wairau

Contact the Harbourmaster’s Office if  
you need advice or information about  
Marlborough’s harbours.
03 520 7400 | HARBOURS@MARLBOROUGH.GOVT.NZ

Council’s Harbours team - working to  
ensure our waterways are safe for  
everyone to enjoy. 

Council extends barge and water  
taxi subsidy

The per-passenger water taxi subsidy is 
for scheduled and pre-booked services. 
Bookings can be made directly with water 
taxi service providers and also through 
the Marlborough i-SITE.
The barge services subsidy is run in 
partnership with Johnson's Barge Service 
Limited in Havelock, Kenny Barging in 
Picton and d’Urville Crossings at French 
Pass with services into the Kenepuru and 
Queen Charlotte Sounds and from French 
Pass to d’Urville Island. 
People wanting to access the barge 
services subsidy should book directly with 
the provider. For more information visit:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/civil-defence-
emergency-management/august-storm-
event-2022/general-recovery-information-
august-2022-storm-event
Recovery Manager, Dean Heiford says 
the Recovery Team is actively reviewing 
solutions with Port Marlborough to assist 
with parking after this date to work with 
the upcoming busy season.   

Details will be made available soon.
Council can also confirm that Waka 
Kotahi’s unspent emergency funding of 
$42M can now be spent on the 2022 
emergency repair programme. 
This funding will be used to achieve 
emergency/essential service access where 
possible to continue with repairs to sites 
damaged during the 2021 event on priority 
routes that have not been affected by 
the August event, and to assist with the 
development of a longer term recovery plan.

Marlborough District Council, with funding support from Waka Kotahi,  
will extend its barge and water taxi subsidies for residents, workers and 
visitors to areas that were previously accessible by road through until 
August next year.

Marlborough District Council  
election results
Preliminary results (at time of going to 
print) in the wards are as follows:
Blenheim Ward (7 seats):
• Jamie Arbuckle
• David Croad
• Deborah Dalliessi
• Brian Dawson
• Jonathan Rosene
• Matt Flight
• Thelma Sowman

Marlborough Sounds Ward (3 seats):
• Barbara Faulls
• Raylene Innes
• Ben Minehan

Wairau-Awatere Ward (3 seats):
• Scott Adams
• Gerald Hope
• Mike Insley

Māori Ward (1 seat):
• Allanah Burgess

For further information including the election result numbers visit:  
https://bit.ly/3CI4GnV

Nadine Taylor has been elected as the new 
Mayor of Marlborough

Nadine Taylor has been elected as the new Mayor of Marlborough.

The massive slip on Ronga Road following the August 2022 storm event has been cleared and 
access through to the last 3km of the Croisilles-French Pass Road has been restored.  
Photo taken on 26 August 2022

Roads back on track

Ronga Road through to the last 3km of the 
Croisilles-French Pass Road, Elaine Bay 
Road, the Okiwi Bay township roads and 
the full length of the Awatere Valley Road 
have all reopened for public access.
Marlborough Roads Manager, Steve 
Murrin says the reopening of 213km 
of road across the province is a huge 
milestone in the recovery effort.
“It’s fantastic to restore access before 
the start of the busy tourist and farming 
seasons,” he said. “Our roading crews have 
put in a huge effort to reinstate access to 
the French Pass area after damage from 
the August 2022 storm event.”
Awatere Valley Road has had its access 
restricted since the July 2021 weather event. 

“With Molesworth’s Acheron Road opening 
on 1 October for the summer season, it’s 
great that we’ve been able to restore 
access from the Marlborough side,” said  
Mr Murrin. “While these roads have 
reopened, we ask drivers to continue to 
travel with caution and expect delays. In 
the French Pass area there are nine sets of 
traffic lights and many other sections with 
priority giveways. Drivers should check 
for signs of debris at the limestone slip on 
Awatere Valley Road and avoid stopping 
when passing the slip.”
Public access on Queen Charlotte Drive 
also continues to increase, with access 
extended to between Havelock and 
Momorangi Bay. 

More than 200km of roading throughout Marlborough has reopened after 
being severely damaged during recent storm events.
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