
Postal Address: 
Marlborough District Council
PO Box 443, Blenheim 7240
New Zealand

Phone: 03 520 7400
Fax: 03 520 7496
Email: mdc@marlborough.govt.nz
Website: www.marlborough.govt.nz

Opening Hours
Mon to Fri: 8.00 am - 5.00 pm

All enquiries 24 hours

Street Address: 
15 Seymour Street
Blenheim 7201
New Zealand

He kōrero nā te Kaunihera o Wairau
Your local news from the  
Marlborough District Council

www.marlborough.govt.nz

Marlborough Events follow-me.co.nz

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas should 
be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School.  
For further information contact Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Bayleys Friday Night Feast
Blenheim’s favourite street party is back 
for the 6th year running! Head to this food 
lovers’ festival and celebrate Marlborough 
food, the people who make it happen 
and the culinary geniuses who bring it 
all together. Bring the kids, bring your 
appetites and get ready to join the party.
Fri 7 Oct; 3.30 pm - 8.30 pm 
Wynen Street Car Park, Blenheim

Marina 2 Marina 2022
The recent storm event may have 
scuppered plans for the 24km Link 
Pathway option but it’s full steam ahead for 
the 2km Kids’ Dash, the Marina 2 Marina 
9km and The Snout 13km in this stunning 
scenic annual event in the heart of the 
beautiful Marlborough Sounds.
Sat 8 Oct; 7.00 am - 2.00 pm 
London Quay, Picton Foreshore

Make your vote count
Voting in this year’s local government 
election closes at 12 noon this Saturday 
8 October - so make sure you drop your 
envelope off at Council’s reception in 
time to make your vote count.
Electoral Officer Dean Heiford says  
so far voter returns are significantly  
lower than daily returns for previous 
electoral periods. “We encourage 
everyone who has received their voting 
papers in the mail to complete them and 
get them back to us as soon as possible,” 
Mr Heiford said.
If you haven’t received your voting papers  
in the mail, you may not be enrolled to 
vote. To check whether you’re enrolled, 
go to: https://vote.nz/. You can also  
Ph: 0800 36 76 56 before enrolments 
close on Friday 7 October.
It’s important to note that if you enrolled 
after 12 August 2022, for example if you 
turned 18 after this date, or if you have 
moved address recently, you won’t get 
your voting papers in the mail. You’ll  
have to request special voting papers 
from the Council’s electoral officers.  
You can get in touch with them by 
emailing election@marlborough.govt.nz,  
or Ph: 03 520 7400 before 5.00 pm on 
Friday 7 October.

You can also cast a special vote if you  
did not receive voting papers or if they 
are damaged.
Mr Heiford says people will have noticed 
the addition of the Māori ward in this 
year’s election information. 
“The roll you are on may affect the way 
you vote in local elections,” he said. “If 
you’re on the Māori roll you’ll vote for a 
candidate in the Māori ward. 
“If you’re already enrolled, you won’t  
be able to change rolls this election,”  
Mr Heiford said. 
For more information on voting when 
you are on the Māori roll visit: https://
vote.nz/2022-local-elections/2022-local-
elections/voting-in-local-elections/
All voting papers must be received by 
Council’s Electoral Officer by 12 noon on 
Saturday 8 October 2022.

New citizens celebrated
Twenty new citizens were welcomed to Marlborough on Friday in the first citizenship 
ceremony since July last year.
Regular citizenship ceremonies were put on hold due to Covid-19 restrictions.
Citizens from Samoa, United Kingdom, France, China, the Czech Republic and the USA were 
welcomed to Marlborough by Mayor John Leggett.
It was Mayor Leggett’s last citizenship ceremony before he stands down and he was 
accompanied by Mayoress Anne Best, Councillors Thelma Sowman and Jenny Andrews and 
Council Kaihautū Hara Adams.
Friends and family members joined the new citizens at the ceremony in Council chambers 
where they were presented with their citizenship certificates. 
Mayor Leggett told those gathered that the ceremony was an important event in their lives.
“Your decision to apply for citizenship was no doubt made after very careful consideration,” 
he said. “It is a commitment to your future.”
Mayor Leggett said New Zealand citizenship carried important privileges and the 
opportunity to participate in the Marlborough community. “I urge you to do so - you should 
use your right to vote and your access to local and central government representatives. If 
you participate fully I’m sure you will never regret the step you are taking.”
The Council’s waiata group performed at the event.

Mayor Leggett welcomes new citizens to Marlborough. Credit Gavin Hadfield

Council’s waiata group performs during the ceremony. Credit Gavin Hadfield

Clip-on cycle lane opens
The Whale Trail cycleway over the Wairau 
River at Spring Creek was officially opened 
by Deputy Mayor Nadine Taylor last week.
Cutting the ribbon, she told those 
assembled that the bridge provided a 
clearly needed safe cycle path for local 
communities as well as a link in the growing 
Whale Trail network.
Marlborough Kaikōura Trail Trust Council 
representative Dr John Forrest, said it was 
people who had made the clip-on path, and 
the entire trail, possible.
“I have personally never been associated 
with a better group in my life,” he said. “The 
generosity of those involved, particularly 
with their expertise and time, is amazing.”
“The key now is linking all sections of the 
trail together,” Dr Forrest said. “Several 
sections are already finished and this 
summer the stage from Spring Creek to the 
Elevation in Picton will be progressed along 
with parts of the Awatere trail.”

Dr Forrest thanked all those involved in the 
trail saying it had been a true joint effort and 
said it was pleasing to see representatives 
from all groups involved as well as cyclists 
turning up for the opening.
The idea of a Whale Trail began after the 
Kaikōura earthquake destroyed much of the 
rail network along that coast and visionaries 
thought a trail could be developed, similar to 
Otago’s Rail Trail.
“Unfortunately, KiwiRail had great insurance 
and rebuilt but we kept the flicker of hope of 
a trail alive,” Dr Forrest said.
Initial funding of $2M from Council and 
$600,000 from the Rata Foundation had 
made the trail a reality.
“It’s thanks to that funding and the hard 
work and vision of many volunteers that we 
are standing here today,” Dr Forrest said.
The clip-on cycle lane was officially blessed 
by iwi, including Rangitāne, Te Ātiawa,  
Ngāti Toa and Ngāti Rārua, in August.

The first cyclists to cross the new Wairau clip-on after Friday’s opening. Credit Cynthia Stoks

Dr John Forrest speaks at the official opening of the Wairau clip-on bridge

Messages of hope for Marlborough’s recovery mahi
Christchurch-based charity, NZ Gifts of 
Love and Strength, has sent two boxes of 
hand made cards and gift packs to local 
residents whose properties were red and 
yellow stickered following the August  
storm event.
The packs are a labour of love created by 
school students and members of the public 
in Christchurch, and one loyal supporter in 
the North Island.
Council’s Navigator Charlotte Wood said 
Council is working through how best to 
distribute the cards and gift packs. If you 
own a red or yellow stickered property and 
would like to receive one, please email 
recovery@marlborough.govt.nz 
“These gifts are a wonderful example 
of the support that exists in the 
wider Marlborough and New Zealand 
communities towards those impacted by 
the August weather event,” Charlotte said.
Support was also a key theme during a 
recent Marlborough Social Recovery Hui 
which saw a number of agencies reporting 
on recovery activities, and sharing 
information relating to the recovery effort, 
to ensure collaborative solutions are 
sought.
During the meeting Marlborough Recovery 
Manager Marianne Aitken reported on the 
barge and water taxi services available to 
support isolated communities while the 
roads cannot be used.
“We are talking with water taxi and barge 

providers about subsidies for communities 
who are further afield. We’re also looking 
at scheduled services so residents without 
road access can travel to and from town in 
one day. These will be key conversations 
when we meet with the communities,”  
Mrs Aitken said.
“There is a keen acknowledgement of the 
stress the weather event has had on people 
and communities. All agencies involved 
in the recovery understand that people 
want to know what’s happening to their 
homes and properties and we appreciate 
the importance of a clear, long-term plan to 
help alleviate people’s stress levels,”  
she said.
The Recovery Team is working towards 
meetings either face-to-face or online with 
affected communities the week beginning 
17 October. These meetings will provide an 
opportunity to discuss specific issues and 
help build solutions.

Messages of hope from NZ Gifts of Love and 
Strength

State Highway 1 night closures at Weld Pass
Residents and regular users of State 
Highway 1 in Marlborough need to be ready 
for a series of night closures at Weld Pass, 
south of Blenheim. 
From Sunday 9 October to Thursday  
13 October, the road will be closed 
between 10.00 pm and 6.00 am for planned 
maintenance work. Access through the  
site will be available for emergency 
services if required.
Andrew James, Waka Kotahi’s System 
Manager Top of the South, says multiple 
maintenance works will be carried out, 
including preparation for asphalting work 
planned for January next year.
“This work is essential for keeping the 
highway up to standard and safe for road 
users. There’s an old saying, ‘a stitch in time 

saves nine’, doing regular maintenance 
work like this helps us avoid spending more 
on major repairs later.”
Mr James says Waka Kotahi understands 
closures can be frustrating for road users, 
but it is the safest and most efficient option 
for work such as this. 
“State Highway 1 Weld Pass is a narrow and 
winding road, with no room for vehicles to 
safely pass roadwork sites. Using stop/go 
traffic management simply isn’t an option if 
we want to keep our road crews safe. The 
other advantage is a full closure allows our 
contractors to work uninterrupted and get 
the job done much quicker.”
More night closures for State Highway 1 
Weld Pass are scheduled for resealing work 
between 22 January and 3 February 2023.

Weld Pass will be closed between 10.00 pm and 
6.00 am from Sunday 9 October to Thursday  
13 October for planned maintenance work

Work on Weld Pass during a night closure in 
January

South Island Cheese  
Festival 2022
Enjoy a family-friendly day celebrating 
NZ cheese from all over the nation. Build 
yourself a picnic from the selection of 
stalls, sit back and relax on the lawn, 
sample a wine or two, enjoy the live music 
and soak up the atmosphere. It doesn’t get 
much better than this!
Sat 8 Oct; 10.00 am - 4.00 pm 
Clos Henri Vineyard,  
639 State Highway 63, Blenheim

Sheep shed saved
Blenheim’s iconic and historic sheep pavilion 
at A and P Park will be restored.
At a recent Assets and Services Committee 
meeting Councillors heard that the 99 year 
old wooden building needed continued 
restoration work to ensure its survival 
and agreed to go halves with the A and P 
Association to fund it.
Council’s Parks and Open Spaces Officer, 
Robert Hutchinson, said the pavilion 
was listed with Heritage New Zealand as 
category 2.
“The potential loss of the sheep pavilion 
would be significant to the historical 
landscape in Marlborough,” he said. “It’s 100 
years old next year and it’s pretty important 
to make sure she looks good.”
Council staff had worked alongside the  
A and P Association and Heritage New 
Zealand to identify the work needed to repair 
and strengthen the pavilion.
This included significant replacement work of 
beams, joists and rotten roof trusses.

“It will be a lengthy process and we may find 
more surprises as we go into the building but 
we will just have to deal with them as they 
arise,” he said.
Council will pay $63,750 from its Forestry 
and Land Development Reserves as a half 
share to fund restoration work.
“This is an opportunity to support the  
long-term survival of the building,”  
Mr Hutchinson said. 
The sheep pavilion was officially opened in 
1923 at that year’s A and P Show and remains 
largely unchanged.
In 1974, Council bought the building but it is 
exclusively managed by the Marlborough  
A and P Association.
In wet weather it is used by the Marlborough 
Farmers’ Market.
The old grandstand, which was also category 
2 listed, was demolished due to damage 
sustained in the 2016 earthquake leaving the 
sheep pavilion and the Maxwell Road brick 
wall as notable historic structures.

Prep work for new ferry terminal underway
‘Enabling works’ to get the Waitohi 
Picton ferry terminal site ready for main 
construction early next year is underway.  
By 2025 we will have a brand new ferry 
terminal and the first of two hybrid-electric 
Interislander ferries will be in service.  
Local construction company CMT is on site, 
moving the mechanical rail turntable to its 
new home behind the private vehicle  
check-in area.  
A temporary terminal building is going into 
the spot currently used for long term car 
parking. Work is also starting to relocate 
the car rental kiosks to the lower car park 
beside the Edwin Fox Museum. These early 
works are pretty low key on excavation - the 
temporary terminal is prefab so doesn’t 
involve piling. The deck and slab for the car 
rental kiosks involves ‘augering’ or screwing 
in wooden piles so there will be noise and 
vibration specialists on site as that gets 
underway, just to be sure it doesn’t create 
excessive noise or vibration.
Other work coming up involves retaining 
walls on Auckland Street where the Dublin 
Street overbridge will go, and increasing 
capacity for the Waitohi Culvert.  
Dublin Street works 
Work to relocate underground services on 
Dublin Street between the intersections 
of Devon, Market and Auckland Streets is 
underway so that early next year work can 
begin on the Dublin Street Overbridge.  

This bridge will greatly help the flow of 
traffic through the southern part of Waitohi 
Picton, and facilitate a better connection 
through to the town centre. It includes a 
shared path to enable walking and cycling 
connections between the town centre and 
the Queen Charlotte Drive intersection.
Parts of Dublin Street will need to be closed 
between now and 23 December. Sections 
will be opened to motorists whenever 
possible. The project team is mindful of busy 
times, particularly when cruise ships are 
in town and will do what they can to work 
around these. Pedestrian access will remain 
open if possible, but this won’t be confirmed 
until more is known about the position of the 
underground services.  
If you have any questions please email:  
info@pictonferryprecinct.co.nz or visit: 
www.irex.co.nz

Moving the mechanical rail turntable to its new 
home behind the private vehicle check-in area

Temporary road closure - 9 October 2022 -  
Annual Reserve Road Hill Climb
On Sunday 9 October 2022 Reserve Road, 
from 0.4km to 3.2km (gravel section), is to 
be closed to ordinary vehicle traffic between 
7.30 am and 5.00 pm for the purposes of 
Marlborough Car Club Hill Climb.
During the proposed period of closure, 
ordinary vehicle traffic may use the road 
being closed between events under the 
supervision and authority of an Officer of the 
New Zealand Police (Traffic Safety Branch).

It will be an offence under the above 
regulations for any person other than under 
the authority of an authorised permit to use 
the road for ordinary vehicle traffic during 
the period of closure.
This notice is given pursuant to the 
Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure) 
Regulations 1965.
Any enquiries should be addressed to  
Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads,  
Ph: 021 923 536.

Marlborough A and P Park’s iconic sheep pavilion is to be restored
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