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Dog control report availableSign up for ShakeOut

Freedom camping monitoring 
increased

Practice makes perfect, so now is 
a good time to enrol in this year’s 
ShakeOut, which is held all over the 
world to remind people about the 
right thing to do in an earthquake. 
This year also marks the tenth 
anniversary of the ShakeOut initiative.
Marlborough Civil Defence and 
Emergency Management’s Group 
Welfare Manager Catherine Coates, 
says a number of Marlborough 
organisations have already signed 
up.
“This year’s event is at 9.30 am on 27 
October and is a good opportunity 
for your business, organisation or 

family to think about what you would 
do in an earthquake. 
“You get to practice ‘drop, cover, hold’ 
and think about where you would go 
if there is a risk of a tsunami.”  
ShakeOut is also a reminder to 
be prepared for an emergency. 
Get together with the people who 
are important to you and make 
an emergency plan; check your 
emergency supplies and talk with 
others about how you could help 
each other. 
To sign up and to get all the 
resources you need, go to  
www.shakeout.govt.nz

Council is set to increase its funding 
for monitoring freedom camping 
areas in Marlborough to ensure 
community expectations are met.
At the last Assets and Services 
committee meeting, the 
responsible camping monitoring 
budget was increased by $20,000 
to $90,000.
The funding allows for a 
comprehensive monitoring 
programme of responsible camping, 
Parks and Open Spaces Manager 
Jane Tito said. 
“With open borders there will be 
more people visiting the region in 
the coming season and the amount 
of monitoring should increase to 
align with community expectations,” 
she said.

Monitoring and enforcement of 
responsible camping is carried out 
by an external contractor, a system 
that has worked well for the last 
three seasons, said Mrs Tito.
“The contractor has built up staff 
expertise capable of managing 
challenging situations.”
Daily monitoring, regarded as 
essential by the community, is 
proposed for the busy tourist 
months of December to March.
“In previous years the level of 
monitoring contributed to fewer 
complaints,” said Mrs Tito.
The increased funding is to cover 
a potential wider monitoring scope 
and reflect increased operating 
costs including inflation, wages and 
vehicle running costs.

He kōrero nā te Kaunihera o Wairau

Your local news from the  
Marlborough District Council

Did you know Marlborough has 32 off-
leash dog walking areas and 48 where 
dogs are prohibited? 
The prohibited areas are mainly sports 
grounds, reserves and wetlands. There are 
also 84 areas, including the Picton and 
Blenheim CBDs where dogs are allowed 
on a leash.
This information is outlined in the new 
Dog Control Policy and Bylaw Report 
published each year by Council. 
As at the end of June 2022, there were 
10,758 registered dogs in Marlborough.
Council encourages responsible dog 
ownership that allows owners to enjoy 
their dogs without infringing on the 
enjoyment and safety of others. 
Issues, including the need to minimise 
danger, distress and nuisance to the 
community, needed to be addressed as 
well as taking into account the exercise 
and recreational needs of dogs and their 
owners.
Marlborough currently has one purpose-
built and fenced dog park at Renwick 
which has separate areas for various sized 
dogs and a quiet zone.
Planning is underway for the development 
of a second dog park in Blenheim.
The Marlborough District Council Dog 
Control Policy and Bylaw came into effect 

Rural Support Trust drops into Fish Bay
A drop-in session at Fish Bay in 
the Kenepuru Sound last week, 
organised by the Rural Support 
Trust (RST), was well attended 
and complete with a coffee cart 
delivered by barge.
Representatives from Council, 
Beef & Lamb, ANZCO Foods, 
RST, Farmlands, Te Piki Oranga, 
Fire and Emergency and MPI 
Animal Welfare attended. RST’s 
Sarah White says a beautiful day 
set the scene for some great 
discussion.
“One of the things raised was for 
farmers to please book in their 
barging requirements as soon as 
possible as barges are expecting 
a very busy season,” she said.
“It’s fair to say farmers are 
frustrated with the roading 
situation. Most could see the 
light at the end of the tunnel 
after last year’s storm; however 
the August event has set them 
back to square one.
“The obvious challenges are 
around stock movements and 
getting farm supplies in and out, 
particularly as it starts getting 
into the busy season. There are 
concerns about isolation too,” she 
said.
A lack of face-to-face socialising 
will be challenging for many, 
particularly the younger 
generation, but also the challenge 
of retaining and attracting staff. 
“Although it’s a beautiful area 
to work in, the practicality of 
boating in and out may well put 
people off.
So there are real long-term issues 
for farmers and local businesses,” 
she said.
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Johnson’s barge arrives at Fish Bay for the 
drop-in session.

Care packs, gifts and information for 
attendees at the drop-in session at Fish Bay.

in 2021 and deals with various matters 
including dog areas, fees and education.
To read it, go to: https://www.marlborough.
govt.nz/services/dogs-and-other-animals/
dog-and-animal-laws


