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Sounds News He kōrero nā te Kaunihera o Wairau

Contact the Harbourmaster’s Office if  
you need advice or information about  
Marlborough’s harbours.
03 520 7400 | HARBOURS@MARLBOROUGH.GOVT.NZ

Council’s Harbours team - working to  
ensure our waterways are safe for  
everyone to enjoy. 

Rural Support Trust in Fish Bay
A drop-in session at Fish Bay in 
the Kenepuru Sound last week 
organised by the Rural Support 
Trust (RST) was well attended 
and complete with a coffee cart 
delivered by barge.
Representatives from Council, Beef & 
Lamb, ANZCO Foods, RST, Farmlands, 
Te Piki Oranga, Fire and Emergency and 
MPI Animal Welfare attended. RST’s Sarah 
White says a beautiful day set the scene 
for some great discussion.
“One of the things raised was for 
farmers to please book in their barging 
requirements as soon as possible as 
barges are expecting a very busy season,” 
she said.

“It’s fair to say farmers are frustrated with 
the roading situation. Most could see the 
light at the end of the tunnel after last 
year's storm; however the August event 
has set them back to square one.”
“The obvious challenges are around stock 
movements and getting farm supplies in 
and out, particularly as it starts getting 
into the busy season. There are concerns 
about isolation too,” she said.
A lack of face-to-face socialising will 
be challenging for many, particularly 
the younger generation, but also the 
challenge of retaining and attracting staff. 
“Although it's a beautiful area to work in, 
the practicality of boating in and out may 
well put people off, particularly families 
applying for positions. So there are real 
long-term issues for farmers and local 
businesses,” she said.

Johnson's barge arrives at Fish Bay for the drop-in session

Care packs, gifts and information for attendees at the drop-in session at Fish Bay

Free safe boating workshop
Are you new to boating or feel 
you need to brush up on your 
skills? 
Marlborough District Council is running a 
free boat safety workshop in Picton during 
the summer months.
It’s a chance for people to learn what 
they need to know to stay safe out on the 
water and, even for long-time sailors, a 
worthwhile way of refreshing skills. You 
will also be updated on maritime rule 
changes and the latest safety gear.
No prior knowledge or expertise is 
necessary; lunch is provided, a trip out on 
a boat and there’s no test at the end of it.

The six-hour workshops start at 9.00 am 
and run until 3.00 pm on the days outlined 
below, and are a good stepping stone to 
further training for Skipper or Boatmaster 
courses.
Course dates:
•   Saturday 5 November
•   Saturday 19 November
•   Saturday 3 December
•   Saturday 17 December
•   Saturday 14 January
•   Saturday 28 January
To book your spot on the course contact 
Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

With the Marlborough Harbour Master and Coastguard

A boating safety initiative brought to you by: 

FREE ADVICE, FREE TRAINING, 
FREE BOAT RIDE, FREE LUNCH.
One day workshops run regularly

GET ON  
THE WATER 
& LEARN WHAT  
YOU NEED TO KNOW

For details contact the Marlborough Harbours Office 
03 520 7400 or harbours@marlborough.govt.nz

mailto:HARBOURS@MARLBOROUGH.GOVT.NZ

