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Stunning Seymour Square

Council services on Marlborough 
Anniversary Day

New Council learns the ropes

Greenwaste traffic changes

Award for excellence in recovery 
communications

With eight new councillors elected, 
inductions have been underway at 
Marlborough District Council.
The training sessions have allowed 
all councillors to get an up to date 
overview of Council business and 

its key projects. Mayor Nadine 
Taylor said it was important that 
all councillors were given the 
time and information needed to 
understand the key issues facing 
the region.

Changes are afoot at Council’s 
Greenwaste site.
From Monday 7 November, people 
using the facility, which is opposite 
the Resource Recovery Centre, will 
access it via Wither Road.
Since May, the site has been 
accessed via George Conroy Drive.
Solid Waste Manager Dr Alec 
McNeil said the reason for the 
change is that the second out 
weighbridge installation has been 
delayed until April next year.
“The site’s busiest period is 

November to March so to reduce 
the potential for queuing we are 
changing the traffic flow back to 
the old system,” he said.
Charges for grass and greenwaste 
will continue to be based on 
rates per cubic metre and load 
assessments will be made by the 
kiosk attendants.
For more information visit:https://
www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/
recycling-and-resource-recovery/
greenwaste-acceptance-facility-and-
composting

Council’s public information 
team has been recognised 
with an Excellence in Recovery 
Communications award. 
Marlborough’s Emergency Services 
Manager Brian Paton received the 
award on behalf of the team at the 
EMPA conference in Wellington.
“Emergency Media and Public 
Affairs (EMPA) has recognised 
the amazing work that our public 
information team put into the 
recovery from the July 2021 storm 
event in Marlborough. The team 
includes members of the Council’s 
communications, digital, GIS and 
recovery functions, who all made 
significant contributions,” Brian said.
EMPA is an international group 
of professional emergency 
communicators dedicated to 
building a community of practice and 
promoting excellence in emergency 
communications - see https://www.
empa.org.au/
“During the storm recovery last year 
Covid-19 was spreading and people’s 
movements were restricted. Each 
impacted community was supported 
separately - each had recovery issues 

specific to their location and their 
available communications channels. It 
was very challenging and not a one-
size-fits-all situation,” Brian said.
The team used some innovative 
communication tools: 
• Extensive use of video, providing 

the public with up-to-date images 
of the damage, often from remote 
locations

• Council’s Smart Maps system 
provided an excellent ‘single source 
of truth’ on road closures and 
openings

• Use of the Council website and 
alerts as an information channel, 
supported by social media and the 
Antenno app, which provides a way 
to send targeted, location-based 
updates to users’ phones

• A Storm Recovery Navigator was 
appointed to assist with ‘one on 
one’ communication with affected 
residents. 

Brian noted that the lessons from 
the July 2021 storm recovery 
communications have been applied 
to the recent storm recovery 
underway in the Marlborough 
Sounds.

He kōrero nā te Kaunihera o Wairau

Your local news from the  
Marlborough District Council

Seymour Square is blooming with a 
stunning display of annuals and flowering 
cherries.
Council garden staff spend rainy days 
drawing up designs for the garden beds 
– working out which type of flowers will 
suit their plan and how many plants will be 
needed.
More than 30,000 annuals are planted out 

in Pollard Park and Seymour Square twice 
a year along with 8000 tulip and daffodil 
bulbs for winter displays.
The gardens require constant and 
intensive maintenance with weeding and 
deadheading through the seasons.
Beds are replaced twice a year with plants 
dugs out in November/December and 
April/May.

Council’s Blenheim office will be closed 
from 5.00 pm on Friday 28 October until 
8.00 am on Tuesday 1 November. 
Opening times for transfer stations, the 
Resource Recovery Centre, Greenwaste 
Acceptance Facility and the landfill on 
Marlborough Anniversary Monday 31 
October are below.
Transfer stations
Blenheim
Monday 31 October - 8.00 am to 4.30 pm
Picton
Monday 31 October - 8.00 am to 4.00 pm
Havelock
Monday 31 October - 8.00 am to 2.00 pm
Rai Valley, Seddon and Wairau Valley 
transfer stations will be closed on Monday 
31 October.
Resource Recovery Centre and 

Greenwaste Acceptance Facility
Monday 31 October - 8.00 am to 4.30 pm
Landfill
Monday 31 October - 8.00 am to 12.00 pm
Kerbside rubbish and recycling collections 
Rubbish bags and recycling crates normally 
collected on Mondays will be collected on 
Tuesday 1 November.
Please make sure your bag and crate is out 
on the kerb by 7.30 am.
Marlborough District Libraries 
Marlborough District Library (Blenheim) and 
Picton Library and Service Centre will be 
open as usual over the weekend but will be 
closed on Monday 31 October.
Bus services
Bus services will not operate on Monday 
31 October. Normal services resume on 
Tuesday 1 November.

Mayor elect Nadine Taylor and councillors take time out from 
induction meetings last week A bird’s eye view of Seymour Square’s perfectly manicured lawns and 

annual flower beds

Brightly coloured poppies, violas and polyanthus make for a stunning 
display in Seymour Square


