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Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas should 
be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School.  
For further information contact Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Matthew Couper -  
Isolation Paintings Exhibition
It’s the final few days to see this wonderful 
exhibition from NZ-born artist  
Matthew Couper. 
Now until Sun 30 Oct 
Weekdays: 10.30 am - 4.30 pm 
Weekends: 1.00 pm - 4.00 pm
Millennium Public Art Gallery,  
Cnr Seymour & Alfred Streets, Blenheim

Halloween Kids’ Dress Up Party
It’s spooky season at Sweet Creations. 
Come and have fun with the team - there 
will be face painting, cupcake decorating, 
haunted house and so much more. Get 
dressed up and see if you can win the prize 
for best dressed.
Mon 31 Oct; 10.00 am - 3.00 pm 
Sweet Creations, 4 John Street, Blenheim

Coming up…Rapaura Springs 
Garden Marlborough 2022
Marlborough’s internationally renowned 
garden festival is back! Here’s your chance 
to enjoy the very best our region has to 
offer with garden tours, workshops and 
social events. And be sure not to miss the 
ever-popular grand finale, the STIHL Shop 
Garden Fête at Blenheim's Pollard Park.
Thu 3 to Sun 6 Nov 
Various times and locations  
around Marlborough

New Council learns the ropes
With eight new councillors elected, inductions have been underway at Marlborough 
District Council.
The training sessions have allowed all councillors to get an up to date overview of 
Council business and its key projects. Mayor Nadine Taylor said it was important that 
all councillors were given the time and information needed to understand the key 
issues facing the region.

Councillors take time out from induction meetings last week

Stunning Seymour Square
Seymour Square is blooming with a stunning display of annuals and flowering cherries.
More than 30,000 annuals are planted out in Pollard Park and Seymour Square twice a 
year along with 8,000 tulip and daffodil bulbs for winter displays.
Council garden staff spend rainy days drawing up designs for the garden beds, working 
out which flowers will suit their plan and how many plants will be needed.
The gardens require constant maintenance with weeding and deadheading through  
the seasons.
Beds are replaced twice a year with plants dug out in November/December and April/May.

A bird’s eye view of Seymour Square’s perfectly manicured lawns and annual flower beds

Brightly coloured poppies, violas and polyanthus make for a stunning display in Seymour Square

Greenwaste traffic change
Changes are afoot at Council’s Greenwaste site, which is opposite the Resource Recovery 
Centre in Blenheim.
From Monday 7 November people using the facility will access it via Wither Road. Since last 
May, the site has been accessed via George Conroy Drive.
Solid Waste Manager Dr Alec McNeil said the reason for the change is that the second out 
weighbridge installation has been delayed until April next year.
“The site’s busiest period is November to March so to reduce the potential for queuing we 
are changing the traffic flow back to the old system,” he said.
Charges for grass and greenwaste will continue to be based on rates per cubic metre and 
load assessments will be made by the kiosk attendants.
For more information visit: https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/recycling-and-
resource-recovery/greenwaste-acceptance-facility-and-composting

Kina removal could help revitalise reefs
A sustainable seas project removing kina 
(sea urchin) from reefs in Tōtaranui/Queen 
Charlotte Sound could help kelp and other 
seaweeds return.
Principal Coastal Scientist Oliver Wade says 
there had been widespread loss of seaweeds 
during the last 50 years, partly due to the 
proliferation of kina.
“Kelp forests are biodiversity hotspots 
providing habitat and food for a host of 
different organisms, while also sequestering 
carbon and improving water quality,” he said.
“By removing kina from certain areas, it is 
hoped kelp and other seaweeds will return.”
A team from Auckland University, with the 
support of Te Atiawa, Port Marlborough and 
Council has removed kina from four reef sites 
in Ruakaka Bay, Blumine Island, Meretoto/ 
Ship Cove and Motuara Island.

Project manager Dr Nick Shears from 
Auckland University said it was important 
ecosystems became more resilient to  
future challenges.
One of the challenges facing reef habitat 
was the dominance of kina due to a lack 
of predators like blue cod and crayfish, 
particularly in the inner Sounds.
“The role of predators is underestimated,”  
Dr Shears said.
The University of Auckland team cleared 
the reefs of kina and will be monitoring the 
recovery of seaweeds in future. The team 
also plans to transfer juvenile seaweed to 
those sites to assist with their recovery.
Similar sites that had kina cleared on Little 
Barrier Island near Auckland had shown 
dramatic changes, he said.

Roads re-open ahead of long weekend
Queen Charlotte Drive from Picton to 
Havelock reopened to the public just in time 
for Labour weekend and ahead of the first 
cruise ship visit of the season.
Parts of Port Underwood Road from Picton 
to Oyster Bay and Rarangi to Whites Bay are 
also open. 
Marlborough Roads Manager Steve Murrin 
says the reopening of these key routes 
means more than 370km of road has been 
restored to public access after being severely 
damaged by the August 2022 storm event.
“While these roads have reopened, we ask 
drivers to continue to travel with caution,”  
Mr Murrin said.
“We expect roads throughout the district 
will continue to be busy over Marlborough 
Anniversary weekend. Drivers should be 
aware that traffic management including 
stop/go restrictions remain on roads  
that have reopened and delays are to  
be expected.”
Newly elected Mayor Nadine Taylor said 
the reopening of these roads, especially in 
advance of the cruise ship and tourist season 
will be welcome news for many.
“This is a significant milestone in the recovery 
effort and our thanks go to the roading crews 
who have put in a huge effort to reopen these 
roads as quickly as possible,” she said.

Locals and visitors are reminded that there 
are still a number of roads that are closed, 
or have restricted access in place following 
the August weather event. Travellers are 
urged to check the Marlborough CDEM map 
for a road's status before their journey at: 
www.marlborough.govt.nz/civil-defence-
emergency-management/cdem-official-
public-information-map

Clearance at Whenuanui Bay, one of the biggest 
overslips on Queen Charlotte Drive

Waitohi Picton ferry redevelopment -  
Dublin Street and Broadway road closures
Work to relocate underground services on 
Dublin Street between the intersections 
of Devon, Market and Auckland Streets is 
underway so that early next year work can 
begin on the Dublin Street overbridge. This 
bridge will greatly help the flow of traffic 
through the southern part of Waitohi Picton, 
and facilitate a better connection to the town 
centre. It includes a shared path to enable 
walking and cycling connections between 
the town centre and Queen Charlotte  
Drive intersection.
For safety reasons, Broadway has had to be 
closed to through traffic while Dublin Street 
is out of action, to avoid congestion at the 
Auckland Street intersection.  
The detour for drivers coming in and out of 
Picton involves following Auckland Street for 
a direct route into the town centre, or Kent 
Street from Nelson Street for direct access 
to the port area.   
Work is expected to be completed and 
roads reopened by 23 December at the 
latest. The project team is mindful of busy 
times, particularly the days when cruise 
ships are in town and will do what they can 
to open roads on those days.     

If you have any questions please email: 
info@pictonferryprecinct.co.nz or visit: 
www.irex.co.nz
The Waitohi Picton Ferry Precinct 
Redevelopment is a partnership between 
KiwiRail, Port Marlborough, Marlborough 
District Council and Waka Kotahi NZ 
Transport Agency.

Award for excellence in recovery communications
Council’s public information team has been 
recognised with an Excellence in Recovery 
Communications Award. Marlborough’s 
Emergency Services Manager Brian Paton 
received the award on behalf of the team in 
Wellington.
“Emergency Media and Public Affairs 
(EMPA) has recognised the amazing work 
that our public information team put into the 
recovery from the July 2021 storm event in 
Marlborough. Our team includes members 
of the Council’s communications, digital, 
GIS and recovery functions, who all made 
significant contributions,” Brian said.
EMPA is an international group of 
professional emergency communicators 
dedicated to building a community of 
practice and promoting excellence in 
emergency communications - see  
https://www.empa.org.au/
“During the storm recovery last year 
Covid-19 was spreading and people’s 
movements were restricted. Each impacted 
community was supported separately - 
each had recovery issues specific to their 
location and their available communications 
channels. It was very challenging and not a 
one-size-fits-all situation,” Brian said.
The team used some innovative 
communication tools: 
•   Council’s Smart Maps system provided an 

excellent ‘single source of truth’ on road 
closures and openings

•   Extensive use of video, providing the 
public with up-to-date images of the 
damage, often from remote locations

•   Use of the Council website and alerts as 
an information channel, supported by 
social media and the Antenno app, which 
provides a way to send targeted,  
location-based updates to users’ phones

•   A Storm Recovery Navigator was 
appointed to assist with ‘one on one’ 
communication with affected residents 

Brian noted that the lessons from the July 
2021 storm recovery communications have 
been applied to the current storm recovery 
underway in the Marlborough Sounds.

Emergency Services Manager Brian Paton with 
the award trophy and certificate

Boer War remembered
Flags flew at Blenheim's Seymour Square 
last week to commemorate the Boer War,  
the first overseas conflict to involve  
New Zealand troops. 
More than 6500 New Zealand soldiers 
fought in the war, also called the  
South African war or the Second  
Anglo-Boer war.
The war started in 1899 and ran through 
until 1902.
A yearly commemoration service is held at 
Tua Marina Cemetery, where the monument 
to Marlborough’s fallen stands.
A good turnout attended Friday's 
commemoration service at Tua Marina. Flags flying at Seymour Square to commemorate 

the Boer War

Council services on Marlborough Anniversary Day
Council’s Blenheim office will be closed from 
5.00 pm on Friday 28 October until 8.00 am 
on Tuesday 1 November. 
Opening times for transfer stations, the 
Resource Recovery Centre, Greenwaste 
Acceptance Facility and the landfill on 
Marlborough Anniversary,  
Monday 31 October are below.
Transfer stations
Blenheim
Monday 31 October - 8.00 am to 4.30 pm
Picton
Monday 31 October - 8.00 am to 4.00 pm
Havelock
Monday 31 October - 8.00 am to 2.00 pm
Rai Valley, Seddon and Wairau Valley transfer 
stations will be closed on Monday 31 October.
Resource Recovery Centre and Greenwaste 
Acceptance Facility
Monday 31 October - 8.00 am to 4.30 pm

Landfill
Monday 31 October - 8.00 am to 12.00 pm
Kerbside rubbish and recycling collections 
Rubbish bags and recycling crates normally 
collected on Mondays will be collected on 
Tuesday 1 November.
Please make sure your bag and crate is out 
on the kerb by 7.30 am.
Marlborough District Libraries 
Marlborough District Library (Blenheim) and 
Picton Library and Service Centre will be 
open as usual over the weekend but will be 
closed on Monday 31 October.
Bus services
Bus services will not operate on Monday 31 
October. Normal services resume on Tuesday 
1 November.

The following meeting is open to the 
public and anyone is welcome to attend. 
A copy of the agenda will be available 
online and at Council’s office,  
15 Seymour Street. 

Assets & Services Committee
Thursday 17 November at 9.00 am
The time and date may be subject to 
change, please contact the Committee 
Secretary, Ph: 03 520 7400 for 
confirmation.
Please note the Blenheim Customer 
Service Centre is closed on Wednesdays 
from 12.30 pm to 1.30 pm.

Council
meetings

Temporary road closure - 13  December 2022 -  
NMIT Graduation Parade
On Tuesday 13 December 2022 from  
3:00 pm to 3.45 pm the following roads 
are to be closed to ordinary vehicle traffic 
for the NMIT Graduation Parade. 
The streets involved are from the Clubs  
of Marlborough:
•   Alfred Street between Seymour Street, 

Hutcheson Street and Market Street 
north intersections.

•   Market Street north from Alfred Street 
to High Street intersections, including 
the ramp outside Cafe le Cupp

•   High Street between Market Street 
north, Queen Street and  
Seymour Street

•   Seymour Street from High Street to 
Alfred Street

•   Returning to Clubs of Marlborough via 
Alfred Street

During the period of closure, ordinary 
vehicular traffic may use the road being 
closed between events under the 

supervision and authority of an  
Officer of the New Zealand Police  
(Traffic Safety Branch).
It will be an offence under the above 
regulations for any person other  
than under the authority of an  
authorised permit to use the road for 
ordinary vehicular traffic during the 
period of closure.
This notice is given pursuant to the 
Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure) 
Regulations 1965.
Persons wishing to object to the proposal 
are to lodge their objection in writing 
before 24 November 2022, at the office 
of Marlborough Roads, The Forum, 
Market Street, Blenheim, PO Box 1031, 
Blenheim, 7240.
Any enquiries should be addressed to 
Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads  
Ph: 021 923 536.
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