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Although the boil water notice has been lifted for Seddon township, the Awatere and  
Dashwood rural areas are still subject to a boil water notice.
Water from the Council’s reticulation network providing water to the Awatere and Dashwood  
rural areas should be boiled. It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standard  
and may contain bacteria or protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for 
drinking, food preparation or cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School.
For further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice 

The following committee meetings are 
open to the public and anyone is welcome 
to attend. Copies of the agendas will be 
available online and at the Council’s Office,  
15 Seymour Street. 

Environment 
Thursday 11 March at 9.00 am

Planning, Finance & Community 
Thursday 18 March at 9.00 am

Times and dates may be subject to change. 
Please contact the Committee Secretary,  
Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.

Council
meetings
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Ground broken for Muller Road services upgrade
Investigation works are nearing completion 
and digging has started in Muller Road as 
part of a significant services upgrade.
The Council is replacing the wastewater, 
stormwater and water mains along Muller 
Road, between Redwood Street and Weld 
Street. 
The $3.4 million upgrade is part of the town’s 
30-year infrastructure upgrade strategy. 
Completion is scheduled for late this year.
Contractor Fulton Hogan has begun 
excavating for the water mains works at the 
Redwood Street end of Muller Road.

Detours are now in place as these works 
progress. There will be no vehicle access to 
Muller Road from the Scott Street entrance 
for the next month. 
The major stormwater and wastewater 
replacement works are scheduled to start in 
early April, and road closures will be in place 
on Muller Road (from Redwood Street to 
Weld Street) until the works are completed 
later this year.  
Please follow the detour signs so this work 
can be completed safely.

Inflation and rising costs force proposed rates increase 
A combination of factors are combining to 
push up this year’s proposed rates increase 
to just under 6%. Mayor John Leggett and 
councillors discussed and considered a wide 
variety of budget items at last week’s Long 
Term Plan (LTP) Budget meeting.
“This year’s rates rise will be higher than 
what we are used to, through a combination 
of inflation, increased infrastructure 
expenditure due to Marlborough’s growth, 
COVID recovery work and new Government 
regulations, primarily on freshwater 
monitoring and drinking water standards,”  
he said.
He noted that most councils around the 
country are facing large rates increases. 
“Environment Canterbury is considering  
a rates increase of 24.5%. Fortunately,  
we are nowhere near that level. Most councils 
are under the same or greater pressure than 
us.”
“Although we will need to increase our debt, 
our borrowings will be the equivalent of a 
$50,000 loan on a one million dollar house 
- in other words it’s manageable for us to 
take on that debt. It also spreads the cost 
of our increased infrastructure investment 
across the generations and provides 
intergenerational equity, so that not all the 
costs fall on today’s ratepayers.”  
Some of the key items the Council 
considered in adopting the ten year  
budgets were:
•  The water, sewerage and stormwater capital 

programme
•  Increased roads and footpaths budgets
•  A new COVID-19 Rates Relief Reserve, 

which will run for at least three years and  
significantly reduce the impact of general 
rates rises

A number of requests for funding ‘levels of 
service’ increases were supported by the 
councillors, including:
•  A proposal to increase parking charges 

in Blenheim and Picton by 50%, but keep 
the first hour’s park free (charges had not 
increased since 2014)

•  Funding to run and fit out the Marlborough 
Events Centre (formerly the Marlborough 
Convention Centre)

•  Various economic development and 
regional events items, including setting up a 
Screen Marlborough office and developing 
a technology sector strategy

•  Extended funding for the Small Townships 
Programme through to 2031

•  New CCTV and WiFi funding
•  Funding the building of 12 new senior 

housing units in George Street
•  Increased funding for sport and recreation 

facilities, community facilities and  
earthquake strengthening the Renwick 
Museum 

•  Funding to process the Pelorus Sound/Te 
Hoiere multi-beam survey data

•  Funding the increased monitoring and 
reporting required under the National Policy 
Statement for Freshwater Management

•  Funding for the Town Branch/Snowdens 
Basin Drain stormwater upgrade

•  New weighbridges for waste management 
in Blenheim

The LTP 2021-2031 Consultation Document 
will be adopted by the Council for  
consultation on Thursday 1 April. 
Public submissions run from 1 April until 6 
May with hearings in early June. The Council 
will make its final deliberations on 8 June and 
adopt the LTP on 24 June. New rates will be 
effective on 1 July. 

Sounds of Christmas
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Road New Speed  
Restriction

Current 
Speed

Location/ description

Seymour Street 30 50 Alfred Street - Scott Street

Alfred Street 30 50 SH1 - Seymour Street

Hutcheson Street 30 50 Alfred Street to the Taylor River Bridge

Beaver Road 30 50 Full length

Battys Road 50 80 Move posted 50kph to 260m south of David 
Street to the bridge over Yelverton Stream

David Street 50 70 Full length

Alabama Road 60 70/80 SH1 - 520m east of Redwood Street

School Road 40 70 Full length

Dry Hills Lane 60 80 From Alabama Road south for 475m

Dry Hills Lane 50 80 From 475m south of Alabama Road

Dry Hills Rise 50 80 Full length

Old Renwick Road 80 100 SH6 to 100m west of Hammerichs Road

Old Renwick Road 50 70 100m west of Hammerichs Road to Waipuna 
Street

Blicks Lane 50 70 Full length

Rene Street 50 70 Full length

Thomsons Ford Road 50 70 60m north of Old Renwick Road

Rose Manor Drive 50 100 Full length

Rembrandt Drive 50 100 Full length

Spencer Place 50 100 Full length

Hunter Road 60 80 SH 1- 500m east of SH1

Blind Creek Road 60 80 500m east of Hunter Road intersection

Campbells Road 40 100 Full length

Cotterill Street 40 100 Full length

London Quay 30 50 Full length

High Street 30 50 London Quay - Waikawa Road

Wellington Street 30 50 London Quay - Waikawa Road

Endeavour Lane 30 50 Full length

Lower speed limits coming soon
Slower speeds are just around the corner for a number of Marlborough roads in a bid to put 
the brake on vehicles and reduce crashes.
The full Council has voted to proceed with amendments to the existing bylaw as a result 
of the Local Road Speed Limits Bylaw Review. After a call to action to slow speeds in the 
interests of public safety by residents in various areas around the region, the Council 
decided to consult with the community about possible changes. 
The two-stage consultation process in 2019 and 2020 was managed by the Council’s local 
roads asset management agency, Marlborough Roads. Formal consultation took place in 
September 2020 with 41 submissions received. 
“The consultation process showed there was widespread support for reduced speeds 
across the region,” said Regional Transport Committee chair, Councillor Francis Maher. 
“Most people told us they wanted a consistent district-wide approach to speed limit changes 
so that is what we have done. We want to reduce injuries on our roads - slowing speeds is 
one of the best tools in the toolbox to achieve this,” he said.
“Some areas where speeds have been lowered still have residential growth ahead of them, 
so this is future proofing. On paper it looks a dramatic change in some speeds but in reality 
it won’t make much of a difference in travel times - it will, however, make a big change to 
safety outcomes,” said Clr Maher.
The speed limit changes take effect from 1 April 2021, allowing time for signage to be 
updated. Details on the 2021 amended speed limit schedules and maps will also be posted 
on the Council website.

Like some extra dollars in your back pocket?
A few extra dollars is always helpful and if 
you are a ratepayer on a low income, you 
may qualify for a rates rebate.
To qualify, you need to be paying t he rates 
on the home you live in, your name must 
be on the rates invoice and your home 
cannot be used principally for farming or 
business purposes.
How much the rebate will be depends on 
the amount of your rates, the total income 
of you and your partner, and the number of 
dependants living with you. It could be up 
to $655.
You will need your income details for 
the year ended 31 March 2020 for the 
application. Check your eligibility online 
here: https://bit.ly/3eDi2Ek

You can apply in person at the Council 
offices in Blenheim or Picton - a customer 
services officer will complete the form 
electronically with you. Alternatively apply 
online here: www.marlborough.govt.nz/
services/rates/forms-rates/rates-rebate-
application/?ed-step=1
Applications close for this rating year on 30 
June 2021 and there are no late applications 
accepted. For more information phone the 
Council on 03 520 7400 or email 
mdc@marlborough.govt.nz 

Free computer courses at the district library
The ‘Stepping Up’ computer courses offered at the Marlborough District Library (Blenheim) 
are for adults to learn new skills and gain confidence using a computer or smart phone.
Funded in partnership with the 20/20 Trust and REAP Marlborough, these courses are 
provided free of charge.
Upcoming courses include smart phone use, Google Drive, Pinterest and online 
newspapers.
Courses run on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 9.00 am to 11.00 am.
There are limited places so register today to secure your place. Phone 03 520 7491 or visit 
Marlborough District Library (Blenheim) to book.

Kerbside recycling tips
It’s been a typically windy Marlborough summer - conditions which mean we all need to take 
a bit of care with the kerbside recycling bins.
Please don’t overload the bins. Paper and cardboard will drift up the street and it’s really not 
part of the collectors’ job to run up and down retrieving litter blowing about in the wind.
Place the bins where they can be seen easily - as close to the kerb as possible. That makes it 
less likely your bin will be missed.
Please take the time to rinse out your jars and cans. Some basic cleanliness makes the job 
less unpleasant for the collectors handling your rubbish. Should we really have to mention 
that dirty disposable nappies and bags of dog deposits don’t go into the recycling bin?
Please wrap small amounts of broken glass and put into your black rubbish bag - not the 
recycling bin. Large amounts of glass - like a broken window - should be taken direct to the 
transfer station.

Moorings solution - request for information 
The Council invites interested parties to register their interest and submit information to  
develop a new moorings solution at Waikawa Bay, near Waitohi/Picton.
There are 243 moorings in Waikawa Bay and the Council wishes to better manage them as  
part of a pilot project. This may later extend to the 4,000 moorings managed across the 
Marlborough Sounds.
The Council wants to gain an understanding of available mooring systems which ensure 
navigational safety, optimise available space and minimise environmental impacts.  
The Council also wishes to be made aware of the range of digital mooring management 
technologies which will support its objectives.
Details of this RFI are available at www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/tenders/tender-list  
or contact Project Manager Andy Jones at andy.jones@marlborough.govt.nz or on  
027 216 8896.

Rai Valley A+P Show
Sat 6 March; 8.00 am – 8.00 pm
Carluke Domain, Rai Valley

CANCELLED

Film + Feast - Alice in 
Wonderland
Sat 6 March; 7.30 pm – 10.00 pm
Picton Foreshore

POSTPONED - DATE TBC

Ted’s Big Day Out
Sun 7 March; 12.00 pm – 4.00 pm
Baden Powell, Pollard Park, Blenheim

POSTPONED -  
NEW DATE 21 MARCH

Council’s drain spraying programme to control weeds in open drains will begin on Monday 
15 March. Spraying will take place in Council-maintained drains and watercourses on the 
Lower Wairau Plains, east of Jacksons Road and Grahams Road.
If you use water from drains or watercourses in the area for irrigation, stock or harvesting 
watercress, please check in with the Council’s contractor, Downer, Ph: 03 577 5807.
The spray operation is in accordance with the Marlborough Environment Plan Vol 2  
(Sect 2.12.11.). For any enquiries, please contact Steve Bezar on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Control of aquatic weeds in watercourses

The recent extended dry spell means all of 
Marlborough’s rivers have been at low levels 
over the past few weeks, impacting on 
irrigation water availability. 
Of the major irrigation rivers, there are, or 
have been, restrictions on the Awatere 
and Waihopai, as well as restrictions on a 
number of smaller water sources. 
“The Wairau River, the largest irrigation 
source, was very close to shut-off last week, 
but the rain mid-week brought enough of a 
lift to delay that by about another week, and 
eased restrictions in other areas as well,” 
said Council hydrologist, Val Wadsworth. 
Rainfall varied from up to 30mm north of 
the Wairau River, to just a few millimetres in 
lower East Coast areas.

“Some restrictions are still in place, and there 
is still the possibility of further restrictions, so 
irrigators should keep checking the Council 
website to ensure they comply with their 
conditions,” he said.
Some rain is also forecast for this week, 
which may help the situation, and 
cooler conditions, plus the onset of the 
grape harvest will also reduce irrigation 
requirements.

Marlborough river levels low

Recent rain has helped boost the Wairau River, 
Marlborough’s largest irrigation source

Have your say on Marlborough’s future waste services

How we manage and minimise waste for 
the next six years is open for discussion with 
the Council’s strategy now open for public 
comment.
The draft Waste Management and 
Minimisation Plan (WMMP) 2021-27 has been 
developed following extensive consultation 
with the community. Final input is now sought.
Solid Waste Manager Alec McNeil said the 
Council wanted to be sure nothing had been 
missed. “The draft plan has been informed 
by a waste assessment which looked at 
current quantities and composition of waste 
and diverted materials, and existing waste 
services. We also considered predicted future 
demand for services and the best options for 
this."

The WMMP, required by the Waste 
Minimisation Act (WMA) 2008, considers 
the types of waste and reused, recycled or 
composted materials that are generated in 
Marlborough and how these are currently 
processed. 
Submissions must be made by 4.00 pm on 31 
March and a hearing will be held on 21 April 
between 9.00 am and noon. All submissions 
will be considered before the final plan is 
submitted to the full Council on 13 May for 
adoption.
For more information or to submit go to: 
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-
council/have-your-say-consultations 
Copies of the draft plan, waste assessment 
and hard copy submission forms are available 
at the Council offices and the district libraries 
in Blenheim and Picton. 
Any queries should be directed to the 
Council’s Solid Waste Manager, Alec McNeil 
Ph: 03 520 7541  
or alec.mcneil@marlborough.govt.nz
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Taylor River silt removal works underway
A little short-term ‘pain’ will bring long-term 
gain for Taylor River pathway users.
Works have started to remove more 
than half a metre of excess silt from the 
berm of the Taylor River Reserve. “This 
work happening over the next week is 
in preparation for further widening in the 
coming months. The end result will be 
a wider pathway, ” said Parks and Open 
Spaces' Robert Hutchinson.

“The amount of silt build up shows just how 
much is carried by the river. Its removal 
helps the hydraulics of the river to create a 
greater carrying capacity. The Taylor River 
area is flood prone and works such as these 
ensure the town continues to be protected,” 
he said.
These latest works are on the southern side 
of the Taylor River between Beaver Road 
and Henry Street.
Contractors Simcox Construction will be 
removing material and this will be used at 
a later date for stopbank repairs. “Pathway 
users are advised to please read the 
signage and stay away from the taped off 
areas. There will be diggers and trucks on 
site,” said Robert.
Walkers and bikers will have to walk on the 
grass around the affected areas and should 
avoid the machinery. Simcox will limit the 
trucks when children are travelling to and 
from school.

https://bit.ly/3eDi2Ek
http://www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/rates/forms-rates/rates-rebate-application/?ed-step=1 
http://www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/rates/forms-rates/rates-rebate-application/?ed-step=1 
http://www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/rates/forms-rates/rates-rebate-application/?ed-step=1 
mailto:mdc@marlborough.govt.nz  
http://www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/tenders/tender-list
mailto:andy.jones@marlborough.govt.nz
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/have-your-say-consultations
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/have-your-say-consultations
https://bit.ly/2ZOUXbb 
mailto:alec.mcneil@mawrlborough.govt.nz

