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Picton Regional Forum held at 
Marina Cove Retirement Village, 53 Waikawa Road, Picton, 

on Monday 7 July 2025, at 2.00 pm 

Present 
Clr Barbara Faulls (Chairperson). 

Group Representatives 
Clr Raylene Innes (Marlborough District Council), Clr Ben Minehan (Marlborough District Council), Jodie Griffiths 
(Marlborough District Council), Julie McFadden (Ngakuta Bay Community Association), Norm Hyde and 
Di Beaumont (Tirimoana & Anakiwa Resident’s Association), Beryl Bowers (Picton Historical Society), 
Michelle Campbell (Grey Power), Brian Henstock (Picton RSA), Stuart Eyes (Waikawa Ratepayers Association), 
Marie-Jeanette van der Wal (Picton Combined Churches Chair), Sally Lang (Marina Cove Resident), John Leith 
(Marina Cove Resident), and Raewyn Buchanan (Karaka Point & Environs Residents Inc). 

Guest Speakers 
Chris Moller (NZTA/Waka Kotahi) (via Teams). 

Welcome 
Clr Faulls welcomed people to the meeting. 

1. Apologies 
Dean Heiford (Marlborough District Council), Scott Fuller and Hamish Watson (Picton Business Group), 
Janette Howard (Greater Whatamango Bay Residents' Association), Margaret McHugh (Picton, Marlborough 
Sounds Tourism Association), Quentin Doig (Marlborough Community Vehicle Trust), Don Miller (Greater 
Whatamango Bay Residents Association), Renee Love (Te Atiawa), Bosun Huntley (Marlborough Recreational 
Fishers Association), and Connie Smith (Port Marlborough). 

The apologies were moved by Clr Faulls, seconded by Michelle Campbell, and the motion was carried. 
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2. Confirmation of previous meeting minutes 
The minutes of the meeting held on 5 May 2025 were confirmed, other than that Raewyn Buchanan had put 
in her apology for that meeting.  Moved by Clr Faulls and seconded by Michelle Campbell. 

3. Endeavour Subdivision Update (Handout) (Ian Sutherland, 
Marlborough District Council) 

• Ian Sutherland provided a written submission which is attached as Appendix A. 

• Discussion was held about this. 

• Clr Faulls suggested if people have further concerns at the end of the meeting about this project to email 
them through to herself and Cllrs Minehan and Innes, who will follow up with the Planners at Council. 

• The difference between retention and detention was clarified.  Detention can have a slow release of water 
into a specified area.  It all comes down to the meaning of the word in the Resource Management Act 
which is currently under review. 

Questions/Answers 
• On the triangle that is showing on the site, has the Council acquired the section of the Endeavour Stream 

going from there towards Ranui Street?  Who actually owns the stream?  Who owns that piece of land 
there? 

Clr Minehan stated that it was part of the Victoria Domain Reserve, which is Council owned.  
Some Council staff have been to inspect the cracked willow trees down there.  They want to see the 
willow trees chemically controlled all the way down the creek to stop siltation.  Clr Minehan has talked to 
Jane Tito about this and there is budget for killing the willow trees all the way down towards the sea. 

• The report talks about a 100-year event, and we have just had three 100-year events in the last three 
years. 

• Are we going to get a timeline of when this is going to happen? 

The subdivision consent has not been fully granted yet. 

The review of the RMA is happening at the moment which requires a lot of work, including around building 
infrastructure and where and how we build, is it resilient, natural hazards, flooding, and sea level rise so 
government are looking at the issues we have. 

• If they have got water going there now, will they get insurance if they build there? 

The same has occurred post-liquefaction after earthquakes in Canterbury. 

• What is defined as “clean water” for the clean waterway? 

Clr Faulls will follow up on what the definition of “clean” is. 

• Clr Minehan suggested it might be a good idea to have Ian Sutherland do a site visit? 

We may follow up on this.  The ground is unstable. 
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4. Picton Road Changes Update (Chris Moller, NZTA/Waka 
Kotahi) 

• The purpose for today is to give a brief introduction or overview of the project. 

• A presentation is attached as Appendix B. 

Questions/Answers 
• You are virtually making Dublin Street State Highway 1, and when you get to the railway crossing up 

Dublin Street, and an overbridge one day, the big trucks have to stop before the railway crossing and then 
go up a hill and they have a right-of-way.  The concern is that these trucks are huge and could be 
stopping up the hill and could be over the railway line, where you are not allowed to stop.  How is that 
going to work when there is a railway crossing there?  With all the weight of the truck and trailer, how will 
that work?  The concern is that it will be difficult to start the heavy truck to go up and over a steep hill, that 
it will be dangerous. 

The Stop sign on Dublin Street will be taken away and it will become free flow.  There will eventually be a 
bridge put in there and it will come right. 

• State Highway 1 will be maintained by NZTA, so you are taking the highway from Auckland Street, down 
over the railway line, down Wairau Road, over a bridge and then down around Nelson Square?  Who is 
going to maintain the railway line, the bridge, and going out of Picton on Wairau Road?  Who will be 
maintaining that road? 

Currently Marlborough Roads maintain all the roads.  Even the local roads are being maintained by 
Marlborough Roads, so that will not change.  It is just the designation that will change.  The level of 
maintenance will be slightly higher because it will be maintained as a State Highway. 

So the ratepayers will maintain the bridge? 

Nelson Square through to Auckland Street to the port will revert to Marlborough District Council to 
maintain. 

Will that cost us more money, for the bridge and railway line and everything like that?  Who maintains the 
railway crossing? 

KiwiRail maintain the railway crossing.  That will be a KiwiRail driven project.  KiwiRail will maintain the 
bridge over Broadway Street which is a local road. 

• Feedback from the community drop-in sessions is that the Picton Village Bakery owner has a problem 
with traffic flow in and out of his shop, with a road sign covering his entrance, and the two parks by the 
library are a good place to park, popular, have there been any tweaks to that? 

NZTA are going to remove some centre islands on Auckland Street.  The crossing stays.  On the opposite 
side it remains as is.  It will open up the section so he can use it as he currently uses it. 

The reason for removing the two parking spots on Dublin Street in front of the library car park is to allow 
for backup in busy traffic.  It will be discussed tomorrow whether to retain those parking spaces or remove 
them. 

• NZTA are having a meeting tomorrow, 8 July, to discuss feedback.  Because this is a local road.  
The sooner that can be conveyed back to the bakery the better. 

• Wairau Road / Kent Street intersection changes were discussed.  How will they stop trucks parking 
around Nelson Square? 
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That should be addressed with a new bylaw to alleviate this. 

• The trucks that do park there, they are not self-contained are they?  How many truck drivers sleep there 
overnight? 

Data on that is unclear, but they can walk to the motels close by. 

• It is quite dangerous, if you come out of York Street to turn into the Square at The Crow Tavern, the one-
way sign is obstructed because trucks park in front of it and you get a lot of foreigners turning out of York 
Street and turning right onto the Square the wrong way because the sign is obscured by trucks. 

The Cllrs will inquire into getting a right-hand turn prohibited sign painted on the York Street corner. 

• There is truck parking at the Waitohi Domain area.  The truck drivers have said it is too tight there.  
The problem is the trucks do not have facilities, has that been addressed? 

The plan is to provide some basic facilities there, including toilets and maybe a kitchen.  Land for this is 
waiting to be released from iReX. 

• What provision has been made for cyclists and a cycleway?  Is NZTA working in conjunction with the 
Whale Trail? 

There will be increased markings for cycleways and footpaths.  Yes, around and into Wairau Road to 
Kent Street. 

We are not working in connection with the Whale Trail; just upgrading these intersections. 

• Which way are you anticipating the logging trucks coming around to the wharf from Port Underwood, from 
Waikawa Road through Picton?  Coming from Waikawa Road going to Picton Port to unload their logs, 
which way will they come through town?  There will be a lot of trucks and trailers coming through Picton 
town.  Will they come through that Auckland Street / Dublin Street intersection? 

NZTA want to improve this and use Kent Street as the main route. 

Clr Faulls will send an email to Wayne Oldfield with a query about logging trucks. 

• Safety improvements will be made along Kent Street for side streets to get better visibility entering onto 
Kent Street.  Some parking spaces will be taken out for this reason.  The sight lines are also to do with 
driveways. 

The old pedestrian crossing by Picton School on Kent Street will be moved back to its original position, 
towards the corner of Kent and Buller Streets.  By moving the pedestrian crossing we will gain a few 
parks along Kent Street as well. 

NZTA will keep monitoring it. 

There could be some underground waterline, sewer and stormwater line upgrades.  Once those scopes 
are finalised there will be a more detailed construction period.  It could take about six months. 

• Do we need the railway line, as the new ferries are not putting in a new ferry with railways? 

Yes, the new ferries will be rail enabled. 

• Charlotte Campbell-Lamerton has some new brochures for changes to the Picton to Blenheim bus that 
start today which were available at the meeting today. 
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5. Community Grant Applications Update (Jodie Griffiths, 
Marlborough District Council) 

• Applications for community groups close on 25 July.  These are for Council supporting community groups 
for their projects up to $10,000.  All applicants will need to contribute towards the project themselves, from 
either within their group or another funding source.  Council are really looking for small, one-off projects 
rather than long-term ongoing costs. 

Some Community Grant Clinics will be held at Council, but Jodie is happy to talk with anyone in Picton, 
either online or in Picton, to help with the applications. 

• Jodie recently attended a new community meeting held at Heartlands Centre about social services 
happening in the community.  St Vincents will take the lead on this with a key role in helping social 
services in the community, for Heartlands Group. 

6. Actions from the previous meeting 

 Action Person Responsible 

1. Follow up on a request for one-way arrow signs going in and 
out of Anakiwa village.  Completed, it has been assessed by 
Marlborough Roads. 

Clr Ben Minehan 

2. Provide an update on the lakes/ponds proposed to be built for 
water runoff for the new Endeavour Subdivision development.  
Completed. 

Clr Barbara Faulls / 
Ian Sutherland 

3. Investigate why there is no free parking in Picton on Saturday 
afternoons?  Pending. 

Clr Ben Minehan 

4. Follow up on what the speed restrictions at Para Swamp are 
for.  Completed. 

Clr Ben Minehan 

7. General Business 
• Tirimoana & Anakiwa Resident’s Association 

• The drain issue down Anakiwa Road has been discussed with Clr Faulls. 

• Wayne Oldfield emailed Clr Minehan, about the safety assessment on Anakiwa Road stating that 
the current signage is sufficient.  Concrete channels will be installed further along the road to 
improve the width of the road.  He is referring to the area near Tirimoana Jetty. 

The frontage is road reserve, so they need to fix it. 

It is a moveable feast.  It requires a bit more than concrete curbing.  The whole hill is moving down 
towards the sea, and it is an ongoing issue.  It is located between 303 and 305. 

Clr Minehan stated it is the intensity of the rain that causes slips.  Rain over a long period is not the 
problem.  It is the weight and volume of the water, and intensity of the rainfall on the soil is what is 
causing the slips. 
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• Having looked through the Council’s Environment Plan for the Marlborough Sounds a member sees 
that liveaboard boats are not banned, except that they come under the disposal of waste.  It is 
obvious from observation of the four liveaboard boats in the Anakiwa area they do not carry waste 
ashore, so they are obviously disposing of it into the harbour.  They do not leave their moorings, so 
they are there 24/7 and not complying with the waste rules. 

• At our last meeting, the issue was raised about mooring Consent Transfers and the comment about 
condition of transfers to non-locals was not in the existing consent there is not much you can do 
about it.  Mr Hyde begs to differ, because the consent is for the person who holds the consent.  
That gives them the consent to put down hardware at that point in the harbour.  It does not 
necessarily mean that when they come to sell their hardware that they are selling the right to put 
that down in the same place.  That does not mean that Council is bound to transfer it to somebody 
else that does not have property. 

• Clr Raylene Innes stated it is her understanding that every consent, if there is a mooring that has 
been sold and they want to on-sell it, eventually that mooring will have an expiry date on it.  
From that date they will definitely be bound by the new consent conditions, whatever is in the new 
Marlborough Environment Plan.  It is only valid for the term of that original consent.  It does not give 
the right of renewal.  They have to own land as well in the same bay. 

• Is the new owner being notified by Council about this because they do not own property? 

Clr Faulls has an email about this from Gina Ferguson which she will forward to Norm Hyde. 

• What does, “connection with the bay,” mean? 

That will be extracted out of the new consents process. 

We may need to invite Gina Ferguson to talk to the group. 

Discussion was had around mooring consents. 

• Marina Village Resident 

• John Leith is just observing at the meeting and interested in what is going on here. 

• Ngakuta Bay Community Association 

• We are doing fine and doing well with pest control. 

• Picton RSA 

• Next year the Picton RSA will have been in business 80 years.  They moved into the Texas Bar, 
which closed last Saturday.  The RSA have now got nowhere to go. 

• They have a meeting on Wednesday, but it is not looking good. 

• They need to have a committee meeting. 
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• Marina Cove / Grey Power 

• They are looking at running a Candidates meeting.  Marina Cove does one for residents, but 
Grey Power may also run one. 

• Rate rebates are coming up on 1 July for 2025 and people over 65 can apply for it.  The base line 
has been increased this year, from $31,500 to $45,000 as the eligibility rate.  Have another look.  
There is a high chance some couples may now be able to apply for it. 

• Lewis Jones (FENZ) is doing amazing things out in the community, touching base with individuals 
who are isolated and struggling and he is working well with Grey Power and community groups in 
Picton, as well as Lions. 

• There is a working group headed by Robyn Searle about Access and Mobility and getting a hoist 
for the swimming pool in town.  She would encourage people to give their feedback about it. 

• Waitohi Emergency West Services Team 

• A lot of work is going on behind the scenes. 

• A stakeholders meeting was held and there was good support from the community.  Another flyer 
will be coming out next week.  The next meeting will be 29 July. 

• Karaka Point & Environs Residents Association 

• There have been a couple of slips recently, and contractors are digging into the roadside, down 
near the end of Whatamango Bay. 

• There are slips behind Beeches Bay, and Sunshine Heights, which are being cleaned up. 

• It was encouraging to see someone was shovelling the slip, from Karaka Point, working their way 
around the roads cleaning up small slips.  This was locals helping locals and being proactive. 

• It would be good to have a specific central contact so then information can be forwarded on. 

• Storm information can be sent to this email, recovery@marlborough.govt.nz, and it can then be 
distributed out to communities or departments as required. 

• Picton Historical Society 

• A new display was at the library recently, on Queen Charlotte College’s 60th year.  Beryl Bowers 
contacted her contacts and had three people come over from Australia and a gathering of 40 
people was held at The Barn in Picton. 

• The cladding at the museum is not very good and needs repair.  Quotes for this work have been 
put out.  They are also looking at funding agencies to help pay for it. 

It would be good for them to contact the Heritage Team in Council about this, or the Rata 
Foundation and Pub Charities. 

  

mailto:recovery@marlborough.govt.nz
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• Waikawa Ratepayers Association 

• Is this the last session where locals can talk in meetings before the Council Elections? 

The councillors can still be contacted by telephone or email but are not allowed to attend or hold 
formal meetings. 

• A voice of appreciation was given to the councillors for the work they have done for the community. 

• Picton’s Powerhouse Reserve 

• A document about the Picton Powerhouse is attached as Appendix C.  The Engagement Survey is 
now open and available online. 

8. Actions from the meeting 
 Action Person Responsible 

1. Follow up on defining the word “clean” in terms of waterways. Clr Barbara Faulls 

2. Cllrs will look into getting a right-hand turn prohibited sign 
painted on the road exiting York Street onto Nelson Square. 

Clr Barbara Faulls / Clr Raylene 
Innes / Wayne Oldfield 

3. Email Wayne Oldfield with a query around the log truck route to 
get from Waikawa through town to the logging port or 
Shakespeare Bay. 

Clr Barbara Faulls / Wayne 
Oldfield 

4. Follow up on the drain issue down Anakiwa Road. Clr Barbara Faulls / 
Gina Ferguson 

5. Forward an email about mooring consents information to 
Norm Hyde. 

Clr Barbara Faulls 

6. Invite Gina Ferguson to speak to the group about mooring 
consents. 

Clr Barbara Faulls / 
Kirsty Baldwin 

1. Proposed Future Speakers 
• Picton Air Quality Management Update (Dr Sarah Pearson, MDC). 

• Roading Update (Charlotte Campbell-Lamerton, Marlborough Roads). 

• Picton Sewerage Update (Stephen Rooney, MDC). 

• Picton Business Group Update (Hamish Watson, Picton Business Group). 

• Marlborough Conservation Trust Update (James Wilson, Bryn Evans, Picton Dawn Chorus). 

• Northwest Waikawa Marina Update (Gavin Beattie, Port Marlborough). 

• Arapawa Island Paua (Mike and Antonia Radon, Arapawa Sea Farms Ltd). 

• Ngati Kuia Nursery / Te Hoiere Project (Pelorus). 

• Marlborough Sounds Blue Cod Review Update (Oliver Wade, MDC and/or Ministry for Primary Industries). 
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• Marlborough Sounds Fishing Update (Eric Jorgensen, Sustainable Seas). 

• Picton Happenings Update (Debra Martis, Picton Happenings). 

• King Salmon Update (Representative, New Zealand King Salmon). 

• Port Marlborough Pending Projects Update (Representative, Port Marlborough). 

• Greg Billington (Private Individual, Sculpture and Art Trail in Waitohi/Picton). 

2. Proposed Meeting Dates for 2025 
Picton Regional Forum 

• 1 September 2025 – cancelled due to Council Elections 

• 10 November 2025 

 
The meeting closed at 4.20 pm.  
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ENDEAVOUR SUBDIVISION—UPDATE

Ian Sutherland —MDC Planner

Since  my la s t upda te  to the  Picton Regiona l Forum Mee ting the  following changes  have  been made  to the
subdivis ion applica tion:
• Instead of Endeavour Stream being used as stormwater detention area (which Council had concerns

over), the applicant now proposes to create two stormwater detention ponds within the development.
• These ponds are located at the either end of the development as shown on the scheme plan below



Page 11 

Picton Regional Forum Meeting Notes 7 July 2025 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Some  ke y fe a ture s  of the  de te ntion ponds  a re :

 They are designed to cater for a 100 year rain event (this is twice as much as the normal 1 in 50 year event
required by Councils Code of Practice for subdivision and land development). This means that the discharge of
stormwater from them into the Endeavour Stream will be no greater than the current pre -development run-off in
a 1 in 100 year rain event.

 They are designed to be completely drained and empty within 24 hours of a rain event ending.

 They will have slopes no steeper than 1 in 4 (for safety), and the banks around them will be planted to be
aesthetically pleasing.

 A 1.8m post and paling fence is to be erected between Endeavour Park Reserve and the detention pond at the
southern end of the development.

 Stormwater treatment devices are to be installed in the stormwater system to clean it before it is discharged into
Endeavour Stream.

 The lots will be subject to a condition limiting the maximum area of impermeable surfacing (to ensure the
stormwater design parameters are met).

 Some  othe r key fea ture s  with the  subdivis ion a re :

 The main wetland is to be enhanced by making it slightly larger (to make up for two smaller wetlands that
are being removed) and will have extensive plantings added. It will be vested as a reserve in Council
ownership, and a management plan for it is being prepared in consultation with Te Atiawa.

 A public path is to be formed beside the wetland to provide access to the existing tracks in Victoria
Domain.

 The new footpaths will be connected to the Endeavour Stream public walkway.

 A public path is to be formed from the new road into to Endeavour Park.
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 Curre nt Sta tus  of the  Applica tion

 As the land is zoned for residential development, and that Council staff are satisfied that the adverse
effects have been resolved and mitigated, public notification has not been considered necessary.

 Most of the assessments and issues have been addressed, however there is one final matter associated
with the stormwater management from a gully on Victoria Domain that is currently being finalized.

 It is anticipated that the consent will be issued within the next few weeks.
 At this stage it is not known for certain when the developer will commence works on the development, but

they do seem keen to make a start this coming spring/ summer.
 For more detail and information on this resource consent application, including the Resource Consent

once granted, please refer to Property Files Online on Councils website (www.marlborough.govt.nz), and
search for U230382 under the Resource Consent Number dropdown box option.
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Have your say on the future of Picton’s Powerhouse Reserve 

The Trust responsible for a unique collection of buildings in Picton is keen for the community to have a say on its 
future. 

The Picton Seaport Trust Board, made up of community and Council representatives, was formed at a Special 
General Meeting earlier this year to progress plans for the site. 

Nicola Neilson, one of three Council representatives on the Trust, said this was a community-led project working to 
revitalise the old Powerhouse site on Wairau Road.  Located beside the Picton skate park and comprising a 
collection of intriguing historic buildings and sheds, the Trust has identified an opportunity to develop the space 
into a vibrant hub for arts, environmental education, creativity and connection. 

The buildings include the former isolation ward from Picton Hospital built in 1930, the Thorburn Gallery which was 
built in the early 1900s and once part of the Weka Pass Railway Station near Waipara and six boat sheds 
relocated from Picton Marina when it was redeveloped. 

“The area has huge potential, and the Trust has decided a community survey is the best way to gather input to 
help shape priorities for the site before formal strategic planning starts. 

“We want to hear from the people of Marlborough to ensure that the space is developed in a way that reflects the 
community’s ideas, needs and aspirations.  The survey responses will help shape the vision, activities and 
priorities of the PowerHouse Reserve,” Mrs Neilson said. 

Mrs Neilson said the Picton Seaport Trust (formerly the Picton Foreshore Trust) had originally negotiated a lease 
with Council for the site in 2004 when the Powerhouse Reserve was established. 

“The Picton Seaport Trust’s original vision was to promote Picton and its maritime heritage as a visitor destination, 
through the founding of a Maritime Heritage Reserve containing various projects and preservation of historic 
buildings, artefacts, and memorabilia,” she said. 

“This would have included an early-1900s themed old-time movie house, where they would have shown their 
collection of early New Zealand historic and maritime films.” 

The lease between Council and the Picton Seaport Trust expired in July 2021 and since then Council staff have 
coordinated the day-to-day administration of the reserve and its buildings. 

“Now there is a new Trust established exclusively for charitable purposes who are keen to develop and promote 
the concept of an arts and environment-themed working village, fostering creativity, collaboration, and 
environmental stewardship. 

“This development is intended to attract visitors, enhance the amenities available to the public, and provide an 
inclusive, educational environment focused on the arts and sustainable living,” Mrs Neilson said. 

Once the future of the site is determined, the new Trust will apply for a resource consent to reflect the proposed 
wider community use of the Reserve, and a new lease will be required. 

The Powerhouse Reserve Community Engagement Survey takes around five minutes to complete and is available 
online until 30 July – to have your say go to: https://haveyoursay.marlborough.govt.nz/support-
services/powerhouse-reserve-community-survey/  

 

https://haveyoursay.marlborough.govt.nz/support-services/powerhouse-reserve-community-survey/
https://haveyoursay.marlborough.govt.nz/support-services/powerhouse-reserve-community-survey/
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Council’s Nicola Neilson outside the Thorburn Gallery, originally part of the Weka Pass Railway 
Station, which was relocated to the PowerHouse Reserve in 2008. 
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