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Picton Regional Forum held at 
Picton Emergency Centre, Memorial Park, Picton, 

on Monday 4 March 2024, at 1.30 pm 

Present 
Clr Barbara Faulls (Chairperson), Clr Ben Minehan (Marlborough District Council), and Clr Raylene Innes 
(Marlborough District Council). 

Group Representatives 
Raewyn Buchanan (Karaka Point & Environs Residents Association), Beryl Bowers (Picton Historical Society), 
Michelle Campbell (Grey Power), Monyeen Wedge (Queen Charlotte Sounds Residents Association), Stuart Eyes 
(Bike Walk Picton), Bosun Huntley (Marlborough Recreational Fishers Association), Nicola Neilson (Marlborough 
District Council), Chris Davies (Waikawa Ratepayers Association), Margaret McHugh (Picton, Marlborough 
Sounds Tourism), Don Miller (Greater Whatamango Bay Residents Association), Marie Jeanette van der Wal 
(Picton Anglican Holy Trinity Church, Picton Combined Churches Chair), Rob Dunn (Tirimoana Anakiwa 
Resident’s Association), Connie Smith (Port Marlborough), Clementine Rankin (Marlborough District Council). 

Guest Speakers 
Angela MacKenzie and George Shallcrass (Top of the South Wood Council), Dr Sarah Pearson (Marlborough 
District Council), Mike Davies (Marlborough District Council). 

Attending 
Kirsty Baldwin (Marlborough District Council Secretary) 

Opening Prayer 
Marie-Jeanette van der Wal of the Anglican Church of Picton did an opening prayer. 

Welcome 
People were welcomed to the meeting by Clr Faulls. 

1. Apologies 
Dean Heiford (Marlborough District Council) and Clr Allanah Burgess (Marlborough District Council), 
Richard Coningham (Marlborough District Council), Laurie Stevenson (Marlborough Recreational Fishers 
Association), Valerie Kenny (Picton Museum), and Julie McFadden (Ngakuta Bay Resident’s Association). 

It was moved that the apologies be accepted.  Carried. 
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2. Confirmation of previous meeting minutes 
The minutes of the meeting held on 13 November 2023 were confirmed as correct.  Moved by Clr Faulls and 
Seconded by Chris Davies. 

3. Forestry Update (Angela MacKenzie and George Shallcrass, 
Top of the South Wood Council) 

• Resource Consents have been done for streams and setbacks.  Forestry is not allowed to be planted 
within 8-10 metres of a stream or creek. 

• Harvesting crews are dealing with slash; shredding it, chipping it, using it on skid sites through the winter 
so that mud is not coming up or running down the slope.  The slash is binding it up and holding it there, 
which improves the soil make-up.  This is common around the country, not just the Marlborough Sounds. 

• Marlborough District Council (MDC) have a forestry meeting on Thursday 7 March.  Forestry will use 
mussel shell waste combined with slash waste. 

• Resource consents operate under the National Environment Standards (NES) for commercial forestry.  
That applies to any type of forestry activity in the Sounds. 

• Te Hoiere Project has five forestry projects underway. 

• New Zealand needs forestry in our economy.  The cost to every person in New Zealand will be over 
$2,000 to buy overseas climate credits if we do not meet our emission targets.  Forestry helps to offset 
these emissions. 

• Radiata pines operate as a nursery crop to natives. 

• A lot of these forests were planted approximately 27-28 years ago. 

• A lot of the planting in the Sounds was done through government subsidies and to stop the land from 
sliding away. 

• NIWA studies have been done, the last one in 2008.  Pine forests were thought to be the major contributor 
to sediment in the Sounds.  A recent study said 80% of the sediment in the Sounds is historic.  Forestry is 
not doing too badly if it is only 3 percent out of 20 percent impact. 

• There are rules around the grade of the slope.  There is a buffer zone around gullies and creeks, through 
the NPS for CF (NESCF). 

• The Marlborough Environment Plan imposes stringent regulations in Marlborough.  Coupe harvesting is 
done now in a lot of instances.  Different areas have different rules, ie, Tasman/Nelson are different to 
Marlborough. 

• The Roading Corridor is not owned by forestry and may have different rules through Waka Kotahi or 
Marlborough Roads, and Marlborough Lines.  Working with trees and power lines has a whole other level 
of operational risk involved. 

• Clear felling is the most economic way of doing forestry in New Zealand.  We are heavily reliant on Asia.  
Lower grade wood is exported overseas. 



Picton Regional Forum Meeting Notes 4 March 2024 

 

 

Page 3 

• It can be expensive for logging crews to shift their equipment and machinery from one block to another 
costing $10-$20,000 each move.  Compliance are trying to make their inspections more efficient so that 
these are done before equipment and machinery is moved off site. 

• Conditions are changing within resource consents for forestry.  The Marlborough Environment Plan allows 
Council to be more stringent.  There are general changes.  The issues are two-sided between Council and 
Forestry industries.  Take heart; everyone is listening. 

• Regarding Te Hoiere Forestry Projects here is a brief synopsis of the five projects: 

 Te Hoiere Project is a collaborative project which is working with the whole community to carry out 
landscape scale restoration projects to increase catchment health and put measures in place to prevent 
further degradation.  

 Top of the South Wood Council is a member of Te Hoiere Working Group and are project managing five 
forestry projects: 

• A sediment loading study to establish a clear understanding of the current sediment levels in streams 
within specific forests in Te Hoiere prior to harvesting.  This will serve as a critical baseline for future 
monitoring and management efforts and inform similar studies on other land uses in the area. 

• A post-harvest riparian native planting project to establish and test a number of current options in 
post-harvest riparian management in Te Hoiere with the intention of identifying either the most 
successful – in terms of biodiversity and stream health – or the factors that contribute to the most 
successful restorative outcomes. 

• A land transition study to identify owners who may want to transition areas within their property to 
another land use; understand where transitioning land may lead to better environmental and 
economic outcomes; and create an industry-led roadmap for landowners to effectively transition to 
alternative land uses, including funding and resources available. 

• A research project aimed at investigating the exclusion of introduced ungulates – deer, pigs and 
goats - from forests in Te Hoiere and the potential restorative impacts this could have on indigenous 
flora and fauna, aquatic health and carbon sequestration. 

• An access toolkit and forest database for researchers and monitoring teams to better engage with 
forestry owners throughout the catchment. 

Some useful links for reports/papers on land use, sediment and water quality in forests are attached 
below: 

 https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/repository/libraries/id:2ifzri1o01cxbymxkvwz/hierarchy/documents/environ
ment/coastal/sedimentation-reports-list/Sources_of_fine_sediment_Pelorus-NIWA_report.PDF 

 NIWA Client report (orc.govt.nz) 

 TamPak_chap5.indd (nrc.govt.nz) 

• A Water Quality in New Zealand Forests document is attached as Appendix A. 

Questions/Answers 
• Are we going to instigate a forestry slash practice? 

The environmental impact is higher if this is done.  Our window of vulnerability happens within the 7-year 
window after harvesting.  It is better to leave well managed, smaller ‘slash’ on slope to mulch down.  
Larger branches and logs tend to be taken off site now and are used in other ways.  The forestry industry 
is constantly trying to improve/use their waste. 

https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/repository/libraries/id:2ifzri1o01cxbymxkvwz/hierarchy/documents/environment/coastal/sedimentation-reports-list/Sources_of_fine_sediment_Pelorus-NIWA_report.PDF
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/repository/libraries/id:2ifzri1o01cxbymxkvwz/hierarchy/documents/environment/coastal/sedimentation-reports-list/Sources_of_fine_sediment_Pelorus-NIWA_report.PDF
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/_mbiC81JqyFvWX0TnHHmh?domain=goodwaterinotago.orc.govt.nz
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/xZEgCQny1xFA7mvixmPRd?domain=nrc.govt.nz
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• Are you going to re-plant native species? 

A lot of forestry blocks already have native plants in them.  Radiata trees operate as a nursery crop.  A lot 
of natives require canopy to bring them up. 

• Are we still exporting a lot to India? 

No, it has slowed down. 

• When Council was clearing out the big trees at Endeavour Estate recently, behind the Queen Charlotte 
College, were the regulations adhered to? 

It was privately owned land.  The private owner had the right to do this. 

• We all give to Food Banks and to those in need, yet those in need cannot stop to pick up rotting wood.  
Why isn’t something being done about this at a grass roots level, or through Lions, ie, firewood for winter? 

Slowly things are being given to charity.  The chipping companies need to find the markets for offcuts.  
It goes back to Health & Safety issues.  Clr Minehan is pushing this along within Council.  As long as no 
one is being paid it is not a Work Safe issue, it is considered voluntary.  It is a work in progress. 

4. National Policy for Freshwater Management Update 
(Dr Sarah Pearson, Marlborough District Council) 

• Dr Sarah Pearson did a presentation which is attached as Appendix B. 

• We have a new government so there is a new National Policy for Freshwater Management Update 
(NPSFM) Plan, which may not come into effect until 2026. 

• There is a lot of uncertainty for councils with the period of change. 

• There is a Proposed Marlborough Environment Plan which has set Marlborough up well. 

• There has been a big change in land use in Marlborough, with increasing vineyards having been planted, 
which can possibly affect water quality. 

• At this stage there will not be any more community engagement on this topic until clarity is gained from 
Central Government. 

• Attached are links to websites with information we have talked about today: 

- https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/environment/freshwater-management - main site. 

- https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/environment/freshwater-management/marlboroughs-freshwater - 
general information on Marlborough. 

- https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/environment/freshwater-management/freshwater-management-
units - more detailed info for each Freshwater Management Unit. 

Questions/Answers 
• Is there anywhere in New Zealand that meets World Safe Drinking Water Standards? 

Yes, we meet those.  The Water Services Act handles e-coli levels for drinking. 

https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/environment/freshwater-management
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/environment/freshwater-management/marlboroughs-freshwater
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/environment/freshwater-management/freshwater-management-units
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/environment/freshwater-management/freshwater-management-units
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• It is advised not to swim within three days after a big rainstorm event as there could be a lot of mud runoff 
into rivers and waterways. 

• If we collect our own water on-site, what is the chance of that becoming drinking water? 

If you are in a rural environment, you can capture water off your roof, but you still have to have filters and 
a UV system to make it safe to drink.  If you are in a rural area, you can capture rainwater off your roof 
because you are not on a reticulated supply.  You do have to have a water quality system.  You can have 
rainwater tanks to collect water for your gardens. 

• For people with stock, are people being encouraged, rather than having them drinking out of streams, can 
you have managed scenarios where stock can be encouraged to go and use a different system? 

There are stock regulations under the Resource Management National Rules to prohibit allowing farmers 
to get stock close to rivers.  Rivers must be fenced off to help mitigate water quality issues.  The distance 
depends on the size of the stream. 

Angela and George exited the meeting at 2.30 pm. 

5. Picton Water Restrictions and Management Update 
(Mike Davies, Marlborough District Council) 

• There are eight operators for the whole region servicing the water treatment plants, wastewater and 
irrigation.  The guys are pretty busy.  The new Water Services Act which makes things more and more 
complex with more complex sites. 

• The water that services Picton comes from the primary treatment plant at Speeds Road which was 
upgraded and commissioned in 2018.  This is consented to take up to 5,000 cubic metres of water per 
day.  There are three bores on site, up to 8 metres deep.  The water is generally good quality.  
Sometimes there are mechanical or electrical maintenance needs as with any plant that runs 24/7. 

• When the reservoirs get to a specific level they switch on the bores and treatment at Speeds Road and 
when required Essons Valley.  As the water goes through the treatment plant the first point of contact is 
the UV, which is used to inactivate bacteria which could make you ill.  After the UV treatment it gets dosed 
with lime water for pH correction, and chlorine gas to give it the residual disinfectant.  This makes it safe to 
drink. 

• It then goes into two Elevation reservoirs.  One is quite old.  The total combined working volume is 
2,850m3 when both are full, and they both feed directly into Picton.  Rain has no impact on those 
reservoirs. 

• The second treatment plant is at Essons Valley.  It is supplied with surface water from Barnes Dam.  
The water quality there is a lot more variable than at Speeds Road, which makes challenges for the team. 

• Both treatment plants in Picton are fully compliant with drinking water quality assurance rules.  There are 
no issues with the water that is leaving the treatment plant. 

• We want to take water from three to four metres down, but not too far down.  In the dam structure you get 
layering of water, so the water in the top third is probably the better water.  Water at the bottom has more 
sediment in it.  You get layers of water within a structure like this, and in the summer the water on the top 
is a lot warmer than the water in the bottom.  That produces problems because algae likes warmer still 
water.  It is a good idea to keep water mixed to prevent layers becoming stratified as this can make the 
water “tip over” in order to keep the temperature even throughout the whole process. 
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• It is good to see water spilling over the dam.  The issue is not how much water is in the dam, but council’s 
ability to treat it.  What we want to see is water flowing over the dam as it replenishes the water. 

• The level of the water in the aquifer is not the issue. 

• Cruise ships are currently not being supplied with water. 

• Water storage levels are healthy, but the ability to maintain Essons Valley water quality is an issue.  A lot 
of samples are taken and monitored for algae. 

• Marlborough has a high-water usage in New Zealand. 

• The Water Presentation is included as Appendix C. 

Questions/Answers 
• How is the reservoir being refilled?  Where does it come in from? 

Speeds Road supplies the Elevation Reservoir. 

• Why don’t we have these water restrictions operations running full-time?  Why do we wait for a situation? 

Council can use education to teach people better water skills. 

• Why are people being told to run the tap water for a few minutes before drinking it straight away? 

• The water in Picton is reasonably neutral at the 7ph mark and we are finding that with cheaper tapware 
there is lead and copper within the taps.  As the water sits in the taps overnight there could be elevated 
levels of copper and lead.  It is recommended that you run the tap water for a few minutes to ensure it is 
okay to drink. 

• How deep can you draw down, and have you noticed any difference in the quality of it? 

The speaker was unable to answer that question as he is not a civil engineer. 

• We take 5,000 litres per day.  The level of water in the aquifer is not an issue. 

• There could be elevated levels of copper, etc, in the water. 

• What is the wastage from the supply to the Toby from water from the driveway to the house? 

It is important to identify where any leaks are so that water is not wasted, especially for cost purposes. 

• Can Council pass a bill to make water metering compulsory? 

Yes.  The budget is there for it.  It will be a big job and a few full-time staff would be needed to enable it.  
If water meters are in place people will learn how to manage their water more efficiently. 

• Is water metering coming in to Picton and how will it be managed? 

Public consultation and engagement will be held for the community next year.  There is budget allocated 
for it.  It will be a big job to implement it. 
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• Is it correct a water Toby is to be replaced with a meter? 

If you are responsible with the water, you will pay less.  It will be a toby with the ability to have a meter 
installed to it. 

• A query was raised whether Ports could have water recycling systems in place and that is something the 
Ports would have to think about within themselves. 

Mike Davies and Dr Sarah Pearson exited the meeting at 3.00 pm. 

6. Terms of Reference of Picton Regional Forum Meetings 
Discussion Update (Councillor Barbara Faulls, Marlborough 
District Council) 

• Clr Faulls led discussion about this. 

• The new Heartlands Group in Picton could be included. 

• The Boating Clubs could be included. 

• Council will put out a media statement and promotional package to invite new community members via the 
Picton Happenings and Marlborough Matters.  Moved and Seconded. 

• There could be an opportunity for the public to come along to every third meeting, for example. 

• Community people are hesitant to speak when and if media are present at meetings. 

• If there are too many people in the group discussion the meetings could get carried away and become 
less formal and disorganised. 

• Potentially there are other groups who could be invited who could add value to the meetings. 

• It was suggested that Destination Marlborough could be invited to attend as a member. 

• It is understood membership is for charitable, non-profit organisations.  Is it open for commercial 
businesses, for example local real estate companies?  Corporate groups could have different motivations.  
Clr Faulls will investigate the legalities around this. 

• Discussion was held whether it would be beneficial to have a contact list to be distributed among the 
group. 
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7. Actions from the previous meeting 
 Action Person Responsible 

1. Email Trees that Count information to Grey Power.  
Completed. 

Kirsty Baldwin / Clr Innes 

2. Email sea level rise information to the Whale Trail for trail 
planning processes.  Completed. 

Cllr Faulls / Kirsty Baldwin 

3. Re-send the Draft Terms of Reference through to the group.  
Completed. 

Kirsty Baldwin 

4. Enquire about providing a minibus for baggage transfers from 
the Interislander ferry terminal.  Pending. 

Harry Singh / Connie Smith 

   

8. iReX Written Update (Councillor Barbara Faulls, Marlborough 
District Council) 

• Clr Faulls handed out a written update, which is included as Appendix D. 

9. General Business 
• Grey Power 

• The Grey Power spokesperson asked if people could help deliver pamphlets to their group 
members, at the next meeting, if possible. 

• Grey Power will hold a Picton Outreach at Picton Library on 27 March at 2.00 pm.  Members are 
able to pay their membership fees here, so they do not have to travel through to Blenheim and 
have a cup of tea and the opportunity to talk about what happens at Grey Power. 

- What age do you need to be to join Grey Power? 

- To which the reply was 55. 

Michelle Campbell exited the meeting at 4.00 pm. 

• Marlborough Sounds Recreational Fishers Association 

• A report was read out, which is attached as Appendix E. 

• The group is monitoring the new development at Lambert Head. 

• Some disturbing practices have been happening lately where Māori people are telling people they 
are not allowed to fish in certain areas as it is private land.  These people have no authority to do 
this. 

• Easter Church Service 

• A flyer was distributed about the Sunrise Easter Celebration to be held on Sunday 31 March at 
7.00 am on the Picton Foreshore. 



Picton Regional Forum Meeting Notes 4 March 2024 

 

 

Page 9 

Beryl Bowers exited the meeting at 4.10 pm. 

• Picton Historical Society 

• The Picton Museum is planning an event to highlight the history of women’s rugby at the museum 
possibly in June. 

Nicola Neilson, Monyeen Wedge and Clr Innes exited the meeting at 4.15 pm. 

• Whatamango Bay Residents Association 

• There are roading issues from Waikawa Bay to Whatamango Bay with a tight bend which could be 
dangerous. 

• Picton, Marlborough Sounds Tourism 

• There is a luggage transport query with Interislander.  This is to be investigated further. 

• What is the legal process of closing Dublin Street at the rail crossing?  Who was responsible for 
doing that?  Was there paperwork saying that the road was advertised to be closed? 

- Clr Faulls spoke to this, and the concern was around workers’ safety.  Clr Faulls cannot 
answer about the specific legalities of this and would need to investigate further.  Clr Faulls will 
find out how quickly the rail safety barrier arms can be reinstated. 

Rob Dunn exited the meeting at 4.30 pm. 

• Waikawa Ratepayers Association 

• Does the London Quay architectural plan need further work? 

- There is funding set aside as part of the Long-Term Plan for this.  The project is currently on 
hold and could start next year, due to changes with the iReX project in Picton. 

Margaret McHugh exited the meeting at 4.33 pm. 

• Bike Walk Picton 

• There is no road signage on how to access Picton from the main roads or from the ferry terminals.  
This is making tourists exit Picton and go straight through to Blenheim and hence Picton is missing 
out on potential tourist business.  It is not obvious that the cordoned off boxed flower bed area on 
Broadway Street intersection is open for foot pedestrian traffic and is still accessible.  There could 
be improved signage installed here. 

- The Bluebridge bus shuttle does offer to drop people off in Picton town centre.  It was noted, 
however, that sometimes this information could be missed if people are busy getting their 
luggage sorted. 

  



Picton Regional Forum Meeting Notes 4 March 2024 

 

 

Page 10 

10. Actions from the meeting 
 Action Person Responsible 

1. Forward a link to some of the forestry studies.  Completed. Kirsty Baldwin / 
Angela Mackenzie 

2. Distribute a media statement to invite new community member 
groups to attend the Picton Regional Forum meetings via the 
Picton Happenings and Marlborough Matters.  Pending. 

Nicola Neilson 

3. Investigate the legalities of whether corporate groups could 
have different motivations and could attend the Picton 
Regional Forum meetings under the Terms of Reference 
document.  Pending. 

Clr Barbara Faulls 

4. Arrange a contact list to be distributed among the group.  
Pending. 

Clr Barbara Faulls 

5. Discuss and draft a new Terms of Reference document to be 
voted on.  Pending. 

Clr Barbara Faulls / 
Nicola Neilson 

6. Enquire into the London Quay architect plan proposals and 
timeline.  Pending. 

Clr Ben Minehan / Clr Barbara 
Faulls 

7. Investigate how quickly the Dublin Street rail barrier arms can 
be reinstated.  Pending. 

Clr Barbara Faulls 

8. Enquire into getting road signs to access walking to Picton 
town centre.  Pending. 

Clr Ben Minehan / Clr Barbara 
Faulls 

   

11. Proposed Future Speakers 
• Harakeke Update (Ailsa Carey, Harakeke Hubs). 

• iReX Update (Harry Singh, KiwiRail and/or Rose Prendeville, Port Marlborough). 

• Reef Re-seeding Issues and Ocean Water Monitoring Update (Kate Littlewood, Coastal Scientist). 

• National Policy for Freshwater Management Update (Sarah Pearson, MDC). 

• Marlborough District Council Arts, Culture & Creativity Strategy (Nicola Neilson, MDC). 

• Roading Update (Charlotte Campbell-Lamerton, Marlborough Roads). 

• Dublin Street Overbridge Traffic Management Plan Update (Laura Skilton / Emma Scape / Steve Murrin, 
Waka Kotahi). 

• Picton Sewerage Update (Stephen Rooney, MDC). 

• Marlborough Sounds Fishing Update (Eric Jorgensen, Sustainable Seas). 

• Marlborough Conservation Trust Update (James Wilson, Bryn Williams, Picton Dawn Chorus). 

• Northwest Waikawa Marina Update (Gavin Beattie, Port Marlborough). 

• Picton Maritime Emergency Management (Gary Spence, Blenheim Civil Defence). 
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12. Proposed Meeting Dates for 2024 
Picton Regional Forum 

• 6 May 2024 

• 1 July 2024 

• 2 September 2024 

• 11 November 2024 

 
The meeting closed at 4.45 pm.  
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Speeds Road Water Treatment Plant 
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Speeds Road UV Reactors 
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Speeds Road Outlet Pumps 
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Essons Valley Water Treatment Plant 
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Essons Valley Water Treatment Plant Filters 
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Barnes Dam Intake 
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Barnes Dam Spillway 
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Barnes Dam Crest 
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Picton Demand and Supply 
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Picton Water Storage Volumes 
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Havelock Water 
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Appendix D – iReX Written Update 
 

iReX wind down 

KiwiRail is now working through the wind down of the iReX project in Waitohi Picton and at Kaiwharawhara in 
Wellington in line with the Government’s decision to terminate any further funding for the Inter-Island Resilient 
Connection (iReX) programme. This means that future construction and improvements planned as part of the iReX 
project won’t now proceed as planned. This included new wharves, sea walls, rail yards and terminal buildings, 
among other things. 

The project will be wound down by the end of March 2024, aside from a small tail of work required to “make good” 
construction. 

We are completing any work needed to ensure our terminal operations and associated environments at Waitohi 
Picton and Wellington are safe, left in good order, provide a good experience for our customers, our team and for 
our communities, and do not expose any environmental risks through partial completion. 

Applying these principles in Waitohi Picton, we need to complete some rail facilities and yard re-alignment and the 
Waitohi Awa Culvert strengthening work - this work was part of the original terminal design to both strengthen and 
increase flow capacity within the culvert, making it resilient and able to withstand future weather events. 

Decisions around the old terminal building are still being worked through with asset owners Port Marlborough. 

We are working in partnership with Marlborough District Council and NZ Transport Agency Waka Kotahi on next 
steps for the roading changes. Our team understands how important it is to get more certainty about the Dublin 
Street overbridge and this is being worked on as a high priority. 

Dublin Street needs to remain closed for now because it’s not possible to reopen it without reinstalling the level 
crossing barrier arms. As soon as we have a solution here, we will communicate that to the community. 

Ships contract 

KiwiRail has started discussions with Hyundai Mipo Dockyard (HMD) to enter a termination agreement for the 
contract for the build of two new Interislander ferries. 

Next steps 

Everyone, including the Government, accepts that investment is needed to secure the future of the Interislander 
service which is a strategic national asset, extending State Highway 1 and the Main Rail Lines between the North 
and South Islands. 

KiwiRail will now be working with Government on all potential future options. 

The Government has appointed a Ministerial Advisory Group (MAG) to provide independent advice and assurance 
to Ministers on the future options for a Cook Strait connection. The Ministry of Transport will also lead an 
assessment of long-term inter-island service requirements. KiwiRail will support the MAG and Ministry of Transport 
reviews. 
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Appendix E – Recreational Fishers Association Update 
 

The Marlborough Recreational Fishers Association was formed back in the mid-1990s when the Ministry of 
Fisheries rammed through in an arrogant way, a cut to the recreational snapper bag limit from 10 to three. 

Anger was so great that a body to advocate for the recreational fishing public was set up. This was the 
Marlborough Recreational Fishers Association. 

Currently the association is engaged in advocating to get the bag limit raised to six snapper per person. 

In detail, the association wants a six-bag limit across the “Top of the South”. This means dropping the Tasman-
Golden Bays bag limit from 10 (too high) to six. 

That basically gives a snapper back to the “resource”, 

The association is keeping a close eye on the blue cod fishery especially after the damage caused by the 
ministry’s disastrous slot rule, restricting taking fish only in the 30-35 cm size. This resulted in anglers forced to 
take breeding females = "the goose that lays the golden egg.” 

The association wants credible sound research into when and where blue cod spawn. The ministry has done no 
research since the 2008 closure which anyhow was based on poor science by NIWA. The methodology was very 
flawed as one scientist described it. 

The association made three visits to parliament to see ministers of fisheries about the blue cod mismanagement. 

There are other on-going issues too that the Marlborough Recreational Fishers Association is engaged in. 

One is the unfair discrimination against recreational set netting for moki and butterfish, restricted to a few months 
and having to stay right by a net. Commercial can fish 12 months a year and can vacate nets. Kahawai, the 
kahawai fishery has been plundered with numbers down. Workups at the surface could once regularly be seen off 
the Picton foreshore and Cloudy Bay. Today they are very rare. 

On kahawai the association has made representations to ministers Nash and Parker in the last Labour/Greens 
government. Replies were late. Ministers had to be reminded. The replies were arrogant or dismissive. 

The association is a strong advocate to get sensible commercial pine logging practices. Silt runoff and buildup is 
alarming. 

There’s on-going investigation/discussion about impractical and poorly based new whitebait rules by the 
Department of Conservation. 

The association has investigated the dumping of dead salmon and debris at the landfill by King Salmon and after 
initial refusal by Marlborough District Council to give data, went to the Ombudsman and now gets monthly tonnage 
figures. The new development by King Salmon at Cape Lambert will be watched closely. Promises about earnings 
and employment are interesting as similar promises were given by King Salmon several years ago but never 
happened. 

There’s lots of things to be watched and for action fronts so we’re always keen for new active executive members. 
Anyone interested, see me afterwards. 

So you can see the Marlborough Recreational Fishers Association is really a watchdog and advocate for the Kiwi 
recreational fishing public. 
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